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LECTURE V. 
VACCINO-SYPHILITIC INOCULATION, 

Wuew the syphilitic disease was first recognised and de- 
scribed in Europe, about the year 1483, no interval was noted 
between the appearance of the primary and dary affection ; 
and it is worthy of remark that, although many authors after 
the year 1500 make mention of the affection of the genital 
parts, not one author before that time points out such an affec- 
tion as essential to or characteristic of this disease. All looked 
upon it as contagious without coition.* It appeared at once, 
as far as the accounts inform us, by an eruption of non-sup- 
purating tubercles over the body; or by “ pustules which after- 
wards became hideous ulcers,” or were covered by foul scabs, 
During the first twenty years of the sixteenth century, syphilis 
had still a great resemblance to tuberculous leprosy. ‘* Ths 
same virus propagated since, particularly at present, by an 
almost general inoculation, has become much less deadly in its 
effects, and milder in its symptoms.” + 





ginally appeared. ow different it was, however, even at that 
tume from that which is witnessed in the present day, will appear 
from Fracastor’s description, published in 1521 :— 


It appears evident, according to cotemporary authors, says 
Swediaur, that this disease was at that time rally commu- 
nicated without coition, and that many died of it without having 
had the slightest affection in the genital parts—exactly as 
a observed in the wow See & Soe 7 _ 

t appearance in any climate, says, “‘ the syphilitic dis- 
pamded Bn ga its effects ; but i is still more so when 


imported 

Canada is a proof of this; and the pox which appeared in 
Europe in the fifteenth may possibly confirm the re- 
mark. After some time the disease appears to have become 
milder, its slower, its symptoms less violent, and, in 
the present day, many of them are quite disappearing ; so that 
perhaps finally, at a more advanced period of its decline, it 
will only affect the organs of generation, which, in its begin- 
ning, its return, or its attack on a new people, perhaps by unit- 


* Swediaur. t Ibid. 
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we have been considering appeared at Rivalta, where it was 
said to have been previously , there was no interval 
observed between the primary and the secondary symptoms. 
The sluggish, indolent action (the specific induration) which 
characterizes the commencement of the disease was not ob- 
Ss SR OS aa ae peek hatin 
symptoms appeared after the ication poison 
usually short. Dus after thie ddseme 

Aden, ian 





inflammation (the indurated sore) was again seen to be th 
morbid process by which the disease en patient's 
8 a aes ae anes 
appearance of the primary and the secondary sym 

yp oe Rivalta, the disease when it first 
accompanied by an eruption of so-called 

founded with smail-pox. The same t 

when the affection appeared in Europe in fi 

As the disease has become milder in its 

chronic in its nature in its different stages and the di 
tinct morbid action by which each is distinguished have 
gradually unfolded. Thus at first the disease was considered 
as of one kind only, and all its effects were attributed to 


it was not until the year 1854 the distinction was drawn 
between the different modes of origin of the two kinds 


syphilitic sores, It is thém not surprising that 
were thia dines i dts hav apared o 
a highly contagious form, escriptions 
that occurred should be very different 

as it is now recognised in the capitals i 
want of observation and of confusion existed with regard to the 
descriptions of the cases, and in someof the i i 
proved rapidly fatal, we almost entirely 
characters of the syphilitic disease. But 

rent as soon as the attention of educated medical 

to the subject. Dr. Pacchiotti says—‘‘I aa 





a man who is slowly convinced. He relates what he has seen, 
as he tells us, with the severe impartiality of an observer 
writes without reference to the opinions of others, or to what 
has been written before.—(Op. cit., p. 12.) 

Dr. Pacchiotti paid a third visit to Rivalta on the 5th 
January. He found that the children under treatment were 
much better, and the majority nearly well. There were, how- 
ever, still ample manifestations of uis. 

In Chiabrera, the first vaccinifer, there was complete alo- 
— The diarrhwa had ceased, and the voice was now clear. 

existed, however, a mucous tubercle on the conjunctiva 
of the inferior lid of the left eye. 

Carozzo now presented two flat tubercles near the anus, with 
indurated in the groin. The cutaneous eruption had 


Cupena showed excavated cicatrices of former ulcerations in 
various parts, with fresh indurated syphilitic tubercles upon 
the chest and nates. 

Garbarino presented two mucous pustules upon the anus, 
two grey indurated ulcers on the nates, mucous tubercles, and 
indolent enlargement of the glands in the groin. Voglino, 
Garbarino, Panodi, and Scianea all presented similar 
symptoms at this time. ’ 

At this period the Commission undertook a rigid investiga- 
tion of the vaceine cicatrices. They observed their deformities, 
anomalies, and irregularities, which indicated that they had 
deviated from their natural course. Im some children these 
cicatrices were seen to be excavated, 

a livid or coppery i 

hard, and it was remarked that this hardness extencled beyond 

the cicatrix itself. In some of the children there was an indo- 
U 
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lent enlargement of the axillary glands on the side correspond- 
ing to that upon which the indurated cicatrix was found. In 
some, an ulcer still existed, with an indurated base and a moist 
surface, from which scabs were continually separating and as 
frequently reproduced. In some of the little patients the scabs 
were adherent, and the cicatrix below was indurated, livid, or 


ene 
t was ascertained in all the cases that at a certain period 
after vaccination the vesicles had degenerated. It was not 
ible to ascertain the precise period at which this change 
taken place, as no medical aid was sought. Still it ap- 
peared certain, from the description given by the mothers, 
that the vaccine vesicles were converted into ulcers, which 
were very indolent in their nature; and when first seen by the 
Commission, four months after vaccination, they still presented 
the form of serpiginous scabby ulcerations, always with a cop- 
pery lividity. Upon these grounds the Commission concluded 
that the vaccine vesicle had been converted into a syphilitic 
sore in these children ; and that the first symptom of syphilis 
in the children who had been vaccinated was a syphilitic ulcer 
on the point of inoculation. 

At the same time that the condition of the children was 
thus noted, the state of the mothers of some of the infected 
children was also recorded. 

1. The mother of Chiabrera (the first vaccinifer) had innu- 
merable flattened tubercles on the vulva, There was at this 
time the cicatrix of an indurated ulcer on the left breast, with 
some trace of specific enlargement in the glands of the corre- 
sponding axilla. She suffered much from rheumatic (?) pains, 
with severe headache and sleepless nights. She had become 
much emaciated ; there were ulcers on both tonsils ; impetigo ; 
loss of hair, with enlargement of ost-cervical glands ; syphilitic 
roseola on the skin. 

2, The mother of Carozzo, who was ascertained to have been 
healthy in October, showed a recent cicatrix, with an indurated 
base, of a syphilitic ulcer, on the right mamma, between the 
base of the nipple and the areola. she had also chronic indo- 
lent enlargement of the glands in the corresponding axilla. 
She stated that this ulcer had existed for two months. ‘There 
were many mucous tubercles on the vulva, and chronic indo- 
lent enlargement of the glands in the groin; a diffuse syphilitic 
roseola mixed with papule covered the whole of the abdomen, 
and extended to the chest, hips, arms, neck, and face; there 
was impetigo, with incipient alopecia. . 

The mother of Cupena, who was noticed in October to 
have been affected with two lit:le suspicious tubercles on the 
left breast, now showed these tubercles converted into indu- 
rated cicatrices, with chronic indolent enlargement of the axil- 
lary glands of the same side. She had now also flattened 
tubercles on the vulva and around the anus ; loss of hair, with 
impetigo; headache; rb tic pains; al ia and diffuse 

hilitic roseola on the skin ; there were in addition two grey- 
coloured ulcers on the tonsils. 

4. The mother of Saccone, who was ascertained to have been 
healthy in October, now had an ulcer on the left breast, in the 

rocess of cicatrization, with an indurated base, and raised 
above the level of the skin. There was chronic enl t of 
the axillary glands in the correspunding arm-pit. e ulcer 
had been open about two months. For the last twenty days 
there had been mucous tubercles on the great and lesser labia 
of the vulva, with specific chronic enlargement of the inguinal 
glands. There was now, in addition, a most manifest syphilitic 
roseola over the whole body; an impetiginous affection of 
scalp, and chronic enlargement of post-cervical glands; a large 
deep ulcer, with an ash-coloured surface, was seen on each 
tonsil. 

5. The mother of Voglino, who was before seen to have five 
characteristic syphilitic ulcers on the left breast, now presents 
the indurated copper-coloured cicatrices of these ulcers, accom- 
panied by specific ganglionic enlargement of the corresponding 
axillary glands, There existed also an impetiginous affection 
of the scalp, with incipient alopecia; cervical pleiades ; a large 
ulcer on the tonsil; syphilitic roseola mixed with syphilitic 

es and psoriasis. 

The mother of Morbello, who was ascertained to be healthy 
in October, now presented an indurated sore on the right breas:, 
which had existed a month and a half, and was accompanied 
by chronic enlargement of the axillary glands. She had 
a large number of flattened tubercles on the vulva and around 
the anus; mucous tubercles on both tonsils ; an incrustation on 
the head; cervical pleiades ; alopecia; syphilitic papules on 
the back, arms, and shoulders; syphilitic roseola upon the ab- 
domen, An ulcer and granulations were found to exist on the 
mouth of the womb. 








7. The mother of Voglino, who was ascertained to have been 
healthy in October, presented a small cicatrix at the base of 
the right nipple. is would have escaped a superficial exa- 
mination, but was found to be hard, but unaccompanied by 
specific enlargement of the glands in the axilla, There 
flattened tubercles around the anus, without any corresponding 
enlargement of the ingninal glands ; she had also loss of hair; 
impetiginous scabs on the head; ulcers on the tonsils, with cer. 
vical pleiades ; there was, in addition, very evident syphilitic 
— on the skin, and syphilitic eczema. 

The mother of Marescotti, healthy in October, showed a 
small indurated cicatrix on the left breast, without glandular 
enlargement in the axilla; this had existed for two months, 
There were now mucous pustules on the vulva; impetiginous 
crusts on the scalp; incipient alopecia; ulcer on the tonsils; 
syphilitic rozeola and syphilitic papules on the skin. 

9. The mother of Garbarino, healthy in October, presented 
two cicatrices, still indurated, on the two breasts, with corre- 
sponding multiple indolent enlargement of the glands in the 
two axille; there were moist tubercles on the vulva, in the 
perineum, and around the anus; syphilitic impetigo, with scabs 
on the scalp; alopecia; ulcers on the two tonsils; cervical 
pleiades; general and characteristic eruption of syphilitic 
roseola, 

10. The mother of Scianca, who was seen in November by 
Dr. De Katt, and who then had two suspicious ulcers on the 
two breasts, was found to be most severely affected with con- 
stitutional syphilis, There were now two recent cicatrices of 
two syphilitic ulcers: these were superficially indurated, with 
a large base, of a coppery colour, and with their surface raised 
above the level of the surrounding skin. The axillary glands 
were enlarged, indurated, and indolent. ere were many 
flat tubercles on the great and lesser lips of the vulva, on the 
perineum, and around the anns: some of these were ulcerated. 
On the anterior lip of the mouth of the womb there existed an 
ulcerated tubercle, and this was accompanied by leucorrhca, 
On the two tonsils were two enormous ulcers extending to the 
soft palate: these were deep, indolent, and of a greyish colour. 
Very manifest and specific enlargement of the cervical glands, 
and enlargement of the submaxillary glands. Confluent im- 
petigo, with crusts on the scalp ; alopecia ; persistent pains in 
the head, which prevented the patient sleeping at night. There 
was ulceration of the mucous membrane in the nasal fossa, both 
on the septum and on the turbinated bones, with purulent dis- 
charge from the nostrils. Two fissures existed at the commis- 
sure of the lips, The whole body—face, neck, trank, and limbs 
—was covered by a confluent syphilitic eruption. This in some 
places was papulous, in other parts pustulous, end in others 
again presenting dense scabs. In other places again there were 
spots of acute syphilitic ecthyma, The patient was worn ont, 
emaciated, and anemic, with loss of appetite and restless 
nights. 

ll. The wet-nurse of Zoccola, whom Dr. De Katt noticed in 
November to be affected with a suspicious ulcer of the right 
nipple, now presented a hardened copper-coloured cicatrix on 
the same spot. There was chronic indolent enlargement of the 
corresponding axillary glands, The secondary symptoms were, 
—flattened tubercles at the vulva; a soft, large, and . 
coloured ulcer on the internal surface of the posterior li of the 
mouth of the womb ; leucorrheea ; ulcers on the tonsils ; and 
syphilitic roseola, 

t may be well here to pause in the narrative of this most 
extraordinary series of cases, and to reflect upon the facts 
which we have now before us. The cases at Rivalta have been 
received with so much prejudice, and conclusions concerning 
them have at once been arrived at and made public by some 
who have evidently never read the details, that it is necessary 
to be particular in the relation of facts and in the inferences 
thence derived. It is important, then, to determine 
what the disease was which was communicated to these twenty 
mothers or nurses of the vaccinated children, and to them only, 
out of a population of 2000. And here we may take for our 
guide Ricord’s first conclusion, quoted at the commencement 
of these lect : “Ach e is known for certain, neither 
because it has appeared after suspicious contact, nor on account 
of its situation, nor because it has an indurated base, nor on 
account of its colour or its shape or the character of its edges, 
nor by the red areola by which it is surrrounded, but by its 
being inoculable so as to produce exactly the same disease 
again.” That which is true of one form of syphilis or of one 
kind of sore, is true in this respect of another. If we, then, 
accept Ricord’s own test, we have simply to ask ourselves, 
Was the <isease’in these nurses and mothers the same as 








which existed in the children? (the mode of transmission by 
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the breasts being clearly traced.) In the children we find a 
persistent indolent action leaving a copper-coloured stain, and 
Snapsnathalinocmageeliogionphalioginte kubewsiitg 
t jog lym ic glands; followed by 
mucous tubercles, ulceration of the throat, loss of hair, and va- 
rious forms of eruption which the Commission appointed for the 
urpose of investigating the disease to be syphilitic. 
n the mothers we have a persistent indolent form of adhesive 
inflammation on the breast leaving an indurated cicatrix, accom- 
panied by chronic multiple enlargement of the axillary giands, 
and followed by mucous tubercles, ulcerations of the throat, 
loss of hair, and various forms of eruption on the skin, which 
the medical men who formed the Commission, and others who 
did not, pronounced to be syphilitic. It would seem super- 
fluous to reiterate the question ‘‘ Was this the same disease 7” 
were it not for the enormous amount of prejadice which the 
dogma of Ricord, which long held the minds of men in sub- 
jection, still exercises upon public opinion. The great master 
had said that no secondary symptom could be communicated ; 
therefore it was formerly , and is still argued by some, 
that such cases as those above related could not be syphilitic 
because there was no communication between any primary dis- 
ease in the children and the breasts of the mother. Here we 
may again refer to Swadiaur’s opinion, as quoted in the first of 
this series of lectures, where he talks of those who “‘ by an ill- 
founded theory suffer the syphilitic virus to be communicated, 
and the disorder propagated through whole families.” It mast, 
however, in justice to the great luminary of this branch of medi- 
cal science to whom reference has been made, be stated that 
his mind has at all times been open to conviction and to proof, 
and that he has now materially modified his opinions, which 
for so long a period exercised such an extensive sway. But 
there are still lesser luminaries which for a time shone with 
borrowed light, who are not so easily convinced, It is there- 
fore necessary to multiply examples. 

In October, 1858, a Commission was appointed, composed of 
MM. Velpeau, Kicord, Devergie, Depaul, and Gibert, to give 
an official answer to Government upon the question of the 
inoculability of secondary syphilis, and whether the inocula- 
bility ef that disease was different in the child and in the adult. 

The following cases were official!y reported :— 

1, A patient, affected with lupus on the face, was inoculated 
or the left arm with some secretion from secondary mucous 
tubercles, The patient from whom the secretion was taken 
had a number of flat tabercles around the anus, which had ex- 
isted for about a fortnight. ‘These had followed a chancre on 
the penis fifteen months previously, the cicatrix of which was 
still apparent. Eighteen days after the inoculation, a promi- 
nent copper coloured papule appeared on the inoculated spot, 
At the expiration of twenty two days, the papule had enlarged, 
and discharged a moisture from its surface. On the twenty- 
ninth day, an enlarged gland existed on the corresponding arm- 
e On the thirty-second day, a scab baving become detached, 
eft exposed an excoriation still very superficial. On the fifty- 
fifth day, there was an ulceration, still superficial, in the centre 
of the former papule, which, having become larger and more 
indurated, now constituted a well-formed tubercle ; some spots 
and red pimples shortly showed themselves on the body, and 
were followed by a general syphilitic eruption. Three mouths 
and a half after the inoculation, and after six weeks of mer- 
curial treatment, a white superficial and slightly depressed 
scar was left on the arm; the enlargement of the axillary 
= continued, and the general syphilitic eruption was 





2. 
_ 2. A patient, affected with inveterate lupus, was inoculated 
in the same way as in the preceding case. At the expiration of 


twenty-five days, some redness showed itself upon two of the 
inoculated points. Upon each of these spots a papule deve- 
itself, This was at first dry, but subsequently disch 
a fluid, and became excoriated, covered by a crust, and indu- 
rated. An enlarged gland, the size of a nut, developed itself 
at the same time in the axilla, The thirty seventh day afver 
the inoculation, la developed itself upon the skin. 
ing cases were inoculated by Dr. Auzias- 
wing were inoculated by M. Gibert. 
as very to the two already men- 
papule produced by the inoculation was much 
induration which followed was less marked ; the 





smaller; the 





indolent enlargement of the inguinal glands. Secondary mu- 
cous tubercles had formed on the scrotum, around the annus, 
between the thighs, and in other parts. A large, squamous 
papule existed on the forehead, of a coppery-red colour, quite 
dry, and of the size of a halffranc. On the 9th of Feb 

the point of a lancet was passed into the circumference of this 
papule, and was charged with some blood and serum. This 
was immediately inoculated on the upper and anterior oy of 
the right arm near the elbow, in a patient affected like the 
Eons with lupus of the face. Fifty days after this inocu- 
oO (PNG, Os 8 gular papule was seen upon the 
i point. This had, he said, existed for fifteen days. 
It became the size of a half-franc, and was covered by a slight 
scab. It was, therefore, very similar in a nce to 
affection from which the inoculated matter been taken, 
During the whole of its course it did not become excoriated, 
and secreted no fluid. It therefore presented a well marked 
instance of the second form of syphilitic infection noticed in a 
previous lecture (No. II.) Around this papule were seen some 
copper-coloured and slightly raised spots ; subsequently a squa- 
mous syphilitic ae eye Ng a er SA syphilitic 
symptoms, appeared on r parts of the - 

It would be obviously improper, under any Spomnstaneen, to 
multiply the number of cases of artiticial inoculation with this 
infecting variety of the disease ; but other cases of the same 
kind are not wanting. The above have been selected as those 

by a Commission, of which M. Ricord was himself a 
member ; and there is, therefore, the best possible assurance 
that if these cases had in any respect been unsatisfactory, the 
weak points would have immediately been brought to light. 

Those who still oppose themselves to the idea of secondary 
syphilis being communicable, often ask for the same demon- 
stration of the fact as Ricord afforded with regard to the in- 
oculability of the suppurating sore. But they who have re- 
quested this evidence can scarcely have seriously considered 
what they are asking. ‘They ask, for the sake of satisfying 
their minds, and in order to correct their preconceived ideas, 
that a disease which ily prod its constitutional 
effect should be inoculated upon a patient who had not pre- 
viously had that disease—a proceeding which, if it were carried 
out for their satisfaction, they would probably be the first to 
condemn ; nor, in truth, are any further experiments upon this 
point either necessary or justifiable. 

The cases recorded in the present lecture show that secondary 
syphilis, under certain circumstances, is readily communicable, 
and that that communication, when cue precautions are not 
observed, may take place in the act of vaccination. In the 
next lecture some further illustrations of this great fact will be 
given, and some of the peculiar symptoms observed in the 
children at Rivalta will be more fully considered. The source 
whence, in these cases, the original syphilis was derived 
(which has now been discovered by Dr. Pacchiotti) will also 
be related. 
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LECTURE IL. 
ON QUALITATIVE SUGAR-TESTING IN THE URINE. 

GenTLEMeN,—The detection of sugar in the urine, and the 
estimation of its quantity, are questions of such importance to 
medical practitioners that I make no apology for occupying 
your time in this and the succeeding lecture with their con- 
sderati 

Let me at once draw a broad distinction between the ex- 
istence of sugar in the urine in proportions sensible to direct 
testing, and its existence in such minute quantity that elaborate 
analytical processes are required for its detec'ion. It is highly 
probable that traces of sugar, as of all other substances dis- 

* This case may be compared with that of the boy related in Lecture II. 








508 Tear Lancet,] 


DR, ROBERTS ON THE CLINICAL EXAMINATION OF THE URINE. 





ee 


[May 17, 1862, 





solved im the blood, may always be found in the urine ;* but 
the quanti'y is so small that it is altogether beyond the reach 
of the most delicate reagents directly applied, These traces 
of sugar, granting them to exist, have no clinical significance 
whatsvever. W sugar is present in quantity sufficient to 
interest the medical practitioner, it is easily discovered ; and, 
conversely, when direct testing reveals the presence of sugar, 
it is invariably a grave ey sign, and not a matter of 
mere physiological curiosity. In the following observations I 
have solely in view sugar in these sensible i 
Very frequent mistakes are committed im 
or absence of r in urine, not only by physicians 
and surgeons, but even by professed chemists, More than 
once, specimens have been brought to me with the statement 
that an analytic chemist had found a small quantity of 
sugar, but in which no sugar really existed—certain fallacious 
appearances, to which I shall presently refer, having been 
mistaken for genuine evidence. Without proper precautions, 
sugar-testing, ike all other testing, is open to fullacies; but 
with moderate care and observance of a few fixed rules the 
i a Se te 6 eee 
of exquisite delicacy. Before proceeding to describe the best 
means for this purpose, let me say a word about those tests 
which are in common use, but which are either unreliable or 
insufficiently delicate—namely, the growth of torule, Moore’s 
test, and the fermentation test. 
1. The growth of torula.—Dr. Hassall has advanced the 
opinion that the age mae only grows in saccharine urine, 
that consequently appearance of this f is posi- 
ive proof of the presence of sugar. 1 his, however, is not so ; it 
to me on several occasions to witness the yeast 
growing luxuriantly, and attaining full aérial fructifica- 
in urine totally devoid of sugar, Moreover, it is not easy 
discriminate the sporules and filaments of the yeast plant 
those of the common mould (penicillam glaneum), and as 
of these are far more frequently met with in an immature 
condition than in the state of fructification, the practical value of 
this mode of detecting sugar is reduced to the smallest pro- 


regard to the 


2. Boiling with liquor potassa (Moore's test).—When urine 
containing sugar is boiled with an equal bulk of liquor potassz, 
the mixture darkens, and eventually assumes a brandy- 
or claret colour. From its easy application, this test is the 
most commonly employed by practitioners, and as a preliminary 
step, and for negative evidence, it is of great utility and con- 
venience, It has, however, two faulte—(a) it is wanting in 
delicacy, and ()) it is liable to a notable fallacy. The point of 
delicacy may be settled by adding successive portions of sac- 
charine urine to a healthy specimen. Proceeding thus you will 
find that Moore’s test does not answer clearly until the pro- 
Cee aes Ct 08 pe ent. ctanguns sane 

to the ounce. By-and-by we shail come to a test twelve 
times more delicate than this. 

Again, all high-coloured urines of excessive density become 
darker when boiled with liquor potassw, although free from 
sugar ; and albuminous urines, even when not high-coloured, 
darken sensibly under the same treatment. This occurs with 
perfectly fresh liquor potasse ; but if the test have been kept 
in ordinary white glass bottles, it very speedily becomes im- 
pregnated with which it attracts from the glass, and this 
effers an additional source of error. The liquor potasse kept 
in the medical wards of the Royal Infirmary san ltand Meath 
impregnated with lead, although it had not been in use more 
than about six weeks, Liquor thus vitiated, when 
boiled with certain urines, turns them of a dark porter-brown 
colour. This is something quite different from the slight 
deepening of the tint whieh hes been just alluded to, and it 
only occurs in albuminous urines, and not even in all of these. In 
acute Bright’s disease, especially when there was blood in the 
urine, or when the albumen was abundant and associated with 
free discharge of renal epithelium, the change of colour was 

intense ; and in one such case the existence of sugar had 
therefrom inferred, and announced tc the patient and his 

by the medical attendant. Where the proportion of 
albumen was small, and renal desquamation slight, the lead- 
tainted liquor potasse did not produce so marked an effect. 
In such urines a slight darkenin, of colour only ensued, much 








to the same as occurred with fresh liquor potasse. It 
was never found that liquor potasse containing lead produced 
a dark brown coloration with non-albuminons urines, provi 

of aor that they were sugar- i 

ing of the tint took place, bat not anything conspicuously 
greater than with fresh and pure liquor > oon This fallacy 
in the employment of Moore’s test was first pointed out by 
Dr. G. Owen Rees; and the fallacy is rendered still more falla- 
cious by the fact that it only applies to a certain limited class 
of urines, 

3. The fermentation test,—When saccharine urine is mixed 
with yeast and kept in a warm place, it speedily ferments 
with the production of alcohol and evolution of carbonic acid ; 
and as no other substance is capable of undergoing this trans- 
formation, the occurrence of fermentation with yeast is certain 
proof of the presence of sugar. In doubtful cases this is the 
only evidence that chemists will accept as irrefragable ; but its 
application is of much more importance for the identification 
than for the detection of sugar. When small quantities of 
sugar are supposed to exist in complex animal fluids, :t is 
necessary to evaporate, to extract with alcohol, and so forth, 
in order to obtain the body su to be sugar in a to! 
pure state. This is then dissolved in water, mixed with yeast, 
and kept warm, If fermentation take place, the f of sugar 
is unequivocal ; and if no fermentation ensue, absence of 
sugar is equally unequivocal, however perfectly the solution 
may respond to all the other tests for sugar. 

Applied to ordinary diabetic urine, fermentation affords very 
clear indications. The most convenient and elegant way of 
applying it is the following :—A few crumbs of German yeast 
— into the bottom of a test-tube; this is then filled up 
to the brim with the suspected urine, covered with an evapo- 
rating dish or saucer, and then inverted. The dish and in- 
verted tube are now set aside in a warm place—say on the 
mantel-piece. The urine soon begins to ferment, gas collects 
in the top of the inverted tube and expels a portion of the 
urine; and if sugar be abundant, the gas accumulates in such 
quantities that all the urine is driven out before it. There is 
a precaution, however, to be observed. Some specimens of 
yeast spontaneously evolve bubbles of gas; it is therefore de- 
sirable, where the indication is doubtful, to perform a parallel 
experiment with the same yeast mixed with simple water, so 
that the amount of gas spontaneously yielded by it may be 
ascertained. German yeast is exceedingly convenient for fer- 
mentation experiments, and it has now come into such common 
use that a penpyworth may be purchased in almost any baker's 


There are two drawbacks to the clinical application of this 
test : (a) it takes some hours for its accomplishment, and (5) it 
does not suffice for the discovery of minute quantities. Urine 
is capable of absorbing somewhere about its own bulk of car- 
bonic acid, so that unless the amount evolved be greater than 
this there will be no accumulation of gas in the top of the tube, 
and consequently no visible sign of fermentation. According 
to my a urines containing only 0S cent. or two 
grains and a half to the ounce and under, yield no sign to the 
fermentation test. Fermentation is therefore a i 
less sensitive method of sugar-testing than Moore’s plan of 
boiling with liquor potasse. 

There is, however, another manner of applying fermentation 
to the detection of sugar, which is much simpler and even more 
delicate, although less eleyant, than the foregoing—namely, by 
comparison of the specific gravity of the urine before 
and after fermentation. This proceeding will be examined more 
in detail under the head of quantitative testing ; but I may here 
observe that considerably less than one per cent. may be 
detected by the lowering of the density after resentatinn. 

4. Reduction tests,—The action of grape-sugar on a number 
of metallic salts is attended with a reduction of the pment -4 
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and causes confasion. Ths liquor potassx likewise obscures 

result by producing an intense dark-brown colour if 

abundant, and the continued beyond a few tng In 
consequence of these and other objections, Trommer’s test is 

regarded with very little favour by many practitioners, who 

y in preference on the easy and ready, ti h less deli- 
cate, method of boiling with liquor — But all the uncer- 
tainty attending the employment test arises from 
a fault y application, and not from whee imperfection. When 
skilfally used, it possesses a delicacy and certainty that renders 
all other reagents superflaous. 

The first necessity is to abandon the rough method above 
sketched, and to prepare beforehand a test fluid which shall 
combine in solution both the copper and the alkali in due pro- 

rtion. This is accomplished by dissolving sulphate of copper 
in liquor potasse with the aid of tartrate of h orhe 
potassio- tartrate of soda (Rochelle salt.) A clear deep blue sola- 
tion is thus obtained, which is at once ready for application. 
For qualitative the aiewing ranma yields a solution 
of the most perfect sensitiveness, and it may be prepared in a 
few minutes from materials always at hand :—Sulphate of 
pap ae om tartrate of potash, half a drachm, (or tar- 

trate of potash and soda;) liquor potass, one ounce : dissolve. 
Having prepared the test-fluid, you proceed to use it in the 
following manner :—Fill a test-tabe to the depth of three- 
quarters of an inch or so with the solution; heat until it 
to boil, and then add a drop or two of the ‘suspected urine. If 
it be ordinary diabetic urine, the mixture, after an interval of 
a few seconds, will turn suddenly of an intense opaque-yellow 
colour, and in a short time an abundant yellow or red sediment 
falls to the bottom. If, however, the quantity of sugar pr 


colour at once ; but if several drops of the same urine be added, 
the precipitate is a rich yellow. This difference in colour is 
merely a question of excess or deficiency of the test. When 


the exceeds the sugar, and the solution still retains its 
blue , the suboxide falls red; bat if the sugar exceed the 
re and the biue colour have disappeared, 


the suboxide 


The common mode of roceeding—that i is, boiling the urine 
oe then adding the reagent—is very objectionable, - 
asmuch as it may betray the operator into a too sparing use 
the test, and sud aheeshy entail. @ taliuwe-ef the vesction. lf the 
sugar preponderate greatly over the copper, no peas 
whatever ensues, because the excess of sugar dissolves the sub- 
oxide, and forms with it a transparent yellow solution. This 
Re a ee 
tube, and —— test-solution. Rayna 
reencdhvah a dense, muddy, yellow opacity in topmost 
layer; but when otdctedhhcethnentighialoontetineh 
Un adding more of the test, however, the opacity becomes per- 
manent, and an abundant deposit presently subsides, 

al” Method of testing where the quantity of sugar is small and 

the natural constituents approximate their natural pro 

—The discovery of sugar in such a urine is much more difficult 
than in the former case. The ordinary ingredients of the urine 
—-urea, uric acid, pigmentary end other extractives, the alka- 
line and earthy salte—seriously affect the delicacy of the test, 
If grape-sugar be dissolved in simple water, such is the sensi- 
tiveness of the reaction that one grain in ten pints yieldga 
perceptible deposit; but when dissolved in urine, a consider- 
— larger quantity may be present and the test fail to reveal 





be small, the suspected urine is added more freely, but not be- 
yond a volume equal to that of the test employed. n this latter 
case it is necessary to raise the mixture once more to the boil- 
ing point. It is then allowed to cool slowly. If no suboxide 
has been thrown down when it has become cold, then the urine 
may with certainty be pronounced sugar-free, 

The points of importance in this proceeding are—(a) to boil 
tho tens first, and mot the arine; and (b) to use an excess of the 
test. 

The first point is of importance, because the test-solution is 
apt to deteriorate by om unless hermetically 
sealed from the air. When deteriorated by exposure to the 
atmosphere, a deposit of suboxide qabengines from it on simple 
boiling. Boiting the test, therefore, is a trial of its 
Tf it remain clear for a minute or a after ebullition, the sola- 
tion is in order, and the testing may be proceeded with; but if 
the solution become somewhat opaque, and a red 
sently fall from it, this deposit must be first fil 
clear fluid, which is thereby again rendered fit for use; or— 
which is indeed the better a aa ly of the test is 
prepared. The deterioration here arises from the 
Sonvereica of s portion of the tartaris acid inte racemic acid, 
which, equally with sugar, has a reducing power on the oxide 
of copper, and when present, of course corra the 

i according to the 
firmary, were found to have become 
bottles. "The freque few be maf kept in 

ttles, uent opening of 

> content iiis tantuney Gan-sapve extuttiarte ast 
ciepted fe ane pee tera parecwagy dh ermine 
employ a solution of the sulphate and tartrate of 
tein water, na a hi uor potasse when 


potash, 
the test is maybe kept ee and the 
Lam kept in ation tagethes for on indlb- 
finite time, with fall exposure to the air, without deteriora- 
tion. 


The necessity for using an excess of the test applies equall 
tat oriary diet ripe, ag wel to oe wih conta = 4 

a & composition ap- 
proaching the natural het canted st but as the reason for “P 


Nevertheless, enough of delicacy still remains 
to antiaty, and more than satisfy, eee een, 
cal research. 


U — of the kind here considered — with a minute p 


returns nearly to its natural state. These .re—abstinence from 
saccharine and amylaceous food, and, 4 fortiori, abstinence from 
all food ; accordingly, the morning urine, after the prolonged 
fast of the night may, in the less severe cases, be found almost 
A like effect follows the advent of an intereurrent 
Siicccthen upek Ghethendentiiemestians chihetentn 
part from diabetes, however, sugar is very rarely found in 
i ; and most of the cases so described are, | am con- 
testing. In my own experience 


condition attending the last stages 
disease have I ever discovered it, 


ing on excess is mot the same in the ¢we instances, and ae there colour from 


are important differences in the operation of the test in the two 
classes of urine, I shall call attention to them separately. 

(a) Method of testing ordinary diabetic urine. —Practically, 
the w cae bese eaanemarmoaenete-atatd 
career, may as a solution of grape in 8 
water. The natural constituents are in such small j tin 
a ee x Seeeeeee interfere 
with the operation of the 
If, after the tas: has been Heated to ebullition, one drop, or 


half a drop, of diabetic urine be added, the reaction occurs |.’ 


almost instantaneously, and the suboxide falls of a brick-red 
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to add the urine afterwards, Another advantage is secured 
by this proceeding. When the suspected urine contains a 
considerable proportion of earthy phosphates, the precipita- 
tion of these by the alkali of the test is apt to cause em- 
barrassment. phosphates fall in light, dirty-white floc- 
culi, which might be mistaken by the unwary for a deposi‘ 
of suboxide, When the test and urine are mixed together 
before applying heat, or the test is added to the boiling 
urine, the earthy phosphates fall in such fine flakes that the 
transparency of the mixture is impaired ; but if the urine be 
added to the boiling test, the mixture retains its translucency 
from the phosphates being thrown down in denser masses ; 
and by holding the tube between the eye and the light the 
es are seen floating in a clear, olive-green medium. 

In the class of saccharine urines now under consideration, 
the suboxide is always precipitated yellow, never red. The 
operation of the test is exceedingly distinctive, and takes place 
as follows:—The copper solution having been heated to ebulli- 
tion, and something less than an equal bulk of the suspected 
urine having been added, the mixture is again raised to the 
boiling point. It then changes to an intense opaque yellowish 
green, and slowly a bright yellow deposit subsides, If the 
urine contains less than half a grain per cent. of sugar the pre- 
cipitation does not take place immediately, but occurs as the 
liquid cools—in five, ten, or twenty minutes, and the manner 
of the change is a, nye the mixture — its trans- 
parency, and passes from clear olive-green to a light greenish 
Pope , looking just as if some drops of milk had fallen into 

tu This green milky appearance is quite characteristic 
of sugar. By this proceeding one-tenth of a grain per fluid 
ounce, or less than one-fortieth of a grain per cent., can with 
certainty be detected, and any quantity below this has no 
pathological signification, and is matter of only physiological 
interest. 

Some of the natural urinary ingredients, and ially uric 
acid, have the credit of being able to reduce the oxide of copper 
to a state of suboxide, and of becoming thereby the source of a 
notable fallacy in using this test for the detection of sugar. 
‘No fear, however, need be entertained on this score; I have 
over and over again treated urines containing an excess of uric 
acid, and even urine thick with the A AY urate deposit, 
-with the test-solution at a boiling heat, but have never ob- 
tained the least resemblance to the sugar reaction. It is, how- 
ever, to be borne in mind, that if urine be boiled with the test 
Sor a considerable time—say twenty minutes or half an hour— 
a reddish deposit falls, and the mixture assumes a muddy, 
“on appearance, although no sugar be present. The 

ish deposit appears to consist of the earthy phosphates 
necessarily precipitated by the alkali of the test, tinged red 
with some of the reduced oxide, perhaps by the instrumentality 
of uricacid. But this reddish i is only produced after 
prolonged boiling, and Leap ang iling is of all things the 
most to be avoided, because most utterly useless, in - 
forming the test. If simply raising the fluid to the boiling 
point, and then allowing to cool in a warm place, as in a jug 
of hot water or on the hob, fail to yield an indication of sugar, 
no amount of boiling will develop a trustworthy reaction. 

Recapitulating.—The best method of detecting sugar in urine 
is as follows:---Pour some of the prepared test-liquor into a 
narrow test-tube to the depth of three-quarters of an inch; heat 
until it begins to boil; then add two or three drops of the sus- 
pected urine. If sugar be abundant, a thick yellowish opacity 
and deposit of yellow suboxide are produced (and this changes 
to a brick-red at once if the blue colour of the test remains 
dominant). If no such reaction ensue, go on adding urine until 
@ quantity equal to the bulk of the test employed has been 
poured in ; in to ebullition; and, no ge occurring, 
set aside without further boiling. If no milkiness is produced 
as the mixture cools, the urine may be confidently pronounced 
free from sugar, for no quantity above a fortieth of a grain per 
cent. can escape such a search, and any quantity below that is 
devoid of clinical significance. 








The patient was a banker aged fifty, who was taken ill in conse- 
mence of a mental shock, and whose urine eventually yielded 
per cent. (?) of sugar. Sohumnmed Miidhen tages lb Gaanine 
improvement, but the patient was continually losing flesh, the 
as much as twenty-three in twelve days. 
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ON A PROPOSED REMEDY (A SPECIES OF 
GALIUM) FOR EPILEPSY AND OTHER 
SPASMODIC AFFECTIONS. 


NARRATIVE OF TWO VISITS TO THE HOSPITAL FOR 
EPILEPTICS AT TAIN, IN FRANCE. 


By JOHN W. OGLE, M.D., 
ASSISTANT-PHYSICIAN TO, AND LECTURER ON MEDICAL PATHOLOGY 
aT, 8T. GEORG@&'S HOSPITAL. 


(Concluded from p. 483.) 


Ir appears that there are a great number and varieties of the 
plant, of which several in France go by the name of “‘ Caille- 
lait,” or ** gaillet,” from their supposed property of coagulating 
milk. The plant has been for ages* popularly used in the 
dairy for rennet, (or runnet as it is termed,) in the formation 
of cheese, in Tuscany, France, and Etruria, and was formerly 
used in Kngland and Scotland as well, especially in Cheshire;+ 
and I find that at one time it was commanded by the Committee 
of our Privy Council for Trade that it should be cultivated in 
England owing to its being a good dye. 

I experienced no difficulty in meeting with the variety used 
at Tain (of which I had brought away a good specimen in a 
flowering condition) in the shops of several Parisian herbalists; 
indeed, it is a common rlant in several parts both of France 
and England, and this specimen I was assured by my friends, 
Sir William Hooker and Mr. Bentham, to be the galium 
album, or mollugo, well known in England as the lady’s bed- 
straw, sometimes as maiden hair or wild rosemary, and in Ger- 
many as the bett-stroh (unserer lieben Frauen) or lab-kraut, In 
a medical point of view the galium was, in olden time, regarded 
as useful for staunching hamorrhages from various parts,> and 
in checking fluxes,§ as an aphrodisiac, || as useful in cancers and 
ulcers, also in burns, ** wounds, t+ casesof gout,}} in hysteria, $& 
in jaundice, jj in the bites of dogs, as a dissolver of urinary 
calculi,*** &c, 

But especially does the galium appear to have been used as 
an anti-spasmodic, anti-epileptic, and (in the old phrase) anti- 
cephalic; and I will now, out of a great number of allusions to 
this use of the plant which I have gathered, (not to weary the 
reader by a long series of quotations, ) select a few which appear 
to be most apposite. 

Going so far back as the year 1577, Gesner, in his ‘‘ Epistole 
Medicinales,” p. 70, speaks of it as curing hysteria ;+++ and 
Tauvry, in his ‘‘ Traité des Médicamens,” speaks of it under the 
name of the ‘‘ petit muguet,” as being used in epilepsy. Boe- 
clero, in his ‘‘ Cynosura Mat. Med.,” 1729, besides ing of 
the galium as a vulnerary, and as useful in gout and skin 
eases, alludes to it as being useful in epilepsy. He also speaks 


les, lib. iv. cap. 96, Matthiolus’ De Plautis Epitome Utilissima, 
. Camerarius ; Francofarti ad Maepum, 1586, p. 868, Paulus 
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of a powder and an infusion of the plant being made by O. 
Borrichius, who wrote at Copenha, towards the end of the 

receding century. Short, also, in his ‘‘ Medicina Britannica,” 
ba cit., speaks of the galium luteum as being a vulnerary, and 
reported good in epilepsy and falling sickness, and describes a 
preparation of a syrup of the flowers for expelling the menses. 
Linneus, also, in his ** Materia Medica,” 1772," spoke of it as 
usefal in hysteria and epilepsy. 

The first specific case reported which I have met with in 
which epilensy was said to be cured by the plant, was commu- 
nicated in 1772 by M. Bonefos, junior, physician at Colioure, to 
Hautesierck’s “* Recneil d’Observations de Médecine des HOpi- 
taux Militaires,” tome ii., p. 449.+ It was that of a girl, eight 
years and a half old, who fer more than two years had been | 
subject to frequent and violent attacks of epilepsy. Bonafos, who | 
asserts that he had seen marvel!ous effects from this remedy in 
the hands of his father and brother, of Perpignan, treated the | 
patient with the expressed juice of the plant, in doses of four 
ounces, early in the morning whilst fasting, and subsequently 
with a strong infusion, The remedy generally induced much 
perspiration, and eventually produced an entire cure of the 
disease, At the end of one month the patient was attacked 
with an intermittent fever, which was thought by Bonafos to 
be capable of co operating in the cure of the epilepsy (allading 
to the opinion of Hippocrates). 

In the year 1775, Rutty§ described this plant as being useful 
for the cure of giddiness, spasm of the stomach, and the epi- 
lepsy of infants. as well as for burns and erysipelas; and speaks 
of preparations of the juice—infasion and decoction. He also 
quotes Ruppiuas as speaking of it as a soporific. 

In 1757, Lieutandj alludes to the galium being much recom- 
mended in the epilepsy of children, and to an infusion of the 
plant being given as well as the fresh juice (in doses of half an 
ounce to an ounce), as an antispasmodic; and in 1792, Dr. 
Callen, of Edinburgh, spoke of the supposed efficiency of the 
flowers of the galinm in epilepsy, of which he said he had him. 
self made several trials, He fails, however, to say what pre- 
parations he made use of; and it does not appear that these 
trials were very succeseful. 

In the following year (1793) the virtues of the galium were 
described by Murray, in a work published at Gittingen,** as 
especially serviceable in epilepsy, and as being a common 
remedy in Catalonia, according to Chomel,++ who mentions the 
juice as being used in doses of one tabl fal. 

Sw ediaur, in 1800, ++ spoke of the expressed juice of the galiam 
mollugo as being useful in epilepsy, given on a fasting stomach 
in doses of five or six ounces ; and of the galium verum§§ being 
used in hysteria and epilepsy, and also (as do many other writers) 
in hematuria ; and in the year 1807 Miller (whose Dictionary 
has been before quoted) spoke of the French as using it for 
these purposes, quoting also Withering to the same effect. 

In the year 1508 Willemet, in a work published at Paris. |i 
observes, —‘‘ The flowering topsof the galium album vulgare may 
replace those of the yellow caille-lait: they are anti-epileptic 
and anti-gouty. Jourdan, rector of the hospital at Tain (Danu- 
ee is the possessor of a remedy against epilepsy, which he 

as administered gratuitously, now for many years, with the 
greatest enccess. This is simply the juice of the caille-lait blanc 

ven with precaution in the dose of five or six ounces.” This 
escription by Willemet is alluded to in the Revue Médicale of 
1858, tome ii., p. 692, under the heading of “ Specitiques de 
lEpilepsie ;” and the question is very natarally asked, whether 
it would not be better for the rich proprietor of the secret to 
prevent the moving abont of the unhappy epileptics by teach- 
ing them how to select and to prepare this common plant, 
which grows in chos y number of localities. In the same pas- 
page a writer na Dervault is quoted as speaking of the 
galium as anti gouty. 

In the “ Dictionnaire des Sciences Médicales,” Paris, 1+12- 
1822, "| it is stated that the infusion of the fresh flowers of the 
galium verum is anti- modic, and used in nervous affections; 
and allusion is made to its use in Catalonia, and to its importation 
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as a remedy into France, by Bonafos; and to its usefulness in 
the hands of Jourdan at Tain (before mentioned). It is also 
described as forming, according to Guersant, a sedative diuretic. 
The employment of it by Bonafos is also mentioned by Richter 
in his ** Ausfiihrliche Arzneimittellebre,” 1827,* quoting from 
the ‘*Samml. ausserl. Abhand]. z Gebr. f. prakt. Aerzt.;"+ 
and it is commended as useful in epilepsy. And in the same 
year (1827) Portal, in his work on Epilepsy, p. 425, enume- 
rates the galium among other useful remedies, quoting from 
Geoffroy’s Materia Medica.§ Richards, in 1831. || spoke of the 
galium as diaphoretic, and as being formerly used in convulsive 
affec’ions, though now not much resorted to; and in the same 
year I find that Merat and De Lens. in their ** Dictionnaire 
Universelle de Matitre Médicale et de Thérapeutique Générale," 
describe the galium as anti-epileptic. Later on, in 1835, its 
anti-epileptic properties are specified in the ‘‘ Berlin Eneyclo- 
pedische Wérterbuch” &c. before mentioned; and in 1840, in 
Geiger’s ‘* Pharmaceutische Botanik” (second edition), by Nees 
von Evenbeck and Dierbach, it is stated** that the fresh juice 
and the decoction of the galium verum were formerly mach 
used in cases of epilepsy, hysteria, and skin eruptions ; and of 
the g:linm mollugo it is stated that the expressed juice, mixed 
with wine, is given in cases of epilepsy and gout. In 1846, 
Duchesne, in his * Repertoire des Plantes utiles"++ speaks in 
like manner of the galium mollugo. In 1850, Guibourt de- 
scribed the three varieties, galium luteum, mollugo, and aparine, 
as being all used in epilepsy. tt 

To come to more distinct allusion to the remedial virtues of 
the plant in epilepsy, I will now transcribe part of a letter 
from the pen of Dr. Miergues, jun., which appears in the 
Revue Médicale for 1853, $§ in answer to certain questions which 
had been put to his father, and which is quoted from the Revue 
Thérapeutique du Midi. Dr. Miergues writes as follows :— 

“In 1840 I pointed out to the Academy of Sciencesji] the 
employment of the galiam rigidum and galium mollugo against 
e lege. I have since then continued my observations u 
this property, sanctioned by the experience of three genera*ions 
of practitioners, My grandfather probably was instructed by 
Gonsu, his contemporary, who thus speaks in his ‘ Traité de 
Botanique Appliquée’: ‘ It is to Jourdan, Rector of the Hospital 
at Tain, that we are greatly indebted for having at last given 
the formula of an anti-epileptic remedy which bis family has 
long possessed ; and indeed it is this species (galium mollugo) 
which was so vaunted by the ancients, and termed galium 
palustre, album altiore folio, &c.’ . 

** Modern authors hardly mention this plant, which en, 
unexceptionable antispasmodic properties, and which, in 
present state of the medical art, may be considered as the most 
trustworthy anti-epileptic. Pharmaciens are farnishing us 
with the extract of galium, which we employ in doses of eight 

mes for children, and sixteen for adults. My experience 
as fully confirmed the opinion of Garidel, who observed that 
when the juice of this plant evacuates (éracue), its effect is most 
certain, continued study which I have made of these 
preparations compels me to try and revive this valuable agent 
(ce précieux agent) fallen into oblivion. The following is the 
best preparation, and it is that which I have sent to our late 
confrére, Dr. Gril, of Nismes. I bruise the plant fresh, to 
which | add a sixteenth of its weight of alcohol. I then pound 
some time longer. I squeeze out and expose the juice at a 
temperature of 100°. I filter and dissolve in the filtered liquid 
as much sugar as will give it the consistency of a concentrated 
syrup, to which I add a quart of orange-flower water. This 
syrup has a very agreeable taste, especially for children, who 
take it with pleasure. ‘The dose is one tablespoonfal an hour 
when the attacks are approaching, and two or three evening 
and morning at other times.” 

The above-mentioned observations of Miergues are also 
noted in the Gazette Médicale de Paris, 1853 (p. 699), and his 
escription given of the ae ‘comme l’anti épileptique le 

plus fiddle,” briefly stat : 

So much for the quotations and allusions which I have 
thought it well to bring forward from various writers regarding 
the galium as an agent in convulsive and spasmodic affections, 
specially epilepsy and hysteria, They are sufficiently nume- 
rous and important, I think, to form at any rate grounds for 
supposing that, as respects certain instances at least, prepara- 
FT ae 
| Elemens d’ Histoire Nat. Méd., tome ii., p. 277. 

** Zweite Hiifte, p. 893. 
tt Hist. Nat. des Drogues simples, tome iii. p. 78. 





. ti, p. 296, 
Observations sur la Nature et 
Vol. vi, p. 383. 
Paris: tome iii., 
T i Sol. 
ome 
Eh There vain attempted to obtain further notice of this report of 
ues to the Academy of Sciences. 
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DR. OGLE ON A PROPOSED REMEDY FOR EPILEPSY. 








tions of this t might be worthy of being used at the present 
time in senciet th kind, With the view of trying the effect 
of it in England, I had sent over to me by the kindness of M. 
Larnage a number of boxes of the galium lozenges, and also 
pe an additional ber witich remained unused from 
friends of the English patient, whose case I mentioned act 
vioasly. Moreover, I enlisted the attention of Messrs. Bullock 
and Reynolds, chemists, of Hanover street, who were 
—< te procure a quantity of the fresh galium grown in Lin- 
ire, as well as a quantity grown in the neighbourhood of 
Paris, and to prepare for me an extract of the recent juice and 
also a liquor. hese preparations are made from the expressed 
juice of the plant, gathered whilst in flower, to which a very 
e@mall quantity of water has been added, mixed with fifteen per 
«ent. of rectified spirit, for the purpose of preserving the solu- 
tion.” I am also having a syrup made according to the injunc- 
tion of Miergues, as above alluded to, for the use of children. 

With these supplies—viz., the lozenges made at Tain and the 
London. made extract and liquor—I have treated several cases 
of epilepsy, as well private as hospital patients, and also some 
cases not of epileptic character, but requiring what we are 
‘wont to call anti-spasmodics. With my hospital patients at 
feast I was, of course, unable to lay down with anything like 
@uecess such strict rules and quietude of life as are desirable, I 
was obliged to be content with giving the preparations on an 
empty stomach three times a day, as mach as possible refraining 
from giving other medical agents contemporaneously, In some 
cases—and they formed a large number—though not in all, ob- 
vious debility necessitated the conjanction of tonics; in others, 
@absequent to the use of tonics, anti-spasmodics, &c., I relied 
apor the galium singly administered. 

I will not, in a communication of so general a nature as this, 
venture to offer anything like details of the cases in which I 
have given the remedy. They have been cases indiscriminately 
taken amongst patients of every age, and of both sexes, &c.; bat 
in all cases, save one, I had reason for supposing that the cases 
‘were of inorganic origin. The result so far has been, on the 

, more favourable for the remedy than for any other that 
LT have tried in the same period of time, whether the number of 
the seizures on the one hand, or their strength and complication 
on the other, be considered. In one long-standing and severe 
ase, a young man of about twenty three years of age, by his 
own acknowledgment, the attacks were certainly kept, for above 
@ year, at a minimum both in frequency and intensity, under 
dts steady and continuous use, the change for the better occur- 

siegvery shortly after the use of the remedy was begun. 
ean only regret that [ have been unable to give the remedy 
hitherto so fair a chance, so to say, as it onght to have, in the 
matter of attendant care, hygiene, &c.; for it is only under 
@ach more advantageous circumstances that either its curative 
ies could be fully shown, or the nature of its action pro- 
So ioventianso ‘I may here remark, that I have found as 
pace | benefit from the London-ma:le preparations as from those 
brought from Tain. What may be the exact modus operandi of 
the galium I am far from being able to state. That it is not in- 
aetive 1 am sure. I have certainly, in some cases, found it 
provoke extensive vomiting and purging, and other very un- 
y wipe consequences ; and it will ve remembered that in 
recommendations above quoted as being given at Tain 
wpeeiies the use of the tablettes, they are to be persevered 
until a slight purgation is produced. It will be also 
in mind, that Dr. Miergues considered its action to be 

@iost certain when it acted as an ‘‘ evacuant.” 

It may be that, in certain cases, its properties depend on a 
merely evacuant action, Aguin, it may be eliminative of some 
— upon which, in some cases, the symptoms collectively 





epilepsy may depend, just as the colchicum, besides 
tive or evacuating action, appears to eliminate from 
a specific element of injury. It ought here to be re. 


* Jourdan, in his Pharmacopée Universelle, ou Conspectus des Pharma- 

‘Sopéses, &c., (Paris, second edition, tome i., p 394,) gives several recipes for a 

anti épilep'ique,” quoting from preceding formularies, and also for an 

of enille-lait, to be used as calminative and anti-spa»modic. Of these, 

first is from the Nouveau Formulaire Médical et Pharmaceutiqze (Sainte- 

. Paris et Lyon, 1840, and consists of six ounces of the expressed juice of 

and from one to two ounces of white wine. A second is trom the 

Pharmacentique of Piergnin (Montpellier, 1824), and consists of 

of castor, twenty drops; vinegar of rae, two ounces; and distilled 

enille-lait, three ounces. A third is from the Formulaire de Mont- 

s, 1830, and consists of three ounces each of distilled water of 

leaves ; vinegar of rue, two drachms ; tincture of castor, 

y drops; and syrup of steechas, one ounce, This is recommended to be 

when the warnings of the attacks are experienced. The infusion of 

be mode according to Ratier’s Formulaire ue des Hdpi- 

taux Paris, 1832, fourth edition, by adding two pints of water 

49 two drachms-of the flowers of the plant, and is recommended 
m eerebral affections as a calminative, to be taken tepid. 
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membered that by some the galium has beea looked upoa as 
anti-gouty in its properties ; and | know of one case in which 
the galium appeared to have produced considerable lithic-acid 
deposits im the urine. Or again, it may act beneficially by 
virtue of some sedative action upon the nervous —- gene- 
rally, or upon such individual parts of it as are well known te 
be pre-eminently concerned in the phenomena of epilepsy. 

Of the immediate action of the galium, an English lady, who 
has known several patients, and had assiduously watched one, 
treated with it, observes: ‘‘ The golium, as one of the first 
visible effects, produces better sleep, more tranquil nights, and 
greater calm in the system altogether. This alone, apart from 
any other benefit, made me glad to have known of the remedy,” 
This renders it probable that, at any rate, some portion of its 
good effects arises from sedative properties, 

It is quite clear that, at present, data so reliable as to form 
the basis of scientitie conclusions regarding the distinctive pro- 

rties of the galium album are wanting. Snch can only be 
orthcoming when a large number of cases shall have 
treated by the remedy, and when careful watching and distinction 
of the numerous kinds of cases in which the results of treat- 
ment have proved various shall have been instituted. 

Already | have alluded to one or two cases of which I have 
heard on reliable authority in which cure or amelioration tos 
great extent attended the galium treatment. Others I have 
heard of in which no such good resulted. I will now advert 
to some cases with which I have more recently become ac- 
quainted, in which success appeared to follow this mode of treat- 
ment. One was the case of an English clergyman, who, ety 
been incapacitated by epilepsy, had so recovered his health 
intellect as to be able to return to his duties as parochial 
clergyman. Another was that of a gentleman who was so cured, 
as it was thought, by the treatment that he was allowed to leave 
England for Canada, Another was that of an Irish gentleman, 
who had received much benefit from the treatment. The 
mother of the patient, whose case I mentioned at the com- 
mencement of this paper, was first informed of the mode of cure 
by a French lady, who had seen several remarkable cures from 
it. Another case of which I have notice was that of » clergy- 
man, who, in answer to my queries regarding the results of 
treatment in his own case, replied to me as follows :— 

** Dear Sir,—I will very gladly give you all the information 
T can respecting the Tain treatment of epilepsy. Perhaps I 
shall do best by speaking chiefly of myself. My first attack 
came on about twelve years ago, each 7 OSes agenda a coming 
at two months’ interval with considerable regularity. No 
medical treatment was of any service to me, except a i 
tion by the late Dr. Todd, of very careful and very scanty diet, 
I had then an intermission of a year and a half in the attacks ; 


but they recnrred, and some after-treatment—zine was the 
medicine given—certainly ty ome very much the severity 


of the attacks, At that time 
in the following May. 
whole, the effect in my own case has been 

health generally has been gradually improving, and the fits 
have decreased in severity. For the first six months of last 
year I was entirely free from them; then they came on, and 
those which I have had latterly have, I think, been a little 
worse. Still, speaking on the whole, I can fairly say that I 
have improved under the treatment. Cases were mentioned 
to me, but of which I know nothing personally, which had re- 
ceived entire cure, Indeed, I saw a French lady there last year 
who had been, [ was told, quite cured. And a young gentle- 
man who remained for some months at the Anile was, I un- 
derstood, cured.” This gentleman then alludes to certain cases 
which had come under his notice of want of success in the 
treatment, and proceeds to remark :—‘‘I think it not unlikely 
that the system may require more perseverance than some are 
inclined to give it, and that this may account for such 
failures as 1 have mentioned, 
imagine that any one system can be universally su 
especially taking into account the mysterious nature of the 
malady itself.” 

The last case of which I have obtained iaformation was that 
of an English military man, who has since died, but who for 
two years before his death had continuously taken the pites de 
galiuam, and who found benefit from no medicine so much as 
from this one. Of this case I have no farther 
having only been informed of it by Mr. Hogg, ist 
pine of Albion-place, Hyde-park, who had himeelf 

the lozenges for this patient from Tain during 


It ought to be remembered that of the cases of Englishmen 
who have benefited by this treatment, perhaps all have been 


heard of Tain, and I went there 





However, it is too much to. 
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cases in which proviens modes of twentmnent, of almost every 
possible kind, had been found to fail.* 


I will now bring to a close the observations which I have 
put together on the subject. To resume: After continuing to 
use the galiam in several cases subsequent to my first visit to 
the Asile at Tain, I determined to pay a second visit in the 
autumn of last year, hoping to find the expectations regarding 
the enlargement of the institution realized. This I did in 
August, but found that in most respee's things were much in 
the same condition as when I was there previously. Some 
slight alterations had been effected, but I did not learn that 
the accommodation for patients had been to any degree 

One patient whom I mentioned as having met and 
talked with at my first visit, in 1558, was still there, deriviag, 
as he thought, benefit; and I was giad to find that they were 
building a handsome solid stone chapel for the use of the Asile, 
apart from the building itself. This was provided with two 

large recesses, > the accommodation of patients when 
attacked with seizures during Divine service. I have no doubt 
that not only will the ision of a 1 conduce to the 
comfort of the patients, but that the administrations connected 
therewith will contribute towards the success of the general 
treatment pursued. I believe that the non plishment of 
the contemplated enlargement of operations is owing to the 
calls upon public sympathy being less readily to than 
was anticipated. Moreover, | found that Dr. Pialla, whom I 
before described as having contributed by his courtesy towards 
my understanding so much of what was being done there, bad 

t the neighbourhood. In his place was Dr. Perriat, a gentle- 
man practising at Tournon, who kindly showed me several 
cases of much interest amongst the inmates. 











Tain, and contains allusion to several cases of benefit and cure. It is stated ; 


CASES IN PRACTICE, 





considering the amount and kin‘ of research which has been of 
late devoted to the study of epilepsy and kindred affections, 
and the numerous alliances and connexious which it has beem 
found to possess, more comprehensive and particular questions 
might advantageously have been proposed in addition. 

Such, then, is the sum of the information which I am im the 
position to offer regarding the Asile at Tain, and what may be 
called the galium treatment there afforded. I will not now 
be so bold as to give any definite opinion regarding the claims 
of the treatment upon the attention of the ession, Whe- 
ther the supposed anti-epileptic virtues of the galium are due 
to eliminative or to sedative properties—or whether, indeed, 
the method of treatment adopted derives any considerable 

sure of its from the galium, or is only valuable by 
reason of the hygienic accompaniments, the attention to diet, 
the well-ordered life in reference to exercise, sleep, mental 
emotions, &c., regulation of the secretions, &c., which are very 
strictly enforced*—I will not take upon myself to determine. I 
am well aware of the valuable effects of these hygienie and 
common-sense precautions in the treatment of epilepsy, what- 
ever strictly therapeutic line is followed out (advantages which, 
however, the crowds who flock to Tain yearly can hardly be 
supposed to possess to any extent); and I also well know what 
effect, of a longer or shorter duration, the use of anythin 
like a new remedy has upon many patients. Yet, with 
these considerations, I have felt that the manner in which the 
galium treatment has been from time to time for many years 
spoken of, aud the use of it in my own hands, afforded ample 
reason for its being well considered and brought prominently > 
ward, in order that, by abundant and simultaneous trials in 
diverse cases and under various circumstances, its expected 
properties—the rationale of its action—may be 
tested. t+ 











As regards the galium, I found that since my previous visit, ' 

in addition to the pites, two other tions of the juice I would press the galium album upon the attention of the 
» The were made—namely, one combined with checolate, and one in | profession as at any rate pot wholly unworthy of trial, not 
he com- the form of asyrap. ‘These were made for the convenience of | merely in reference to epilepsy, but also in reference to other 
» of cure those who visited the Asile periodically ; to be used, like the | diseases in which the class of remedies termed sedatives and 
res from lozenges,+ in the interval. The syrup is sold under the term, | anti spasmodics are usually cousidered necessary. 
clergy- “Sirop anti-spasmodique,” and is described as having been | Upper Brook-street, May, 1862. 
sults of employed with success in all affectio:s of the nervous system, 

, te pel ue et Gea a 

rmation r longed exertions, or by chronic disease. is sai 
thaps I possess to some degree the advantages of opium without its in- CASES IN PRACTICE. 
attack conveniences, ‘‘ calming, without actin, upon the brain,” pro- By FREDERICK DALTON, Ese, M.R.C.S. 
coming ducing quiet nights, and replacing all n«reotic p*rations, 
y. No “which,” it is said, ‘‘ ought always to be excluded from the : 
rescrip- treatment of nervous aff ctions.” It is to be taken moraing Tux following cases have lately been under my care, and 
ty diet, and evening, two hours before and after food, in doses of one or | may, perhaps, be of some interest :— 
ttacks ; two fals, in an infusion either of the lime or The first case is that of a lady, aged sixty, single, suffer 
vas the leaves. Moreover I found that since my previous visit, M. | from a painful sore at the side of the right labia minora. 
everity Larnage had had a number of questions, printed on | commenced early in February, 1559, slowly increased, and 
vt there paper, to be answ by patients who apply for relief, so that ; r sisted the usual remedies, including caustic and black-wash 
on the in time he may procure a series of regular and valaable statis- | externally, with mercury and opium internally. By the month 
I. My tical observations, The questions are on the following heads :— | of May the sore was about an inch and a half in diameter, 
the fits Name, residence, age, profession, height, state of life (married | situated on indurated tissue, the edges everted, with a sli 
of last or not), temperament, character, state of intelligence, state of | irritating discharge. Its severe lancinating pain rendered the 
on, and memory, hea!th of father and mother or cause of their death, | contact of dressing unbearable. 
a little age at which the attacks appeared, cause of attacks, period of | May 14th, 1859 —I commenced using a lotion, composed 
that I time of their occurrence, at what intervals, mode of access of | of one drachm of trisnitrate of bismuth, with an ounce and ® 
ntioned the attacks, duration of attacks, condition of patients after the | half of olive oil, to be dropped on to the sore every hour or 
had re- attacks, what remedies have been used and with what effect, | two; my patient taking a draught containing five grains of 
st year whether the attacks occur in the day or night. It is clear that | iodide of potassium three times a day. In the course of @ 
gentle- replies to these queries from so many patients as come to Tain | few days the pain somewhat diminished ; and at the end of 
, I un- twice a year, would furnish interesting scientific results; yet | three weeks the sore looked Jess unhealthy. The treatment 
m coats — was continued till October, when the sore was 
in the * I would here alate to » popular assert ae of tn ation eottem of healed. 
nlikely eure r 4 i . . 
ene ate found in a litle mite: | Tailed “The cnthly Packet” (see aera The second case is one of cancer, occurring in the breast of 

January, 1862). This account is written by one who had been a patient at 


the housekeeper of the above lady. The patient was unmarried, 





é oung . aged forty-nine. Menstruation had ceased two years preri- 
—_- inde (ain to the meine pb. ah oS ba ously. A swelling was first observed in July, 166). This 

not half. 1 & gentleman, 
oe po So * ee aia oe eee, 
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as that there isan p : become quite from the Pharmaceutical Journal and Transactions, edited by 
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slowly increased till the middle of December, when its growth 
became more rapid. When first examined on the 3rd of Jan, 
last, it felt as a hard, irregular, rounded mass, about four inches 
in diameter, and free, except at the portion to which the nipple 
‘was retracted.* The superficial veins were enlarged, and the 
integuments becoming slightly inflamed. The axillary glands 
were not affected. 

On the 9th of January (my patient objecting to chloroform) 
I removed the tumour by transfixing the breast for the outer 
flap, and then dissecting as usual. On the third day the wound 
was healed, with the exception of a small portion, which has 
since ulated healthily. 

Under the microscope the tumour exhibits the cells con- 
sidered diagnostic of cancer. My patient, who is in good 
health, is now taking liquor arsenicalis, in small doses, with 
ber meals. 

Doughty-street, May, 1962. 
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MEDICINE AND SURGERY 


IN THE 


HOSPITALS OF LONDON. 


Nulla est alia pro certo noscendi via, nisi quam plurimas et morboram et 
-@iasectionum historias, tam alioram proprias, collectas habere et inter se com- 
parare.—Moreaemi. De Sed, et Cans. Mord,, lib. 14, Proemium, 


GUY'S HOSPITAL. 

CARCINOMA OF THE SPINE, HEART, INTESTINES, AND 
OTHER ORGANS, IN A BOY AGED FIPTEEN 
YEARS ; PARAPLEGIA; DEATH. 

(Under the care of Dr. Ress.) 


Tue following case is full of interest on account of its ex- 
treme rarity. The spinal symptoms were manifested only 
five weeks before admission, having produced complete para 
plegia. The reader will obtain much information, with the 
details of several cases of cancer affecting the spinal column, 
meninges, and medulla, in Dr. Walshe’s valuable monograph 
on this disease. This physician mentions, that when cardiac 
cancer is associated with cancer elsewhere, it is always se 
condary; and of twenty-five cases which he had brought to 
gether, in two only was it affirmed to be limited to the 
heart. 

Samuel J——., aged fifteen, was admitted into John ward on 
the 17th of December, 1861, About five weeks before this he 
began to feel pain in his back, and soon afterwards weakness 
in his legs. This had increased to total paralysis when he was 
admitted. There was paraplegia, of motion complete, and loss 
of sensation as high as the knees. The paralysis gradually 
increased upwards unti! the respiration became affected, but 
the arms remained free. A tumour could be felt in the lower 
part of the abdomen. He died on the 3st. 

Autopsy, twenty four hours afier death,—The body was spare, 
and on the buttock was a slight bed-sore. Spine: On cutting 
through the skin, a mass of cancer was seen infiltrating the 
muscles over the upper part of the dorsal region. This cancer 
had penetrated between the arches of the vertebre, and had 
entered the spinal cord, To the outer surface of the sheath at 
this part cancerous growths were attached. On opening the 
sheath the arachnoid appeared quite healthy, and the cancer 
had not entered. At one or two spots on the cord slight pro- 
jections existed, which suggested the presence of some distinct 
deposits of cancer ; as, however, the cord was here much soft- 
ened, this was not satisfactorily ascertained. On passing the 
finger along the whole length of the cord, the projections in 
the cervical and lumbar regions were found to be of their na 





* This nipple, and the one of the other breast, had been retragted so:ne 
years. 





tural hardness; but the whole of the cord between these was 
remarkably soft. When incised, the softened medullary matter 
squeezed out in a semifluid form. This was most apparent in 
the upper part of the dorsum, where the disease existed out- 
side, Numerous granular bodies were seen by the microscope. — 
The lungs were in a state of chronic lobular p ia. The 
lower lobe was solidified, the section showing masses of 
hepatization scattered through them. and the intervening 
tissue the subject of a more recent inflammation. No cancer 
was discernible. The heart contained the usual coagula ; but 
growing from the septom auriculorum was a carcinomatous 
tumour about the size of a small walnut, and attached by its 
long axis. It grew from the lower border of the foramen 
ovale, and projected into the right auricle. This growth did 
not appear in any way to interfere with the heart's action.— 
Abdomen: At the lower part of the belly, and lying more on 
the right side, was a tumour covered by omentum. On re- 
moving the latter, it was found quite movable, being a cancer- 
ous growth of the large intestine. The tumour was about the 
size of a closed fist, and was formed by cancer of the coats of 
the bowel and cancer of the mesentery and its glanda, On 
cutting through the intestine, the disease was seen to affect its 
coats throughout, and the intestine, being distended, formed a 
large cancerous surface the size of the open hand. The walls 
were nearly a third of an inch in thickness, and apparently 
composed entirely of the new substance. The mvcous mem- 
brane was in parts destroyed, but the peritoneal coat remained, 
the disease appearing through it as a milk-white tumour. The 
walls of the diseased part were very hard, and the cancer did 
not suddenly cease by a defined edge, but was continued up- 
wards and downwards in the submucons coat; and, as a conse- 
quence, the valvule conniventes, being thus infiltrated, pro- 
jected as hard ridges across the bowel. The mucous membrane 
being here intact, it required the finger to feel how the usually 
soft folds of mucous membrane had become changed into these 
hardened ridges. The cancer extended into the mesentery, 
and some of the neighbonrin gan’ were enlarged. The ad- 
ventitious substance was soft, t did not emit so opaque and 
milky a juice as in the most marked cerebriform ; it appeared to 
contain much delicate fibrous tissue. At this part it was not 
apparent in which tissue the disease had commenced ; but a 
short distance from it, another portion of bowel was affected 
in a less degree, which clearly showed that the disease had 
commenced in the coats themselves, A white hard mass, about 
the size of a half crown, was observed in the coats of the in- 
testine, and, on cutting open the bowel, this was seen to be 
formed in the coats opposite the mesentery. It had not quite 
encircled the bowel, and thus the side attached to the mesen- 
tery was free. The mucous and serous membranes being free, 
the disease appeared to be formed in the sub-tissue either of 
mucous or serous membrane. The disease was situated at 
about the lower end of the jejunum. The liver and spleen 
were healthy. Kidneys contained several large nodules of 
cancer, Both testes contained cancer, or rather the epididymis 
of both, and the vas deferens of the left. 





CANCER HOSPITAL. 
CARCINOMA OF TIE SPINE AND OF BOTH BREASTS ; 
FATAL RESULT. 
(Under the care of Mr. Werpen Cooke.) 

J. B-—., aged forty-five, was admitted in April, 1860, with 
scirrhus of both breasts. The induration was extending across 
the sternal interval, the ‘‘ scirrhe en plaques” of Velpeav, She 
improved in her general health, and no progress in the disease 
was apparent until about two mouths after admission, when 
she began to complain of pain in the region of the first lumbar 
vertebra, with much loss of power in the lower extremities. 
This increased until she became quite unable to rise from or 
turn in her bed; faintings and great general prostration of 
strength, with sleepless nights, supervened, and she lost all 


appetite for food. The bowels acted with great difficulty, but- 
the largement 


re was no retention of urine. There was slight en 
over the first lumbar vertebra, and pain on pressure. Unfor- 
tunately no -mortem examination was obtained in this 
case, wished to go home to die, and that event happened 
a few days after she left > Sa Although the proof 
was wanting, the symptoms inted to cancerous de- 
pesit in or cround the lower part of the apianl escd. 
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ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL. 


EFFUSION OF BLOOD INTO THE SPINAL CANAL IN A 
CASR OF CHOBRA. 


(Under the care of Dr. FuiuEr.) 


Ayw H. H——., aged nine years, was admitted March 5th, 
1862. Two years before, she was a patient under Dr. Fuller for 
chorea, which was the result of fright, and which yielded to 
treatment. Until November last her health continued good, 
but at that date she had scarlet fever, and had since suffered 








treated at first by Dr. Farre’s usual plan of grey and Dover's 
pee without any effect. He was then given acetate of 
ead and opium with some benefit ; but the stools continued to 
be horribly offensive. This last condition was arrested by 
charcoal injections, which acted most admirably ; their use was 
required for about eight days only. When we last saw the 
patient (May 5th), the dysenteric ~— had ceased about 
two weeks, and he was nearly well. He was taking taraxacum 
with infusion of gentian. 

The use of charcoal enemata is worthy of remembrance in 
such cases as the above, when the stools persist in maintaining 
a very offensive character. 


KING'S COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 


CLINICAL BEMARKS ON A CASE OF STRICTURE OF THS 
FEMALE URETHRA. 


(Under the care of Mr. Fercusson.) 
THE present instance, Mr. Fergusson remarked, was one of 
the curiosities of surgery. He had not seen such a case before, 


and simple though it was. The patient, a woman about thirty-five 


st began rapidly to fail ; 

vot chon chaos bot ches loaves 

exhaustion. 

Autopsy, thirty-three hours after death.—The 


When this was cut i 
dull-red colour, but perfectly smooth and shiny. The pia mater 
of the cord was very vascular; the cord itself to all appearance 





8ST. BARTHOLOMEW’'S HOSPITAL. 
GOOD EFFECTS OF CHABCOAL ENEMATA ON THE EVACUATIONS 
OF DYSENTERY. 
(Under the care of Dr. Farrn.) 

Ar this hospital a patient has just become convalescent, 
whose recovery was to some extent accelerated by the use of 
enemata of charcoal. 

peat re Sine ee irty-four, whose habits 
are regular, was admitted on 3rd. ithout any clearly 

cause he was attacked with all the sym of 
» and the pain in the epigastrium severe. was 





years of age, had been sent to him by a friend in London, as 
she could not void her urine. He endeavoured to pass an in- 
strument into the bladder, but could not succeed. She had 
much pain after micturition, and had some of the symptoms of 
culculus; and he was prepared in his operation to have ex- 
tracted a stone, if it had been present. He thought the best 
plan to adopt was to give her chloroform, and enlarge the 
urethra at once by a single operation, in preference to submit- 
ting her to a num of cporatiens Vy Gietation, 08S SEES 
in the male urethra. ‘* You may remember,” Mr. 

id, ‘“‘ that I could pass only a small instrument, not 

memes A pny A No. 3 catheter could not be passed, 
in getting in a grooved director, and, with a 
little force, introduced a small sound upon it; when, finding 
no stone present, he ran a narrow probe: pointed bistoury into 
the urethra, and made a notch on either side, and then readily 
a No.8 catheter. He now anticipated that the urethra 
would assume its normal dimensions. The stricture, he further 
remarked, probably : large ; ‘ 
the urethra, the contraction of which in healing had ended in 
a severe stricture. The previous history of the patient, how- 
ever, was unknown. The subject, he said, was not mentioned 
in any of the ordinary books. 

In the “ Mirror” of the 23rd Fe’ , 1861, we placed on 
emale urethra, under 
ital, caused by injury 
n our remarks on that 

interesting caso we gave references to other examples, - 
cially to one published in the fourth volume of the Cyclopestis 
of Anatomy and Physiology (p. 1267), also occurring in the 
practice of Mr. Curling. Another instance of the same 
associated with rupture of the perineum, will be found in 
following case. 


LONDON HOSPITAL. 


VESICO-VAGINAL FISTULA COMPLICATED WITH URETHRAL 
STRICTURE ; ONE OPERATION ; CURE. 


(Under the care of Mr. MAUNDER. ) 


A. H——, aged twenty-two, has borne two children, and 
on each occasion was delivered by forceps. Immediately after 
the birth of the second child the urine flowed per vaginam, and 
continued to do so up to the day of admission, Feb. 11th, 1862. 
On examination, a fistulous opening, about half an inch wide, 
running transversely, and situated about two inches from the 
meatus urinarius, was found to exist, establishing a communi- 
cation between the bladder and vagina. A No. 6 catheter, in- 


weeks were occupied in dilating the stricture, when, on 
March 12th, No. 10 catheter having been into the blad- 
der, the patient was put under i of chloroform 
i nearly prose. The edges of the fistula were vivi- 
partly b W Three! casa acest eal ” (made 

an 


3 ey Ae guide 
sep complete, the mh age a 


U 
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brought together, and kept in apposition by the interru 
wire suture, the cut ends of which were afterwards mer 
by a perforated shot. An elastic catheter, chan second 
day, was retained in the bladder until the ei day, when, 
having set te good deal of irritation, it was removed alto- 

er, and the patient at once passed urine per urethram. On 

ninth day two sutures were removed, and a little urine 

to well up through the fistula. On the fifteenth 

remaining sutures were removed, and since that time (26 
March) the patient has been going about the ward, and has 
even left the hospital, the whole of the urine passing per 
urethram. 

April 5th.—There is a tendency to re 

ture, which will probably necessitate 
some time to come. 


uction of the stric- 
e use of a bougie for 





WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


CLINICAL REMARKS ON AMPUTATION OF THE LEG, IN A 
CASE WHERE PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS 
WAS PEESENT. 


(Under the care of Mr. Hott.) 


Ow the 6th of May, a male patient, aged about fifty-five 
years, was submitted to amputation of the left leg, above the 
knee, for exhausting disease of the latter. The pain and suffer- 
img were so great that the man prayed to have his leg removed. 
He was greatly reduced in health; and now had deposit of 
tubercle in both lungs added to his other complaint. The ope- 
ration was performed solely as a palliative measure, to relieve 
suffering, and to prolong life if possible, even for a short period 
of time. After it was accomplished, Mr. Holt made some 
clinical remarks. 

He said that this man had been in hezpital some time 
ander his care, for disease of the knee-joint of eighteen months’ 
duration. By active treatment, such as the use of blisters, 
confinement of the limb ia splints, and attention to the general 
health, the patient left the hospital tolerably well. Mr. Holt 
had hoped that it was one of those cases in which, being treated 
sufficiently early, the improvement would have continued. The 
man, however, met with an accident, and fresh inflammation was 
set up, which proceeded to involve the articular cartilages and 
ends of the bones, Abscesses formed around and within the 
joint, and it became deformed as well as diseased. 

The patient was now in such a low condition that it was 
quite impossible he could recover. The question arose whether 

tation or excision should be performed. 
no choice left; for the general th was bad, and, on ex: 
amining the man’s chest, the lungs were discovered to be 
studded with tubercles. There was no hope therefore from 
the adoption of excision, as there was an absence of that amount 
of health necessary for the repair and union of the divided ends 
of the bones, Should his leg be amputated? or should he be 
allowed to go on and die with such terrible suffering as he had ? 
Mr. Holt urged him to undergo the operation to allow of some 
relief for the time being, with the possibility of arresting the 
pulmonary disease. This, Mr. Holt observed, was not a new 
doctrine, for it had been broached by other surgeons, whose 
experience showed that it was an advantage. He therefore 
gave the man this chance. 

The operation was not quite so rapid as is sometimes seen, 
for all the tissues were so infiltrated with disease that they 
adhered to the femur, and did not retract on division. The 
tissues had to be cut away from the bone. Very little blood 
indeed was lost, and the man is not placed in a more un- 
favourable condition than before. It will be interesting to 
watch, Mr. Holt remarked in conclusion, whether the lung. 
disease will become arrested by the removal of such a painful 
and exhausting affection of the limb. 

Up to the present time the man has uae favourably, 
and there is certainly no aggravation of the chest malady. The 
operation, therefore, has proved decidedly advantagvous, 








Raitway Accipents.—A small but most remarkable 
blue book has just been issued, enumerating the number and 
nature of railway accidents on all the lines of the United 
Kingdom in the year 186]. The d total is formidable 


enouzh, representing no less than killed, and $83 
wounded by railway accidents. In this awful list of sacrifices, 
paid for the benefit of cheap travel, the London, Brighton, 
and South Coast leads the woy by 23 killed and 209 wounded, 





Wodical Societies. 
PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 
Dr. CopLanp, PRESIDENT. 


A report by Dr. Ogle and Mr, Ernest Hart was read, on 
Mr. Hart’s case of Cystic Mammary Tumour exhibited at a 
previous meeting. It proved to be a simple fibro-cystic tumonr. 

Dr. Harry showed the 

SUPRA-RENAL CAPSULES AND PORTIONS OF SKIN 


iably so. 
Dr. Hartey believed there had been fifty 

alluded to scattered through the English and 

Virchow, whose ities were ex 


In this there was | been 


Mr. Canton exhibited a specimen of 
MALPOSITION OF THE RIGHT KIDNEY. 


two in number; one sprang from the aorta immediately before 
its division, and the other arose from the left iliac artery. The 
kidney was unasually small and somewhat lobulated. The 
pelvis of the organ and the upper of the ureter were dis- 
tended by a large oxalate. of-lime The sigmoid flexure 
of the colon was on the right side of the body. ‘he specimen 
was removed from an old di ing-room subject. 
Dr. W11ks exhibited the following :— 


I.—ANZMIA LYMPHATICA, WITH SPECIMENS OF ENLARGED 
LYMPHATIC GLANDS, AND PORTIONS OF VISCERA CONTAINING 
A PECULIAR DEPOSIT, 
The case was that of a y 
had been under the care 
years, and whom Dr. Wi 
symptoms were of the 
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panying phenomena, the patient being very pale, and having 
test exertion. There 


apparent glands was in the neck ; but 

death a very large tumour of eularged lumbar glands foun 
in the abdomen. There was no deposit in the spleen, as is 
usual in such cases; but the liver was very remarkably affected. 


bility this form of disease is a peculiar one, in which the lym- 
phatic system iy the body is more or less affected; 
the enlargement of glands being the main characteristic, 
after this, deposit in the spleen, and then similar deposit in th 
liver, kidneys, &c, The symptoms during life are simply those 
of anwuia, 
Ul. JAUNDICE IN AN INFANT, WITH OBLITERATION OF 
HEPATIC DUCTS. 

This specimen of liver came from a child six weeks. He 
was brought to the infirmary in the W: road, suffering 
from jaundice, and Dr. Wilks was told that the ehild had never 
[ommight ald tees the motions always being white. When a 

ht old, jaundice came on, and continued until death at 
the age of six weeks, After death the liver was found of a 
dark-green colour, and apparently the gall-bladder was absent. 
On further examination, however, the cellular tissue, which 

red to occupy its place, was found to contain a small 
canal just large enough to admit a bristle. To this, however, 
no exit could be found ; and on endeavouring to discover the 
hepatic ducts, these in like manner could not be made ont. 
The opening of the common duct in duodenum was natural ; 
bat no hepatic duct could be found joining the pancreatic. It 
appeared therefore as if the larger Sem had become shrunken 
and obliterated. 

ML TWO POUNDS OF FAT REMOVED FROM A CYST NEAR 
THE BLADDER. 

This was sent to the museum of Guy’s Hospital by Mr. 
Pretty, of Fressingfield, Suffolk, for an epinion as to its nature. 
This gentleman was called to a y man suffering from re- 
tention of urine, which had agers coming upon him 
for some time. He was ved by a catheter, when there 
was found a large tumour pressing upon the neck of the bladder, 
and reaching above the pubes. As the relief i 
was only temporary, Mr. Pretty explored the tumour, and sub- 
sequently punctured it per rectum, when there flowed 
the canula two of oil, which consolidated on cooling 
into a mass of fat. 

Dr. Wilks knew of no similar case, and said the only cysts 
containing a fatty matter of this kind were the dermoid cysts 
of the ovary, and the analogous ital cysts containing 
hair sometimes found in other parts of the body. 

IV. GOUTY DEPOSIT IN THE JOINTS AND BONE. 

These were specimens of gouty deposit in the knee, ankle, 
and joints of the foot ; also a finger, showing urate of soda de- 
posited in the bone itself. 

V. LIGATURE OF THE COMMON CAROTID, 

A specimen exhibited for Dr. Tyerman, of 
from a man who died three days after he ira ca bb sor 
and in whom the carotid was tied. 








OBSTETRICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 
May 7 rx, 1862. 
Dr. Trier Surra, Presipent, ox THE Cuarr. 


Tue titles were read of upwards of 200 works on Obstetric 
Medicine, presented to the Society by Sir Charles Locock, 
Bart., M.D., &c., the Honorary President. . 

ON THE INTERNAL SURFACE OF THE UTERUS AFTER 
DELIVERY. 
BY J, MATTHEWS DUNCAN, M.D., ETC., 
LECTURER ON MIDWIFERY, EDINBURGH. 
proposed to show that as the modern 
¢ of the true condition of the decidua or mucous 








membrane of the uterus in early nancy was a great acquisi- 
tion for physi A ee ical medicine, the 
completion of our knowledge of the ition of the same part 
in the end of pre y and after delivery would be equally if 
not more valua Our understanding it thoroughly would 
contribute greatly to our hension of various post-partum 

i and ially of heterogeneous agyregation in- 
cluded under the name of puerperal fever. In regard to both 
of these subjects, the writings of William Hunter had been 
grossly misin Errors which his brother John had in- 
troduced had been attributed to him, while a careful scrutiny 
of his writings showed that he held and taught, though in an 
imperfect manner, the modern and undoubtedly correct views 
regarding the decidua of early pregnancy, and the state of the 
mucous membrane after delivery. 

Craveilhier was the anatomist on whose authority most mo- 
dern authors rested, asserting that after delivery the whole in- 
ternal surface of the body of the uterus was left, like an ampu- 
tation stump, a bare muscular surface, and that healing was 
effected after a process of suppuration and granulation. This 
theory was quite inconsistent with physiological and patho- 
logical laws, and with the known facts regarding the uterus 
and the lochia. Heschl accepted the statement of Cruveilhier 
regarding the denudation of the muscular fibres of the uterus, 
and only suggested a new explanatory of the mode of 
healing of the surface. Dr. Matthews Duncan maintained that 
at no time was the muscular tissue laid bare ; that a layer of 
mucous tissue was left everywhere covering the proper mus- 
cular structure ; that, as the uterus diminished in size, this 
mucogs tissue increased ia thickness; and that healing teok 
place by a process to that followed by the or 
any mucous membrane denuded of its superficial ions. He 
had particularly to point out that this was true of the placental 
site, in which the persistent!y open uterine sinuses, after a rich 
muconas membrane was evident, showed that no new membrane 
was formed over the old tal surface, as Cruveilhier and 
Heschl imagined, but that the remains of the decidua serotina 
reconstructed a new mucous membrane. 

The author alluded to the valuable contributions to our 
knowledge of this subject from Priestley and Kobin, and com- 
mented on the ignorance or neglect by the latter of all but 
French observations on this subject. He did not agree with 
the opinion of Robin, adopted by Priestley: that the old uterine 
mucous membrane is detached about the midcle of pregnancy, 
and a new one then begins to be formed. This notion was 
quite inappli to the tal site ; it was quite in oppo- 
sition to the fact that at no time was the internal surface of the 
uterus found denuded of mucous stractures, and no sufficient 
observations were adduced oa which it could be founded. 

The new views regarding the internal surface of the uterus 
after delivery were in accordance with all the other known 
facts on this subject, especially the absence of inflammation 
and the nature of the discharges after healthy delivery. 

Dr. Priestiey said that he would not long occupy the time 
of the Society, bat as Dr. Matthews Duncan had made frequent 
reference to his published observatious, he craved permission to 
say a few words. The chief questions at issue were, Ist, What 
is the condition of the interior of the uterus after delivery? 
and 2ad, By what process does the interior of the uterus regain 
the condition of the unimpregnated organ’? In reference to 
the first point, Dr. Priestley had no hesitation in expressing 
his conviction that the sagacious opinion of William Hunter, 
so ably discussed and contirmed by the researches of Dr. Dun- 
ean, was the correct one. The plane of muscular fibres lying 
next the cavity of the uterus was not denuded in the way de- 
Se es and the interior of the uterus was 

80 analogous to a stump after amputation, 
Givlaed vessels were found open at the 
reference int, he differed 


i conception 
fibro-cellalar structures of the decidua, and hence the repro- 
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duction from the basement isieiiene during the latter half 
of pregnancy, of those cell particles, which were intended to 
replace the original mucous membrane. 


A CASE OF UNSUSPECTED PREGNANCY AND LABOUR. 


BY T H. TANNER, M.D., 


ASSISTANT-PRYSICIAN FOR THE DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN TO 
KING'S COLLEGB HOSPITAL, BTC. 


Dr. Tanner was sent for on Thursday morning, the 17th ult., 
at nine o'clock, to see Mrs, J——, forty-two years of age, who 
had been suffering in in the abdomen since eleven 

o'clock on the wk ey night. The patient stated that she 
hell Geen married rather more than three years, and that she 
had never been pregnant. The catamenia were last on some 
time in June, 1861, but as they had been very scanty for five or 
six months before, their cessation was attributed to the *‘ change 
of life.” The abdominal pain came on in xysms ; it had 
been peotigves by medicine and Mt astard poulie; and the 
assistant of a surgeon in the arhood pronounced 
the suffering to be due to fateheee and inflammation. This 
opinion coincided with that entertained by the patient, as well 
as with the views of the husband, mother-in-law, and a married 
sister, who had been sitting up ‘with her, On examination it 
was found that the lady was in labour, the membranes bei 
ruptured, the os uteri dilated to the size of a crown- 
the head of the fetus entering the brim of the pelvis, with 
the vertex prey ting. In a few hours Dr. Tanner "Socted 
delivery with the forceps, the child (a female, arrived at ma- 
turity) being born with animation ded ; it was, however, 
restored by the persevering use of artificial respiration, to the 
gratification of the astonished parents. This case serves to 
establish as a fact—that a woman may conceive, may go to the 
fall term of gestation, and may be in labour for ten hours, with- 
out having any suspicion that she is pregnant. 


BRIEF REMARKS ON ANESTHESIA IN MIDWIFERY. 
BY THOS. SKINNER, M.D., ETC. 


The object of the author was to show the safety with which 
chloroform could be employed to relieve the pains of parturi- 
tion, and to exhibit a simple Bo by which anesthetic 
agents might be econo y administered. 

Dr. PRiesTLEy considered Dr. Skinner’s apparatus ingenious ; 
and as it allowed air to pass freely through its texture, it was 
not open to the same objections as a mask or other instrument. 
It seemed to him somewhat fragile, and might be easily broken 
when clutched by partially insensible patients. The bottle 
arrangement he believed would prove useful, and might effect 
an important economy in form. 

Dr. Graity Hewirr thought it a that the duration 
of the labour in cases where chloroform was given should be 
stated. He had found that chloroform sometimes exercised a 
most decided effect in putting a stop to the progress of labour, 
and that in cases where anesthesia was for other reasons most 
i 








chicos and Hotices of Pooks. 


Essays on Scientific and other Subjects, contributed to the Edin- 
burgh and Quarterly Reviews. By Sir Henry Houianp, 
Bart.,'M.D., F.B.S., D.C.L., Physician in Ordinary to the 
Queen. London : Longmans. 

Tue essays of Sir Henry Holland were written, as he tells 
ns, in great part during the journeys or voyages he has been 


accustomed to make in the autumn of every year. In the 
course of these holiday excursions during the last twenty years, 
aided by facilities unknown before, he has repeatedly visited 
Asia, Africa, and America. Frequently travelling alone, and 
often by routes rarely followed, he has beguiled the solitude of 
parts of his sojournings by penning these essays, which have 
appeared at different times in the Edinburgh and Quarterly 
Reviews, and are now collected and published in a separate 
volume. With one exception, that on Roman History, all are 
on scientific subjects ; and while it may be truly said that they 
present a faithful picture of the present state of Natural Science, 
they will also be found fall of interesting and profitable reflec- 
tion, coming as they do from an accomplished scholar, philo- 
sopher, and physician. 





The first essay is on ‘‘ The Progress and Spirit of Physical 
Science”—a fitting introduction to the others, and forming in 
itself an admirable epitome of the subject. The next is on 
** Life and Organization,” and is one of the most philoso 
phical in the book. Then follows ‘‘ Human Longevity.” 
Whilst the author dissents from the doctrine of Flourens that 
a century is the natural term of human existence, he thoroughly 
agrees with him that individual habits may be made to contri- 
bute much to the healthy prolongation of life. 

The subjects next in rotation are: Roman History—Julius 
Cesar; Physical Geography of the Sea—Atlantic Ocean, the 
Mediterranean Sea; Mezeors and Aérolites; Humboldt’s Cos. 
mos—Sidereal Astronomy; Australia—Coral Reefs; Life of 
Dalton— Atomic Theory; Modern Chemistry; and Natural 
History of Man. 

In the last essay, the author, after carefully going into the 
physiological argument in relation to man, concludes with the 
remark, that it may be considered as proved that man is one 
in species, and as highly probable that all the varieties of this 
species are derived from one stock and 4 single locality on the 
earth. He merely touches upon the argument as borne out by 
the history of human language ; but he makes an observation 
to the following effect—That language should exist at all, and 
that it should exist among every people and community of the 
earth, even those lowest in the scale of civilization, is in itself 
a cogent argument for the unity of man as a species. 

The greater number of these Essays have a relation to the 
progress and actual state of the physical sciences. ‘* Written 
with the view to such illustration,” remarks the author, ‘‘ they 
will, I trust, be read under the same view—that is, not as 
formal treatises on these several subjects, but as general out- 
lines, denoting the new methods and spirit of modern research, 
the more recent and remarkable discoveries in each science, 
and those mutual connexions of all, the knowledge of which is 
among the highest attainments of man in his study of the 
natural world around him.” 

In his preface the author mentions that such alterations and 
additions have been made in those articles purely scientific as 
were rendered necessary by the rapid growth of physical know- 
ledge. We feel assured that this volume of Sir Henry Hol- 
land wili receive a hearty welcome from the profession of which 
he is so distinguished a member. Here, in a few pages, the 
various sciences are portrayed at a single view, being so inter- 
woven with one another as to form an harmonious whole. 





The Functions and Disorders of the Reproductive Organs. B 
WituaM Actor, On Third Edition. hed 
Churchill. 

Tuus book has now been on its trial for several years, and the 
appearance of the third edition indicates that it has met with 
a considerable number of readers. Mr. Acton has never feared 
to touch pitch; and by his readiness to deal with the diseases of 
the reproductive organs in all their most questionable forms and 
social relations, he has shown a boldness for which Duchatelet 
is one of the most respectable authorities, and of which Lalle- 
mand affords a vigorous example. A great part of this book 
is addressed to the patient rather than to the medical practi- 
tioner, and such chapters as Sexual Precocity, Masturbation 
in Childhood, Continence, Celibacy, Early Marriages, Early 
Betrothals, Long Engagements, Virility, Marriage, Sexual In- 
tercourse in Marriage, Sexual Indifference, Ungratified Sexual 
Excitement, and others, dissect the moral and mental pheno- 
mena connected with these matters as fully as their medical 
relations, The task is one of great delicacy, and there are 
many men in the profession who would fear associating 
their name and reputation with discussions of this kind. Bat 
Mr. Acton has undertaken to identify himself with all the 
aspects of the sexual question, and it must be said that he has 
discussed them in this work with honesty, boldness, and 
manifest good intent. Of course, on a good many of the speca- 
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lative questions so thoroughly analyzed, many opinions are 
expressed with which we do not concur, and there are some 
places in which we think that Mr. Acton too openly violates 
delicacy and conventional limits by the form and shape of hie 

t. But everywhere we may see that the author has 
thought deeply, observed largely, and means honestly. More- 
over, he is intelligent, and thoroughly well informed of the 

i resources at the command of the surgeon. That 
the entire practice relating to what are called ‘‘ secret diseases” 
should be wrested from the hands of quacks is most desirable. 
This is only to be effected by the subject being discussed by men 
of honour, probity, and intelligence; these men expose that 
most wicked and destructive of all kinds of charlatanry, which 
preys upon the mind, the body, and the estate of its victims. 





— lB Years’ ———— 7 ture, te. BY 
‘odern vs, Lectures, dc. 
3 hata _ 


Wart our views are upon ‘‘ Spiritualism” we have already 


stranger. In Mr. Barkas’ work is a letter from William Howitt 
to the Rev. G. H. Forbes, in which the well-known littérateur 
obser ves— 

en ane mene, sae and raised re- 


But we hear the well-known exclamation of ‘‘ Hold, enough!” 
from the astonished reader, and in mercy to him quote no far- 
ther. Had we less compassion for him, we might seriously 
disturb his mental equilibrium by continuing Mr. Howitt’s 
narrative. Well might the latter say— 


“Can such things be, 
Set oveeate Sas Somes cent, 
Without our special wonde: 


As the matter stands, however, we most wonder at Mr. 
Howitt. 





The Student's Manual of Geology. 

F.R.S., Local Director of the Geological of 

A New Edition, partially re-cast, and supplied with Lists 

and Figures of characteristic Fossils. Feap. 8vo, pp. 764. 

Edinburgh: A. & C. Black. 

Tux present edition of this deservedly popular Manual is 
much enlarged, closely printed on fine paper, and copiously 
illustrated. The author has arranged the general subject under 
three heads: 1. Geognosy; 2. Palmontology; and 3. The 
History of the Formation of the Crust of the Earth. The first 
of these is subdivided into Lithelogy and Petrology. The former 
comprehends the study of the internal structure, the mineralo- 
gical composition, the texture, and other characters of rocks, 
such as could be determined in the closet by the aid of hand 
specimens ; whilst the latter takes up the consideration of the 
reck masses, their planes of division, their forms, their posi- 
tions and mutual relations, and other characters that must be 
studied in the field. This portion of the subject occupies more 


By J. Beers Juxes, M.A., 





than one-half of the book. The second part—on Paleontology 
is necessarily brief, and is comprised in some fifty pages. The 
author gives the heads of the several great questions as to the 
laws which have governed the distribution of life both in space 
and in time, and indicates some of the chief points in the struc- 
ture of the more important extinct races, and their relations to 
those now living. The classification of the animal kingdom 
is one supplied to the author by his colleague, Professor Huxley, 
which embodies what he believes to be the most trustworthy 
conclusions of investigators into this subject. Part’3 is de- 
voted to a chronological classification of the different groups of 
rocks, each one of which is specially considered in a separate 
chapter, with illustrations of the typical fossils belonging to it. 
We hope to see, in a future edition, the Laurentian series of 
Sir William Logan take a definite position in the chronological 
arrangement, preceding the Cambrian period of Professor 
i There can be no doubt in the minds of geologists 
that the view of Sir William is quite correct, that the Lauren- 
tian rocks were originally a sedimentary series, and assumed 

their present crystalline character from metamorphic action. 
All the latest discoveries in Geology have been noticed in 
this Manual, but the constant progress and rapid strides of the 
science, from the number of observers at work in all parts of 
the world, render continual corrections and additions neces- 
sary; and indeed, as the author states, some important altera- 
tions are, perhaps, going on while he is in the very act of writing. 
In drawing up the Index, which alone extends to twenty- 
four pages, the author has followed the example of Professor 
Owen in the Index to the second edition of his ‘‘ Paleontolozy” 
(recently noticed in our pages), and given the explanation of 
the words derived from the Latin and the Greek, thus serving 
the purpose of a glossary. The student will find no important 
part of the science neglected in the present work, and in it he 
will possess one of the most comprehensive Manuals that has as 
yet issued from the press. The enterprising publishers >ave 
= nothing to render it in every respect a thoroughly good 


The Forty-second Report of the West Riding of York Pauper 
Lunatic Asylum. 

THE reports of our public lunatic asylums constitute a sub- 
stantial addition to current literature. It requires, perhaps, 
a peculiar bent of mind, and kindred pursuits, to enable one 
thoroughly to appreciate their value and importance. But even 
the general medical reader cannot peruse them without interest 
and instruction. To those engaged either in the medical treat- 
ment of lunatics or in the administration of lunatic asylums, 
the interchange and diffusion of these reports have of course a 
more special value. It is sometimes a matter of regret to us 
that the pressure upon our columns precludes a full and critical 
review of these contributions, The truth is, they are too nu- 
merous, We could not find space enough to notice them all, 
even cursorily. But we think it right to state that in these 
reports may be found a mine of information, detailed methodi- 
cally, and often discussed with signal ability. 

The Report, the title of which heads this notice, possesses a 
fall measure of interest. We are especially desirous to call 
attention to it, because it contains evidence of remarkable im- 
provement in the conduct of the asylum. From a condition 
which could not be praised, it has been brought to a state of 
great efficiency, which reflects the highest credit upon the ad- 
ministration and the medical superintendent. The Report is 
illustrated by a lithographic bird’s-eye view of the asylum and 


Cunvtzvm. —A new blue ave, Ceruleum, is described 


by M. Bleekrode in the Journal de fe. It covers 
bee does not become green by lamplight, and is not acted 

pon by sunlight or mephitic gases, by by acids or alkalies, or by 
high temporatare; and, represen a the blue of the sky, re- 
commends itself well in a point of view. 
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Tue right of criticism is one of the most valuable privileges 
of the press. The duty of the journalist is to take care that a 
right so precious to the cause of truth, and so valuable to the 
public, shall not suffer any detriment in his hands, From this 
duty Tue Lancer has never flinched. Acting on the broad 
principle of upholding Truth, and defending her from the con- 
tamination of Error, persons are regarded with indifference. 
Dr. Hastrnes has rendered himself conspicuous by associating 
his name with a succession of theories in medicine, which no 
man of science believes to be based upon sound evidence. He 
publishes his doctrines; he gives the world so much of the 
evidence as he thinks necessary for his purpose; and in so 
doing formally challenges every medical practitioner to exa- 
mine his assertions, to try his method of practice, and to pro- 
nounce the opinions he may arrive at respecting them. It was 
inrpossible for us to decline this challenge. Dr. Hastrvos, at 
various epochs of his career, reveals a number of remedies for 
phthisis, and all with about equal confidence. We point to 
the obvious inference, that, since a man of sense seldom ex- 
pends force in vain, if the first remedy were really worthy of 
the confidence expressed in it, there would be no need to | 
discover a second; and further, that if the second were 
proved to be so efficient, it was superfluous to set out upon 
a third voyage of discovery amongst ‘‘the unexplored pro- 
ducts of Nature ;” and so on to the fourth and fifth de- 
grees. It is surely a natural object for distrust and ridicule 
to witness a succession of boastful announcements, each of 
which is a practical refutation of the merits of its prede- 
cessor. If naphtha was so absolutely good, what need of 
oxalic acid? If oxalic acid was better than naphtha, what 
need of fluoric acid? If fiuoric acid answered to the character 
given of it, why supersede it by bisulphuret of carbon? If 
this latter agent was to be trusted, why seek refuge in ser- 
pents’ dung’? Is not this mode of reasoning perfectly legiti- 
mate? Are we not at liberty to follow out the series of mu- 
tually-destroying propositions to the necessary lusion that 


capith, tb daneniy enltash nnd iatienduen Mindeaandiaaae 
& man as not being entitled to that respect which Authority 
confers. In applying this mode of reasoning to our criticism 
of the value of naphtha, oxalic acid, and the rest of the series, 
we do in truth utterly eliminate all personality. It becomes 
especially absurd in this case to pretend that we are influenced 
in the slightest degree by any personal considerations. Having 
proved that the question is one with which A uthority, as repre- 
sented by the author, has nothing whatever to do—the author 
is altogether set aside—we come to the abstract contemplation 
of the propositions A, B, C, D, and E, and find that no one of 
them can be supported by that kind of evidence which the 
medical world is accustomed to exact from the most honoured 
of their brethren. That in following this course of argument 
we have not transgressed the limits of fair criticism, we have 
the high testimony of the able lawyers who sit upon the Queen's 
Bench. That we have not transgressed those limits, we have 
the clear testimony of our own conscience. To us Dr. Hastives 
is nothing. It is only in his association with the deplorable 
errors he has promulgated that he claims our attention. He 
publishes a book for the express purpose of making known 
what he professes to be a useful discovery. He appeals to the 
press to consider its merits. It is our duty to accept his 
challenge. We do not think he has made a usefal discovery, 
and we give the reasons why we think so. With regard to 
that part of the charge brought against us by Dr. Hastmyas, 
in which he imputes mala fides because we adverted to the 


| inquiry into his professional conduct held at the College of 


Physicians, without mentioning its result,—namely, ‘‘ that 
there was no case against him,”——we think it unnecessary to 
disclaim all motive in the omission. We should certainly have 
felt it our duty to report at full leagth the proceedings of a 
Court essentially medical in its character, and dealing with a 
purely professional subject, had the opportunity oceurred to us. 

We shall assuredly not abstain, out of fear or affection, 
from pursuing in future that course of impartial and inde- 
pendent criticism which has marked the career of this journal ; 
which has identified Taz Lancer with the progress of medical 
science; which has achieved the emancipation of the medical 
profession from a vicious and degrading monopoly; which has 
won for us the sympathies and support of our brethren throngh- 
out the world; and which has ever enlisted in the ranks of 
our contributors the men whose writings give an impetus to 





all are untrustworthy? It is rather too hard a trial for the 
proverbial scepticism of philosophers and critics to expect them 
to maintain an unshaken faith in the judgment of an author 
who sets out by affirming that A is all but perfect; who then 
gives up A because he discovers that he had over-estimated it, 
and introduces B ; who then abandons B for C ; who next, again 
avowing he was too sanguine, throws up C, and positively 
assures us that D is the trae thing in which we may put our 
trust ; and who again, acknowledging for the fourth time that his 
confident, successive praises of A, B, C, and D are falsified by 
experience, with unabated dogmatism, and still appealing to 
his personal observation, tells us that E is the thing after all— 
the true elixir vite! 

It has always been recognised as a legitimate process in 
criticism to bring the test of Authority to bear upon the ques- 
tion in dispute, If, therefore, it is found that, by a succession 





of self-damaging propositions, a man destroys his own scientific 


, and who determine the convictions of others, because 
they feel that in these columns they may enjoy the free utter- 
ance which is the life of every generous mind, and the spring 
of every noble thought. 


_ 
— 





We have upon several occasions drawn attention to the 
praiseworthy endeavours made in India to establish Hill 
Sanitaria, or residences upon elevated mountain ranges, by 
means of which our banished soldiers and countrymen might 
recover from disease and maintain health far more easily and 
at a cheaper rate than by leaving the country invalided. That 
these Hill Sanitaria have turned out a great success, is un- 
doubted. Of course they cannot perform impossibilities, nor 
turn old men young and old women beautiful. But they have 
been of vast benefit to sick soldiers and convalescing officers, 
and, as their more perfect organization is developed, they will 
become of ten times more value. Amongst those im authority 
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who have done much to forward this good work, we may men- 
tion Dr. Macruerson, Inspector-General of Hospitals upon 
the Madras Establishment. He early pointed out how pecu- 
liarly favoured the Presidency of Madras was in possessing 
elevated ranges contiguous to the chief military posts, and also 
drew attention to those localities upon its coast which might 
be eligibly used as places of resort for invalids, whose health 
would appear to derive benefit from breathing a marine atmo- 
sphere. But unfortunately all parts of India do not readily 
admit of the formation of Hill Sanitaria; and, again, there exist 
certain disadvantages in connexion with all the sea-coast loca- 
lities situated on the main land, and devoid of elevation above 
the sea level. Such places do not enjoy the sea breeze (the 
‘ doctor” of our West Indian brethren), nor do they escape the 
deleterious effects of the land winds, which pass over miasmatic 
regions or extensive tracts of low arid plains at certain seasons. 
In Burmah, for instance, there would appear to be insuperable 
obstacles to the establishment of Mountain Sanitaria within or 
contiguous to the British possessions, Places which might be 
employed for such purpose are there situated in inaccessible 
positions in consequence of the difficulty of communication and 
distance from stations, the insalubrity of the intervening levels, 
and a want of population and of supplies cn route. 

During Dr. Macpnerson’s recent inspection of the Pegu 
province, he found that European invalids of all classes, when 
they require a chamge, are sent to the coast, and thence trans- 
ported to Madras, at a great cost to the State both in money 
and loss of service. Unfortunately, too, no place in India can 
be worse for sick men—so the Inspector-General tells us—than 
the depét at Poonamallee, where these invalids are sent. To 
meet such difficulties as these in certain portions of our posses- 
sions in the East, it appeared necessary to find an island of mo- 
derate dimensions contiguous to the main land, which would 
be comparatively free from the disadvantages associated with 


the sea-side localities of the continent of India—a place, in | 


fact, so far out at sea as to possess bays, sandy beaches, undu- 
lating surface, good water supply, and capabilities for draining. 
Sach a locality would be a sanitariam for invalids who could 
not get to the hills; for those who could, but for whom an 
elevated region would not be advisable ; and also for persons to 
whom a marine atmosphere is particularly to be recommended. 
It would appear, however, that there is not any spot answering 
to such a character along the vast line of coast between Bombay 
and Calcutta and im the Straits of Malacca. The Island of 
Penang would seem at first sight to do so; but it has many 
disadvantages, and is, moreover, too distant from our posses- 
sions in India to permit of its being made a place of general 
usefulness, It however epportunely struck Dr. MacrHEKson 
that a desirable Marine Sanitarium might be found amongst 
the group of islands which stad the shores of Burmah, 
from Amherst to the Mergui Archipelago, at the time when 
Captain Fraser, of the Royal Engineers, was going out upon 
4 survey of the district in question. Upon the solicitation of 
the former gentleman, the latter officer cheerfully conceded his 
co-operation in the important inquiry for a Marine Sanitarium, 
thus aiding Dr, MacrHerson with much valuable practical ex- 
perience, acquired during a career of twenty years in selecting 
and laying out sites for the cantonment of troops and in the 
construction of barracks, 

The surmises of the Inspector-General turned out, we are 


happy to say, correct. From the report* now before us we 
learn that in Curlew Island (the head-quarters of the Alguada 
Reef Lighthouse establishment, and lying five miles off the 
Tenasserim coast) have been found those conditions which are 
essential, whether for a healthy marine residence, or for a 
depdt for convalescents. During the residence of Dr. Mac- 
PHERSON upon the island, in the months of May and June, the 
climate was found to be exceedingly agreeable. The nights 
were cool, and no punkahs were necessary during the day. In 
fact, a refreshing sea-breeze was present at all times in every 
part of the island during the day, and a blanket was always 
agreeable at night. The average temperature was then only 
75° Fabr., and during the hot weeks but 88°. Water of an 
excellent quality was procurable at a depth of fifteen feet, and 
a perennial spring of sweet water flows through the centre or 
the island. The rain-fall, too, is believed by Captain Fraser to 
be under that experienced on the mainland opposite. Besides 
affording many beautiful localities for private houses, abundant 
space is available for one thousand men on eligible sites. No 
case of sickness or of death had occurred amongst a large num- 
ber of women and children (families of the working residents) 
since the first occupation of the island; whilst amongst the 
working-men themselves, who for two months had little or no 
protection by night or by day, and whose huts oceupied un- 
wholesome sites in the midst of felled jangle, there was a grati- 
fying immanity from grave diseases. The fevers were chiefly 
of an ephemeral nature, the sick-list being mainly kept up by 
local injuries and their results, by diseases not contracted on 
the island, and by cutaneous affections arising from want of 
anti-scorbutic articles of diet, One great advantage of the 
island is its proximity to Madras and Calcutta, and to the prin- 
cipal stations in Burmah ; so that, with properly-arranged 
communication, there could not be any difficulty in furnishing 





it with supplies. 

| The result of the investigations of the two officers is, then, 
' the advice chat Government should at once sanction the under- 
taking of the preparatory improvements for converting Curlew 
| Island into a Marine Sanitarium. So convinced are they of 
| ite capabilities for this purpose, that they assert that were it 
 seapiadlytald cbt and well Known, its pure air and sea-bathing, 
combined with the beautiful scenery, would induce all persons, 
whether from Calcutta or Madras, or the chief towns and sta- 
tions of Burmah, to make it their resort for the renovation of 
health, whether of the body or of the mind. 

There cannot be a doubt, we presume, that the proposed 
conversion of this salubrious island of the Bay of Bengal into a 
depét for convalescents will be entertained by the Govern- 
ment. 














Medical Annotations 


THE VACCINATION ACT. 


Way is it that the Act for the Registration of Births and 
Deaths has been so eminently successful, and increases in popu- 
larity? And why is it that the Vaccination Act is a total 
failure in a statistical point of view, and becomes less efficient 
day by day? The reasons of the premature decline of the 


* Military Department : 
the Adjutant-General of the 
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efficiency of the latter measure, | which cannot be anid to have | 
become effete from old age, are various, and are inherent in the 
clauses of the Act itself. 

The medical profession, to whom the registration officers are 
deeply indebted for the assistance they have given to them by 
the issue of medical certificates of causes of death, without fee 
or reward,—though, of course, the profession gain by the gene- 
ral information thus collected,—have very fairly objected to 
any further encroachments upon their valuable time. 

It is an admitted fact that at least one-third of the profession 
never deliver to the registrar the duplicate certificates required 
by the Act, without which the registrar cannot make any 
return of vaccination cases complete. The only way to compel 
a medical practitioner to forward these certificates is to indict 
him at the quarter sessions. What would be thought of a re- 
gistrar who had the hardihood to take such a proceeding ? 

Under the Act, as it at present stands, the mother of a child 
born at Hammersmith may after her continement go to Brighton 
to recruit her strength. The child is vaccinated at Brighton. 
But where does the certificate of vaccination go to, if issued at 
all? To the Brighton registrar! The registrar of Hammer- 
smith, finding after the interval of three months no record in his 
books of the vaccination of the child, summons the mother, and 
she produces the vaccinator’s certificate of Brighton ; conse- 
quently the registration of the giving the notice of requirement 
of vaccination is for all legal and statistical purposes a dead 
letter. 

Even if this state of things were remedied, the records of 
successful vaccination can never be complete or even approxi- 
mately so. The Government may obtain the number of cases 
vaccinated by the public vaccinators through the boards of 
guardians, but whence will they get the private cases? For it 
must not be imagined that the general practitioner, as a rule, 
sends his poor cases to the public vaccinator. He does not do 
so for two reasons. If he be a man in good practice and well 
established, he operates on the poor to keep up a supply of 
lymph for his general purposes, and makes one class pay for 
another. If he be making a practice, he will take care to send 
no one to the public vaccinator, as it is well known that in new 
neighbourhoods a man will seek the appointment of public 
vaccinator merely to have his name given to the parents of 
each child born in the district. This alone is a cause of serious 
annoyance to the medical profession, and multiplies unneces- 
sarily the number of vaccinators. 

There is not the slightest doubt that it is a great mistake 
to place the working of the Vaccination Act in the hands of the 
registrars, and to make their remuneration dependent upon the 
duplicate certificates they receive. 

Complete registration of births can never be effected in 
town districts, as this would necessitate the conversion of the 
registrar into the Paul Pry of the neighbourhood; and nothing 
can be conceived more calculated to bring the registration of 
births into contempt than a too rigid surveillance of this sub- 
ject. The Registration Act can vindicate itself; and Talley- 
rand’s motto, “‘ Surtout point de zéle,” is here strictly applicable. 

The registration of births is often evaded in order to avoid 
the service of the notice of requirement of vaccination. Any- 
thing that throws impediments in the way of the registration 
of births should be eschewed. 

It is for the medical profession to assist the registrars in 
endeavouring to procure the total repeal of the Vaccination 
Act, or to have it materially altered. It is questionable 
whether any good has been effected by it; and as a statis- 
tical business it has entirely failed. The return of the number 
of cases of vaccination paid for by the guardians is the 
only one that can be relied upon, and this gives but a 
slight clue to the absolute state of vaccination. Everyone con- 
nected with the General Register Office, from the Registrar- 
General downwards through all his subordinates in every part 
of the country, has long since passed judgment on the Act. 








Is is an enormous expense both to the Consolidated Fund and 
to the local taxpayers, with very doubtful results. It has 
revived a feeling of hostility to vaccination which was rapidly 
dying out ; it is unfair to the medical profession and oppressive 
to the registrars, placing them in an invidious position in their 
intercourse with that profession and the public ; and the only 
possible thing to be said in its favour is, that it may have 
frightened a few into complying with its clauses, though the 
majority of the profession and the public entirely ignore it. 


SURGEONS AND OPERATORS. 


Indian medical officer once stated within our hearing, 
when suddenly called upon to take off the finger of a 
soldier which had been injured by the lock of his gun on 
found himself in the unpleasant position of 
ving for the first time to perform that operation at the cost 
Tone subject, never having previously practised it. He 
said that he spent nearly half an hour before he accomplished 
the operation, and the fearful responsibility which would have 
rested on him had one of the limbs been involved impressed 
him most deeply and painfully. He lost no opportunity sub- 
sequently of repairing that grievous omission in his surgical 
education. This monstrous defect is, however, one under which 
a great number of men labour who go forth from the portals of 
the College of Surgeons duly certificated to practise in the 
art and seience of Surgery ; and as to whom the President and 
Council of that body avouch to all whom it may concern, that 
all that education need do has been done fully to fit the sur- 
geon in question for the amputation, incision, excision, or other 
retrenchment of the limbs and bodies of the scrofulous, can- 
cerous, exostotic, or otherwise morbidly disposed individuals 
claiming relief from surgery. Candidates present themselves 
for admission to services such as that of the Royal Navy who 
candidly avow, as we are authoritatively informed, that they 
have never performed any operation upon the subject, and are 
wholly unpractised in the operative details of their art. To 
turn out surgeons who are unacquainted with surgery ; to cer- 
tify as an operator a man who has never performed an opera- 
tion ; to present to the world, after deliberate examination, 
then and there, as “fit and capable to exercise the science and 
art of Surgery,” a man whom no humane person would permit 
to amputate the limb of a live dog, because, from sheer want 
of practical initiation, he must do it badly, is a folly and an 
injustice which, as we submit to the Examining Board of the 
College of Surgeons, requires amendment. Conceive the posi- 
tion of a young man placed on board a small ship, where he 
has no senior to watch and direct his movements, called upon 
to disarticulate the shoulder, to amputate at the ankle-joiat, 
to trephine the skull, or perform any other operation of emer- 
gency. Never having performed any such operation on the dead 
body, he is placed at a fearful disadvantage, and is not “fit 
and capable” for his work. His feelings are not to be envied nor 
those of his patient. The authorities of the Naval Medical 
Department are, we believe, resolved not to admit to that ser- 
vice any candidate who has not gone through a properly-directed 
course of operations on the subject, and who is not able to show 
that he has benefited by that instruction. We applaud and 
endorse that resolution. In the interest of the civil population 
the same requirements should be made by the College of Sur- 
geons from all their candidates. To certify surgeons who have 
never practised the most trifling surgical operation, even on 
the dead body, is a nullification of common sense. 


A PROVINCIAL COUNCILLOR. 

Tux retirement of Sir Benjamin Brodie from the Council of 
the College of Surgeons has been some time impending, and 
has, we believe, been more than once tendered, but withdrawn 
at the request of his colleagues, Néxt year Sir Benjamin 
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would have retired by rotation, and it was understood, as we 
stated some time since, that he did not intend to offer himself 
for re-election. The step which he has taken of resigning now 
isin all respects worthy of the character and course of action by 
which he has rendered illustrious the contemporary reputation 
of the profession in this country. In noticing this last severance 
of the official bonds by which Sir Benj. Brodie was connected 
with the surgical profession, it is unnecessary that we should 
at this moment repeat the expressions of esteem and regard 
towards him with which the whole profession are impressed, 
or the satisfaction with which they regard his well-earned 
honours, It may be hoped that in cutting the ties of official 
service Sir Benjamin Brodie will acquire the fuller freedom 
in the enunciation of his opinions as to all that requires amend- 
ment in the constitution of the College and the general relations 
of the medical body. His advice will be the more valuable 
becanse he stands on a separate elevation. 

The vacancy thus made for a third member will create a 
place for Mr. Paget, of Leicester, without involving the re- 
tirement of either of the two estimable and hard-working sur- 
geons who on this occasion offer themselves for re-election. 
Mr. Tatum and Mr. Cock are safe, and Mr. Paget may claim 
the vacant chair. We mentioned his candidature early, because 
it is desirable that everyone concerned should know beforehand 
the principle on which it is proposed to act, and what can be 
done to carry it out, The candidature of Mr. Paget expresses 
a very excellent and intelligible idea. He claims to represent 
at the Council the opinions and the intelligence of the provin- 
cial hospital surgeons. That principle we advocate as founded 
on justice ; and that representation may fairly be claimed as 
the due of a most able and accomplished body. Fortunately, 
it finds in Mr. Paget an exponent who conciliates the favour 
and esteem even of his opponents. In personal and professional 
character, for private honour and for public zeal, he is known 
as favourably in the metropolis as in his native place. In many 
respects the type of what a professional man should be, Mr. Paget 
unites the personal suffrages of all who know him with the general 
support which is won by good repute, well deserved and long 
sustained, The representation of the country hospital surgeons 
in the management of the College affairs is a measure in favour 
of which the most ordinary intelligence can readily suggest a 
number of strong reasons, while against it we know of but 
one. It has been argued that a surgeon residing at Leicester 
would be unable to give that frequent attendance at the Col- 
lege Council meetings which is necessary for his efficiency. 
This is a very just and strong objection; almost fatal—where it 
exists. But Mr. Paget seeks the responsibilities of the office 
with a full knowledge of the attendances at Lincoln’s-inn fields 
which it involves; and his position is such as to allow him 
easily to make the sacrifices consequent upon attendance in 
London. He undertakes to do his duty; we have no doubt 
that he will do it, and we strongly recommend him to the 
support of the Fellows at the ensuing election. 


ROYAL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT COLLEGE. 


At the annual general meeting held on Tuesday last, the 
Council proposed and carried a series of resolutions tending to 
confer additional benefits on its poorer contributors. It has 
long been felt by the profession that a subscriber to the insti- 
tution, in the event of his unfortunately being compelled to 
seek the benefits it affords, has no greater advantages than a 
non-subscriber. Indeed we may almost say that the contrary 
has sometimes obtained ; and it is well known that upon more 
than one occasion the election of candidates who have never 
contributed one farthing to the funds of the institution has 
been carried by the active personal canvass and support of 
titled and influential people who were equally non contributors, 
whilst to the poor friendless subscriber the elections have 
proved but a series of heart-breaking disappointments. To 
mitigate this evil, it has now become a law of the College, that 








in the event of a ber of the medical profession who is or 
has been an annual or life governor, or his widow or his son, 
being necessitated to seek a pensionership or foundation scholar- 
ship, he or she shall, in addition to the number of votes polled 
in the ordinary way, be entitled to a given number of votes, 
proportionate to the amount of the annual or life subscription 
and the number of years such annual or life subscription has 
been paid, according to the following scale:—An annual sub- 
scriber of one guinea will be entitled to an additional 10 votes 
for a pensionership or 15 votes for a foundation scholarship, with 
an additional 10 or 15 votes (according to what is sought) for 
every guinea subscribed and every guinea accruing from com- 
pound interest ; whilst a life governor of ten guineas will be 
entitled to 100 additional votes for a pensionership or 150 votes 
for a foundation scholarship, with an additional 10 or 15 votes 
for every guinea accruing from compound interest. So that an 
annual subscriber of ten years’ standing will be entitled to either 
130 or 195 additional votes, according to whether a pensioner- 
ship or a foundation scholarship is sought ; and a life governor 
of ten guineas, of ten years’ standing, will in like manner be 
entitled to 160 or 240. These additional votes will only be 
awarded once, but they will be credited to an unsuccessful 
candidate in the usual way, and the party employing them will 
not be thereby debarred from the future exercise of his ordi- 
nary privileges of voting as a governor. The subscriptions of 
a wife and children are in all cases, when paid during his life- 
time, to be considered as paid by the father, provided the 
children were under age when such subscriptions were paid ; 
consequently he will be entitled to the same proportion of extra 
votes for every guinea so paid by him for his wife and children. 
For obvious reasons it is provided that none of these benefits shall 
take effect until three years after the date of a life governor’s 
donation or the first payment of an annual subscription. 

Our space will not admit of entering more into the details of 
this scheme, but we understand that they are printed, and may 
be obtained at the office in Soho-square, 


THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION. 


Tue attractions of the great industrial display have not failed 
to draw to our shores many foreign surgeons and physicians, 
who find here a hospitable welcome, and who will return 
with favourable impressions, we trust, of both the social 


and scientific qualities of the English faculty. First, of 
course, must be mentioned the medical gentlemen attached 
to the mission from Japan. They are making themselves 
acquainted with many of the details of administration of 
the hospitals and the general principles of our treatment; 
and if, as a result, that imitative faculty for which they are 
so celebrated be applied here successfully, the progress so 
achieved will be one of the most important consequences of 
the mission. More distinguished, though less rare, visitors are 
also here. M. Nélaton is busy in carrying out his part of the 
work of the surgical instruments jury, of which he has been 
appointed, by a proper act of courtesy, vice-chairman ; Mr. 
Syme being chairman. M. Cloquet has also been here; and 
Dr. Despine, Dr. Duch , and Dr, Czermak are in London, 
Dr. Dach (of Boulogne) has contributed to the Exhibition a 
series of photographs illustrative of facial physiology, which are 
of great artistic as well as physiological interest. They form 
an extensive series, and are admirably photographed on a large 
scale. Dr. Duchenne speaks of them as illustrations of the 
electro-physiology of the face. The plan pursued has been to 
apply the limited current of an apparatus for faradization to 
each of the muscles of the face separately. The action of the 
current of induced electricity carried by the rheophore being 
strictly limited to the part touched, an irresistible contraction 
is induced of that particular muscle to which it is applied. In 
this way the operator succeeds in produciug artificially a great 
variety of expressions, absolutely demonstrating in each the 
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lines and characters of that expression, its anatomical factors, 
and the muscles which are called into play. For the purposes 
of the artist, the anatomist, and the physiologist, such a de- 
monstration is of great interest. By a very ingenious diaphragm 
of silver and glass projecting in the median line from the front 
of these two-sided faces, the face may in each instance be seen, 
as it were, complete, by the addition of the half which is seen 
in ‘the reflecting mirror. Thus on the same canvas may be 
observed the same countenance in repose and in emotion. This 
series of photographs is exhibited in the angle of the French 
galleries devoted to philosophical and surgical display. It has 
only recently been added to the court, and has not yet attracted 
much notice; but we are sure that now we have called atten- 
tion to'the very ingenious and philosophical character of this 
amusement of the leisure hours of an active and distinguished 
physician, everyone will desire to see his examples of the phi- 
losophy of art. 

Dr. Czermak will use this opportunity of demonstrating as 
widely as possible the uses of his laryngoscope, as to which 
the Sydenham Society, through the translation of Dr. Gibb, 
have familiarized us with his opinions and descriptions. He 
gave a demonstration on Tuesday evening at the Medico- 
Ohbirurgical Society, which was watched with great interest 
by a number of Fellows present. The demonstrations by Dr. 
Czermak, performed on himself, are well worth seeing ; and 
his ‘manipulation of patients is very dexterous and instructive. 
So much interest was expressed by those present that it was 
partly arranged that Dr. Czermak should undertake at their 
request a series of clinical and tutorial demonstrations on pa- 
tients specially provided, for the purpose of fully developing 
the clinical uses of this instrument, and fully initiating others 
into the best method of applying it. Laryngoscopic exami- 
nation is a matter of some difficulty to the unpractised, and 
henee these séances are likely to be very numerously attended. 
Several physicians who have devoted especial attention to the 
diseases of the glottis and larynx, and have practised laryngo- 
scopy, speak of the clinical results as being very valuable, and 
the manipulations by no means difficult ; but it must be con- 
fessed that at present there are comparatively few who have 
employed this modern means of diagnosis, 


THE DUBLIN HOSPITALS. 


Tue annual grant to the Dublin hospitals again attracts | 
attention. The report which has been presented shows con- | 


clusively the great benefits which have been conferred on the 





ought certainly to be inverted, in view of the actual relations 
of the imperial and of the resident population to these local 
choricies. 


DISEASED MEAT. 


Ir is necessary onee more to call attention to the subject of 
the supply of diseased meat to the London market. There are 
many medical practitioners who believe that they have traced 
extensive deterioration of the public health to the supply of 
unwholesome meat during periods of epidemic sickness amongst 
cattle. The Registrar-General of Scotland recently noted a 
coincidence between epidemics of pleuro-pneumonia amongst 
cows and furancular disease amongst the population, Six 
persons were brought up last week at Guildhill charged with 
selling in the markets meat in an advanced state of disease, 
There is no doubt that a considerable trade is thus carried on by 
cheap butchers, who sell their meat to the poor, under the 
yellow flare of a gas-light, at low prices. It is precisely the 
poor and ill-fed classes, many of whom get meat rarely, and 
then not much of it, who are most likely to suffer from the 
consequences of consuming such diseased food, It is of the 
highest importance to them, and of the greatest interest to 
those who care for them, that when they do get a piece of meat 
it should at least be sound and wholesome. Therefore the 
nefarious trade referred to deserves to be denounced and sup- 
pressed with the utmost energy and severity. The famous 
qualities of a departed City magnate, who did good service in 
his time by “‘ putting down” obnoxions persons and proceed- 
ings, might here be usefally imitated with zeal and fidelity, 
All the persons summoned on the occasion in question will be 
indicted at the Old Bailey; and since it appears, from the 
statement of no less compevent an authority than Mr. Alderman 
Mechi, that there are hundreds of farmers ignorant of the law 
with regard to bad meat, it is to be hoped that the particulars 
of the trials of these persons will be spread as widely as pos- 
sible, and that their example may serve as a warning to others. 





THE 
GREAT INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION. 





IL. 
REPORT ON SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS. 


| Tue foreign surgical instruments are, of course, of great in- 
| terest to British surgeons, for we are at least as much concerned 


suffering poor of that city by the action of these institutions, | in learning from the guests bidden to this competition as in 
Most cf the Dublin hospitals ere, indeed, admirably well | holding our own in the contest, and putting forth our skill for 


managed; and they are served by a distinguished body of 
physicians and surgeons, who have made the Dublin schools of 
medicine and surgery celebrated throughout Europe. The finan- 
cial position of these hospitals is, however, very anomalous, 


| a successful and fruitful effort at progress. We pay a well- 
deserved compliment to a most ingenious and skilful person, 
in calling attention thus early to a remarkable display of 
surgical instruments from Denmark, which might otherwise 


We have often pointed to them as showing how effectually easily escape the notice of the casual observer. Professor Nyrop, 
Government subvention discourages independent effort, and | of Copenhagen, has for some time been favourably known in 
how rapidly people and institutions may be pauperized by Europe for the ingenuity and excellence of his instruments, 
State interference. No one can doubt that the public spirit and that favourable impression will be fully confirmed on this 


and liberality of the people of that flourishing city would pro- 
vide ample resources for its sick poor, and those hospitals 
would have partaken of the adaptive and expansive character 
which marks the great public charities of London. The annual 
statement of their income is thus analyzed :—Independently of 
imeome from property, of £1304 from assessments, and £1325 
from bequests, these hospitals had a Government grant of 
£15,728; the subscriptions and donations amounted to £1557, 
and charity sermons produced £33. So that for every half- 
sovereign got from Parliament for their hospitals the Irish 
themselves voluntarily put down ls., were assessed at 10d., 
and bequeathed lid. more—in all rather more than half-a- 
crown. The stinted and parsimonious character of these vol 

tary aids savours of the ridicnlous, The rélative proportions 


| occasion. 

| One of the most novel and striking instruments in his ease 
| is a newly invented osteotome. M. Nyrop has long been 
working at this subject, and shows a series of tentative efforts 
in that direction. Many of these answer the purpose to @ 
greater or less exient ; but none so perfectly as that now in- 
troduced, and marked Nos. 6 and 7 in the series, The deside- 
rata for such an instrument were that it should have the power 
of seizing the bony parts and holding them firmly ; that it 
should saw through them from without inwards, close at the 
side of the fixed point ; and that it should effect this sawing 
through by a mechanically-moving part without the operator 
being obliged to give an onward movement to the whole ia- 
straument, as is necessary in employing any ordinary saw. Those 
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piece of hard bone or wood, can have no doubt that, by virtue 
ofa brilliantly-conceived mechanism, it accomplishes that object. 
The sawing part of the apparatus is a rather long blade with 
serrated anterior extremity. It is this anterior extremity alone 
which cuts, By turning a common handle this blade works 
vertically up and down, sawing its way and advancing at the 
same time by a self-regulating movement, so that the saw 
always cuts itself free, This saw apparatus is fixed on the side 
of the tong by which the bone is held. Thus the osteotome 
works in the smallest space, under circumstances in which an 
ordinary saw could not be made to act without more extensive 
division of the soft parts. In cases of partial resections of 
bones, such as the jaw, the radius, the tibia, &c., for necrosis 
or other disease, this instrament would be as useful as it is 
pe 
The instruments for treating anchylosis of the knee and 
deformities of the bones of the leg and foot, on which M. Nyrop 
Jays some stress, present no feature of novelty to those accus- 
tomed to the excellent work of English orthopwdists; and in 
some matters M. Nyrop has something to learn, especially in 
causing the axes of basement in his instrument to coincide with 
the axes of movement in the joint—a principle fruitfal of im- 
provement ia modern orthopedy. He shows a very good n odel 
of a truss for umbilical rapture, with springs curved upwards, 
In order to cause the truss to follow all the movements of the 
body, the maker has fitted two springs by their convexity. to 
the circular spring pad ; in straightening these, they cause by 
their pressure the truss to fit with elastic and easy certainty. 
He modifies the uterine truss, or hysteropher, by introducing a 
link joint in its curved corner, which enables it to afford solid 
support, but frees it from following the inconvenient movement 
of the pillar which descends from the abdominal belt, In _re- 
spirators, he substitutes for the stuff lining of the mouth-piece 
—which, penetrated by moisture, becomes dirty, and thus ex- 
ceedingly unpleasant to wear, causing excoriation—a mouth- 
piece of fine lime-wood requiring no such lining. This substi- 
tution appears to have been found practically useful. . 
A set of instruments which deserve the particular attention 
of surgeons interested in the treatment of spinal deformities— 
and all surgeons are so interested—are those (Nos. 25, 29, 30,31) 
which show the application of two principles of applying pres- 
sure, of which one at least is excellent, and the other very in 
genious if net at present practical and perfect. The object 
here has been to construct an apparatus which, while possess- 
ing considerable power (as such apparatus must), should be 
less heavy than they usually are, We append a description of 
this apparatus, with which M. Nyrop has furnished us. 


**The two lined plates, producing pressure on the sides, are 
parallel 


by means of the screw which moves the jogram brought 
inward, the right plate being moved upward, and the left 
one downward, whereby a rather cousiderable pressure may be 
obtained, which in some single cases will prove beneficial. I 
wanted only to make this bandage to fit to some single (3) 
patients in order to find out its ) rag carb pene especially by 
the two local side-pressures, which, while acting in certain 
directions, not to be deviated from, may easily call forth the 
reverse of what has been purposed, ly where the axial 
tarnings of dorsal vertebra are taking place, as this deformity 
requires more a pressare from behind and in front than side- 
Pressure ; the nature of the pressure produced by this machine 
is, besides, too much dead and unyielding, which u the 
whole is the case, to my opinion, with all screw- 
cupporting swonas, where » sean 
as a means, a much- 

side-curvature exists. 


experiment, I had constantly in 
“1. To arrive at a combination by which it was to 
i the back 


Sa, deciag.all the dilleree’s fecttons Of'tue lodge 


springs, which, during all the different positions 





could continue to be permanent, without exercising trouble- 
some or injurious pressures upon the cavity of the chest or the 
soft parts of the abdomen, and without restraining the free posi- 
tions or motions of the body. 

‘*In order to realize this thought, I made first an artificia 
trancus (No. 33), by which I am able not only to represent 
different side-curvatures of the spine, but also the different 
axial turnings which generally attend the scoliose. This and 
other trials soon convinced me that a lateral pressure produced 
for a side-curvature of the spine, which is not supported by a 
pressure from behind and in front, does more harm than good, 
while it contributes to increase the torsion. 

“T noticed the first time my spring-pressure machine in the 
Danish Ugeskrift for Le er (1857, No. 27), and hinted at the 
same time at my views with respect to how far the so-called 
stretching-beds, or rather the stretching arrangements con- 
nected therewith, might be effective with reference to spinal 
curvatures. Many persons (until this date 351) who have used 
mny spring-pressure aachine in the course of the last four years 
will be able to judge how far I have succeeded in attaining my 

They have, with few exceptions, more or less, ac- 

ing to the nature of the individual case, felt the intended 

benefit without being troubled by the engine, and not few 

have been entirely cured; | have thus the pleasure to see the 
contidence bestowed on me in this case remain unimpaired. 

** I believe that it deserves to be pointed out as a particular 
advantage by this machine that it is possible to regulate the 
local pressures with ct to direction, place, strength, and 
power; that the nature of the elastic pressure produced in the 
said manner is more effective than that produced by lacing 
together; 1 consider likewise that the suspended bows are 
more useful than the common arm-crutches, as they, on account 
of their connexion with the mainspring for the back, obtain a 
tendency to slide upward by the bendings of the body, so that 
the suspending bow constantly exercises an elastic extensionon 
the concave side, placed uppermost, which I dare say the con- 
cerned party may be able to overcome by sinking side and 
shoulder, which, however, again and again will occur as an un- 
remitting and constant reminiscence, and thereby in a great 
measure contribute to improve the bearing of the patient. 

** No. 28 is applied for side-curvature with 1, 2, or 3, and 
sometimes, when the curvature appears at the same time in the 
vertebra of the loims, breast, and neck, with 4 local spring- 


ressures. 

me No. 29 for one iling side-curvature with one spring- 
pressure ; the concave right side is here supported in such a 
manner, that the counter-pressure from the spring does not 
touch the ribs, drawn —_ A a inate 

“No, 30 for cyphosis, the back-spring being split with larger 
or smaller opening, according to the local deformity, by which 
I can attain a geutle, permanent pressure on both sides of the 
transverse elongation of vertebra (proc. transv. ). 

** No. 31 for lordosis in the regions of the loins with a smaller 
back: spring, curved inward. ee 
the by means of the spring with upward ency, 
placed on the back.spring. The head-supporter 
this machine may be screwed on each of my machines, and it 
is used by me for curvatures of the back, sinking of the head 
and muscular contraction of the neck ; it is worn without in- 
convenience, being a small and exceedingly light apparatus, 

‘*In using this simple apparatus, by measuring common side- 
curvatures, while the patient stands upright in a certain posi- 
tion with the heels close to een are and in such a manner 
that the feet form a right angie, I believe in general to approach 
more to the truth than by means of casts of plaster, by which 
one is exposed to obtain an impression that is less correct when 
the patient is in a sitting position, for it is not difficult in 
one hour to get two very different impressions of the same 
patient.” 

In reviewing these remarks of the inventor and examining 
ment is one of which the principle is ingenious and sound, and, 
so far as we know, novel—certainly in the completeness and 
perfection of its application. Moreover it is strictly scientific, 
and founded on correct anatomical laws. It occurs to us 
that, with the tight European dress of ladies, it would be open 
to the grave objection of causing numerous projections, which 
would be visible through the attire when any stooping or 
bending movements were rapidly executed. This, and the 
somewhat cumbersome form of the apparatus, might seriously 
interfere with its popularity, 
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Correspondence. 


“ Andi alteram partem,” 
POOR-LAW MEDICAL REFORM. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 

Srx,—I have this day (Friday, May 9th,) been examined 
before the Select Committee on the details of my ‘* Heads of a 
Scheme for a New Arrangement of Medical Relief.” I was 
under examination two hours and a few minutes. 


I must again warn my medical colleagues respecting the per- | 


manency of our appointments, As he did last session, the 
Chairman again prominently brought before my notice the fact, 
that a majority of the guardians were strongly in favour of a 
return to annual elections, 

When on the remuneration clause, I was met, of course, by 
the observation, that of late years there had been an increase 
in the sum expended for medical relief. This 1 opposed by 
showing from Mr. Griffin’s table, that the rate per bead of the 
estimated population was less now than it was ten years ago, 
But, proh pudor ! | was also met by a letter addressed to the 
Chairman, and signed by a Mr. Hudson, (I believe that was the 
name,) who stated that although his salary was but ls. per 
case, he was perfectly satisfied with it, inasmuch as he caleu- 
lated that the introduction which his appointment gave him to 
private practice was an addi.ional item of compensation. I 
replied that I should think such an opinion was only entertained 
by the writer himself, and that it was not fair that a public 
body should seek to remunerate its officers by such indirect 
means. 

To an observation that there was no difficulty in getting can- 
didates for vacant appointments, I replied to the Chairman, 
that were his appointment at the Poor-law Board vacant to- 
morrow, and put up at £100 per annum, there would be 
hundreds of competitors for it. 

Dr. Moore, of Bethnal-green, then gave evidence. He also 
stronyly objected to the principle of the per-case system. 

Four Union medical officers have now been examined before 
the Select Committee. Three out of the four have advocated 
other modes of remuneration than Mr. Griffin’s plan. There- 
fore, Sir, your editorial wrath should have been tripartite in- 
stead of having its whole phial poured out upon me ! 

Where, Sir, yourself and Mr. Griffia err is in this, In 
assuming that because 500 (or even say the whole 3000) medical 
officers approve of a scheme which will double or treble their 
present salaries, therefore you will be able to force it down the 
throats of the guardians and Parliament. Men of the world, as 
these two latter classes are, know full well that no restrictions 
devisable could, ander the per-case system, prevent, in the 


hands of a dishonest officer in a large district, the production of 


any number of cases he wished to be paid for. I need not go 
into the details how this could be done. Besides, Sir, Mr. 
Griffin’s suggested method has already been decidedly and em- 
phatically denounced by an authority, (Hon. Sotheron #st- 
court,) stating ex cathedrd, that ‘* Parliament had so strong an 
objection to such a system, (the per-case,) that it would be im- 
possible to get them to agree to it.” 

The imputation that the medical officers could manufacture 
cases, and the inference that there would be an increased diffi- 
culty, amounting, in some instances, to a positive inability on 
the part of the poor in getting orders, are so inseparable trom 
the per-case system, that we shall never be able to convince 
the guardians, the Parliament, or the public at large, to the 
contrary. Why, then, exhaust all our strength on an impos- 
sibility? Therefore, adopting, as you give me credit for, ‘a 
disinterested and honest course,” I have endeavoured to devise 
a Scheme which, whilst totally free from the objections of the 
per-case system, would be equally workable in, and applicable 
ps B wg metropolis and the provinces; a Scheme, too, which, 
Ww it will bring ‘‘ substantial relief to the profession,” has 
not, as yet, met with that authoritative denunciation above- 
quoted, On the contrary, its essential clauses have already 
** been largely approved by so influential a member of Parlia- 
ment” as Hon. Sotheron Estcourt himself, His scheme, as 
does mine, adopted pauperism as its basis; his scheme, as does 
mine, proposed an element to obviate the objection of the vary- 
ing ratio of sickness to the uniformity of that basis; his scheme, 
as does mine, left it to the discretion of the guardians to remu- 
nerate the medical officers for the distances they in some in- 


ee 





| stances would have to travel, Moreover, his scheme has been 
alleged by Mr. Griflin to be ‘* based upon just principles,” and 
to be ‘‘ the best that could be devised.” In short, Sir, inas. 
| much as the figures, which constitute the chief element in my 
| remaneration clause, cannot be said to be under the control of 
| the medical officers, the fairness of such a basis cannot bat 
| carry its own conviction to the guardians, the Parliament, and 
| the public at large. 
| My Scheme is not, as you state, “based upon an idea of 
limited local application,” as I will very easily demonstrate in 
| Mr. Griffin's own Union, By trebling the first two elements 
| of my basis, when the said total number of paupers is 250 or 
| less, and doubling them when the said total is 600, and more 
than 250, as | have stated in your impression of the 10th inst,, 
an imperfection in my first-issued Scheme is satisfactorily ob- 
viated. In accordance with these views, and taking Mr, 
Griffin’s own figures, I find that the medical officer of the first 
district of the Weymouth Union would get for his next half. 
year’s salary, £36 1s., exclusive of any possible allowance for 
distance, His present annual salary is £40. 1 cannot com- 
prehend the figares Mr. Griffin gives for the second district, 
If the ‘* Pauper Classification Book” is correctly kept, it cannot 
(with so few non residents) possibly happen that the number of 
individuals receiving medical relief can exceed the total number 
of resident paupers and “* persons having received medical relief 
only” combined. 

I have now tried a great many of the provincial districts by 
the figures in Lord Elcho’s return, and | tirmly believe that my 
plan, with this last improvement, will ‘‘ meet all the infinitely 
varied and complicated cases of the provinces,” At all events, 
Jigures, not opinions, can convince me to the contrary. “* With 
the assistance of the Union clerk, any gentleman can i 
calculate what the figures—say of the half-year just ended— 
would produce as his next half year’s salary, according to my 

lan.” 

' If, Sir, yourself and Mr. Griffin will refer to the Civil Service 
Superannuation Act, you will there probably tind ‘‘ a scale” 
which will supersede the necessity of ‘‘ a jory of matrons” 
When a boy at school | was often set to write Latin nonsense 
verses, I try now :o write sensible prose. I fall, Sir, in very 
good company when I fall under your censure for my expression 
of opinion on who should be entitled to a superannuation grant, 
I have adopted the very words of the Report of the Select Com- 
mittee on Irish Poor Relief, 1-61. It may be assumed, Sir, 
that the Select Committee on Hnglish Poor Relief are not likely 
to recommend more than did its predecessor alluded to; inas- 
much as on this side of the channel our opportunities of laying 
by for a rainy day. from other sources, are certainly not inferior 
to those possessed by our Irish Union colleagues, 

To satisfy one query you advance to the metropolitan officers, 

my plan “in 


I again distinctly state that I have not pro 
my official capacity as their ey Secretary. 

In my own justification you will, I trust, permit me to say, 
that I have elsewhere, not only anticipated these personal re- 
flections, but entered fully into the whole matter. The active 
members of our committee would not last year hear of my re- 
signation, even though I openly confessed my waning faith in 
the per-case system of payment. I have, however, again set 
in motion the reassembling of our committee, with a view— 
first, to hand in my resignation as its Honorary Secretary; and, 
secondly, to bring before it this my independent Scheme—and 
*‘ impracticable” say you, Sir! One great advantage of my 
Scheme is its facility of adaptability to the existing mode of 
taking the Union accounts; its working will very readily dove- 
tail, and not in the least in‘erfere, with the figures which each 
clerk has at present half-ycarly to deduce. A few minutes’ 
more calculation will enable him at once to determine the next 
half-year’s salary of every medical officer in the Union, No 
calculation of, or computation from, special and ate figures 
will be required—such as the per-case system w of a neces- 
sity entail. Should it be deemed more desirable, my plan can 
be easily adapted to a triennial Te peony by simply taking 
the averages of the six preceding half-years. 

I also crack that nut which has been so hard a one te many: 
What is a case of sickness? I reply: Every individual 
who has during a past half year received medical relief be 
considered as constituting a ‘‘ case of sickness.” It matters 
not whether such relief has been afforded once or a dozen times; 
the mere fact of its having been ted shall constitute the 
recipient a ‘‘case of sickness,” Such an arrangement will also 
dovetail with the existing Union accounts, The name of ev 
person who has received ial relief, either in mouey or 
is entered on the Union and counted but once in the half- 
year ended March 25th or September 29th, albeit during that 
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half-year there may have been lengthened intervals of his re- 
ceiving such relief. Every name (if continued or re 
relief is necessary) is re-entered and re-counted in the second 
half of the parochial year, and also of course for every succeed- 
ing half-year. I propose that the same shall be done as regards 
relief in medicine—i. e., that, how many soever the intervals of 
health, the same sick pauper shall be counted but once as a 
‘case of sickness” during the (and each) half. year. 

I have nowhere stated that the rates of the first two elements 
of my plan are to be at the discretion of the guardians; their 
caprice is to be displayable only in the third element, It must 
be admitted that the guardians of each Union must be the best 
judges of all the local circumstances (such as facility of access, 
outlying parishes, &c.) affecting the distance which their re 
spective medical officers may have to travel in visiting the sick 
poor. There is likewise nothing whatever in this third element 
of mine to disentitle (as does Mr. Griffin’s plan) the medical 
officer from ‘* any extra payment” in respect of distance &c., 
although his farthest patient should be under one mile from his 
residence. 

The Select Committee seemed impressed with the fact that 
my plan, whilst embracing many of the clauses of the late 
President’s Scheme, also adopted as its method of remuneration 
three elements similar in intent to those of Mr, Estcourt’s triple 
basis. 





My endeavour has been to frame a method of fair remune- 
ration, the working of which would not conduce, on the one 
hand, to that indiscriminate issue of orders which obtains under 
the present system of fixed salaries; and would not, on the 
other, be marred in its working by the objections attachable to 
and inseparable from the per-case system of payment. 

The only tangible objection brought against my plan is “the 
effect of a severe winter, or the sudden closure of mills in the 
manufacturing towns, whereby thousands in a single Union are 
suddenly thrown wu the Poor's-rate;” ten thousand such in 
the Manchester Union were recently recorded in The Times. I 
will just show, from public figures, how mach less the Poor’s- 
rate would suffer from such a sadden in-pouring of paupers 
paid for according to my plan, than it wothehen we are visited 
by severe epidemics, to be paid for at so much per case :— 
Paupers. Manchester Township. 

10,000 x 10d. = £416 13s. 4d. — 10 = £41 138, 4d. extra 
to each of the ten medical officers of that Union. 
During the cholera year 1854-5, I attended 3475 cases of sick- 
ness in my district of the East London Union. Mr. Griffin's 
plan would have remunerated me as follows :— 

300 x Ss. = £75 Os. 
3175 x 2s, = £317 10s. 


£392 10s. 

being an excess of £220 10s. over what I (one medical officer 
only) did actually receive for my labour. Which fact would 
cause “the interests of the ratepayers to suffer” the most? 
Besides, in the former case pauperism would be in such excess, 
possibly, that the medical officer would not benefit by my 
second element in the least, I say y, because at such 
times ail out of work do not ily become paupers. Pri- 
vate benevolence, as it is now doing in Sandie and as it 
did last year at the Mansion House and other police courts, 
keeps many from coming on the relief list st ail. No such 
charity does or would step in during an epidemic of disease to 
mollify the per-case system of payment. Bat granting, for the 
sake of argument, the force of Mr. Griffin’s objection, to what 
does it amount? That once in every seven or three years, or 
say even ev year, a certain d ion in labour will benefit 

i cers, And what Mr. Griffin offer us as an 
alternative? A Scheme which, on every day of every year, 
and every hour of every day, will result in bodily suffering and 
mental distress to the sick poor; and at every quarter day will 
regale the mental comfort of every medical officer with a squab 
ble with his board of guardians! I am quite content to leave 
the fate of our two ical consideration and the 


the 
im t of those many ex-officio guardians 
a ion of our Legislature. 
To ‘* the hard, stereotyped reply” with which this body meets 
our “‘demands for relief of grievances,” the very ma- 
ty of us all are agreed on a unanimous answer. e want 





to compulsorily enforce an augmentation to the miserable pit+ 
tances which the very great majority of us receive. Looking 
at it in a strictly legitimate view, it would appear sufficient 
for us to impress on Parliament the advantages and the neces- 
sity of these ends, and leave to the Executive the how and the 
where to find the required means. Officers applying to a cor- 
porate body for a general increase of their salaries do not, I 
think, as a rule, go into such details. 

From my experience of the Select Committee, it appears to 
me far more important that we should be able to unmistake- 
ably convince them of the justness of our demands than to 
try and force them to recommend to Parliament this or that 
basis of computation. Seeing in what manner I was met by 
the Chairman,—armed as he was with such a letter from one of 
ourselves,--I fear this first thin end of the wedye has not yet 
been quite convincingly driven home. This being done, the 
means must in some shape or other of a necessity follow. 
Speaking selfishly and in the interest solely of our own pockets, 
it may matter not to us as individuals what the basis is whence 
the augmentation to our salaries is deduced; but for the sake 
of the sick poor, with a due regard to the pockets of the rate- 
payers, and for the sake of our own mental comfort, I have en- 
deavoured to devise a substitute for so impracticable and im- 
politic a scheme as the per-case system of payment. I think I 
have succeeded ; and unless there is brought forward anything 
objectionable to, or impugnable against, the principle of my 
plan, I will not trouble you with a farther letter. I have 
neither time nor taste for mere personal recriminations, 

l am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Rozerr Fowier, M.D. Edin. 
Bishopegate-street Without, May, 1962. 


THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE. 
WHAT SIR CHARLES WOOD LEARNS IN A YEAR. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Srr,—In March, 1561, Sir Charles Wood stated in the House 
that the Indian medical service was ‘* on a footing of perfect 
equality with the British.” 

In March, 1862, Sir Charles Wood states in the same place 
that “‘ it is impossible” to place the two services ‘‘on a footing 


of uality.” 
t is nat, heworen, impossible to carry out the Queen’s War- 


rant of 1559, which has never yet been recognised in India. 
Let us have the rank and the pay which that Warrant was 
intended to give us, and we will not request impossibilities, 
At the present time the service is in a state of chronic disgust, 
and we sadly require assistance in exposing our woes, which 
can only be effected by Tux Lancer. 


Bombay, March 30th, 1862. Aw Inpran SurGEon, 





ON THE MODE OF ELECTING FELLOWS OF 
THE ROYAL SOCIETY. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 


Str,—By the Royal Society's charter, the right of electing 
fellows was vested in the body at not in the Council ; 
and this right has continued to be exercised from the foundation 
of the institution to the year 1847, when the Council by a bye- 
law usu that power, which an eminent lawyer to 


In 1845, t irregularities had been committed by the 
Council, as F aged tm of your journal know fall well. 

In 1847, the power of election was taken from the fellows 
by the Council, in whose hands it has ever since remained, and 
the results have been what was predicted at the time-—viz., 
a great diminution in the number of fellows and a serious loss 
of revenue. To make up for this deficiency, the Government 
now doles out £1000 per annum from the public purse. 

It is notorious to all who have watched the Council's pre- 
ceedings since 1547, that the power of electing fellows, whi 
they have , has been used in a most partial manner. But 
if the fellows are h- stile to the present mode of proceeding, yet 
refuse now to join in any effort to restore the power of election 
to the fellows at large, it must be obvious to all that the result 
will prove most disastrous to the institution, which every year 
since 1847 has been sinking in reputation. 

Hoping the great body of the fellows may be induced to 
come forward and wrest from the Council a power which has 
been declared by more than one eminent lawyer to be illegal, 





I Sir, your obedient servant, 
May, 1962. po F.R.S, 
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ROYAL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT COLLEGE. 
To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sir,—By the request of the Exhibitioners Committee, (which 
now numbers thirty-five members, all good friends of the above 
College,) at the annual general ting on Tuesday the 2th 
inst., I put the following question—viz., ‘‘ Whether, when the 
new buildings enlarging the school d nt shall be com- 

the charge for the education of exhibitioners would be 
reduced to the original sum of £30, in accordance with a sort 
of promise which had been held out to the Exbibitioners Com- 
mittee, by Mr. Propert.” 1 also stated that upon such grounds 
, had been suspended for two years, in compliance with 
rt’s request. To this Mr, Propert replied, ‘ that 

each of exhibitioners now cost the College upwards of £43, 





and he was sorry that he could not hold out any hope that the 
sum would ever be reduced below the present charge of £40.” 
By this answer your readers will observe, that the much- 
disputed legal point as to whether the College can, under the 
t charter, appropriate any portion of its funds tow »rds 
the education &c. of exhibitioners, has been most practically 
decided in favour of the opinion given by the present Solicitor- 
General ! ! 


On March 31, 1857, Mr. Roundell Palmer wrote as follows— 
**My own opinion (and I am bound to say that it is a decided 
one), is, that the clause referred to does not in any manner 

ibit the application of part of the funds of the College in 
aid of the expenses of the education, board, lodging, and 
washing of the exhibitioners ; and that the Act of Parliament 
did not render necessary any alteration whatever of Rule 30, 
as to the charge of not more than £30 a year for exhibitioners ; 
although it may be capable of proof that the cost of the educa- 
tion, board, lodging, and washing of such exhibitioners may 
exceed £30 a year.” If the College can legally spend upwards 
of £3 upon every exhibitioner now in the Uoilege, it can, with 
equal justice, further reduce the charge from £40 to £30 to a 
pe ne that by spend f the College fand 
is now plain, that ing £3 of ti ands 
each eakibitionse, the Council has either misappropriated 
the fands to the amount of nearly £400 a year, or the Solicitor- 
General is right, and the Council can legally make the original 
of £30 to the poorer members of the profession, and supply 
want which would make the school a blessin ng to those who 
ean neither afford to pay £40, or to expose their poverty to 
the world by canvassing for a free schularship. The legal bar- 
vier being removed, the t want of a cheap education can 
be supplied, and the grand defect of the school can be remedied. 

It. now remains for the Exhibitioners Committee and the 
whole profession to rate with the Council, and to devise 
@ plan which will give the boon of a high education at such a 
moderate charge as to-bring it within means of the strag- 
ling practitioner, ~ 

: have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Wm. A. N. Carrim, 
Highbury-place, Islington, May 13, 1562. 





THE CHOLERA IN INDIA. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


‘ §m,—Dr. Macloughlin, in your journal of Feb. 15th, 1862, 
ebliges the profession with certain crude remarks on the early 
“treatment of cholera, He commences a most illiberal letter 
with a statement to the effect that the disease has never been 
scientifically investigated in India. This is most inexact, as in 
no country is the progress of the disease watched with greater 
care. Moreover, in every fatal case an exact statement of the 
post-mortem examination is required, Those who are most 
conversant with this disease are most unable to arrive at 
a satisfactory solution of the meaning of its symptoms, and on 
that account — oe has yh a —— a 
empirical, But if there is one fact in pathology of the 
disease more established than another, it is that there is a re- 
markable absence of bile in the discharges, and this fact has 
‘Ted to the employment of mercury, nut as an empirical bat as 
a remedy. Neither can the administration of opiam 
in the first of the disease, and stimulants as occasion may 
require, be held to come under the former category of treat- 
men 


t. 

The ‘‘ Member of the ion of Honour” would seem to 
attach much value to the assertion that diarrhea always ushers 
‘in the attack of cholera, This, however, is not invariably the 
case; and even were it s, the difficulty of persuading men to 
go inte hospital for what they consider a trifling 





would mach militate against the value of the discovery as re- 
gards early treatment. 

The statement that in districts where cholera the 
functions of the bowels of every individual in the ity are 
disturbed is decidedly uutrue; and the deduction, supposing it 
to be founded on fact, makes a of a degree of ignorance 
against Indian medical officers which it is difficult to conceive 
can have emanated from a professional brother. 

I avoid the remainder of the letter, with the exception of 
the conclusion so uncharitably and illogically arrived at; and 
I would suggest that, instead of making wild assertions, the 
writer should confine his remarks to subjeets of which he has 
personal cognisance, failing which it seems probable that he 
will be unable much longer to sign himself a “* Member of the 
Legion of Honour,” 

I am, Sir, yours truly, 


India, March 30th, 1862. Aw Lbyp1an Mepicar Orricer. 





THE TREATMENT OF UTERINE CANCER. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 


Srr,— During my recent attendance upon a case of uterine 
cancer, in the course of which the frequent employment of the 
catheter was called for, owing to the complete infiltration of 
the u ethra with the disease, the presence of the instrument 
was on each occasion productive of such intense suffering, con- 
tinuing for several hours, as to lead my patient to say she 
would prefer death to a repetition of the operation. a 
trial of every means of relief I could devise, the following 
on one occasion su itself to me—viz., to smear the w. 
length of the catheter with an ointment composed of equal 
parts of extract of belladonna and lard. The experiment suc- 
ceeded far beyond my expectations, Within a few minutes of 
the first application, the pain almost entirely vanished, and for 
many weeks afterwards, by this means, I was enabled to re- 
lieve the bladder twice a day, with an amount of pain com- 
Prue slows yom hongh f, may probably have 

above plan, t new to m ‘4 
been resorted is by others. Still, mi S2d ob Gunite the 
works of Drs. Simpson, West, and Rigby, that such treatment 
of the complication alladed to is not suggested by them, I ven- 
ture to hope that this short communication may not be thought 
altogether unworthy of a corner in your valuable journal. 
Lam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Wells, Somerset, May, 1862. Jou G. Frevcu, M.R.C.S. 





CONSULTATIONS WITH HOM(COPATHS. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 

Sm,—lIt is reported in Hanley, that Dr. Clay, of Manchester, 
has lately been meeting a ist in consultation 
in this town. Will yow allow me to ask Dr. Clay, through the 
medium of your journal, if he can give any sati answer 
to this report ? 

I am led to believe, on what I consider the most undeniable 
authority, that Dr, Clay has done so, knowing the person to 
be a homceopathi If this report is incorrect, it cannot be 
refuted too soon ; if it is correct, I think Dr. Clay’s 
cannot too soon be made acquainted with it, as I believe there is 
a Medico. Ethical Society in Manchester to which they would, 
no doubt, like to refer the case, 

Lam, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Hanley, Staffordshire, May, 1862. 

P.S.—I enclose my card. 








PARISIAN MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 
(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT. ) 


A GENTLEMAN whose sound judgment and long experience 
testify to the justice of the cause he has undertaken to defend, 
Dr. Shrimpton of Paris, addressed a few days ago a letter to 
the Academy of Medicine on the subject of hospital ventilation. 
This letter embodies in a succinct form, together with the 
views of its author, the opinions of Miss Nightingale, as trans- 
mitted directly to Dr. Shrimpton, with reference to the causes 
of the increased rate of mortality at Lariboisitre. ‘* This un 
foreseen mortality,” observes Miss Nightingale, ‘‘is due 
neither to situation, nor construction, nor overcrowding, but 
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to bad ventilation. Heated air is utterly unfit for man to 
breathe. lt keeps the frame in a continnal state of relaxation. 
The patients are deprived of the tonic effects of fresh air, and 
are, as it were, constantly simmering in a bot oven!” The 
amiable and talented lady then goes on to the substitu- 
tion of the open fire-place in each ward, and free entry from 
without of air at its natural temperature ; a proposal which Dr. 
Shrimpton had no hesitation in endorsing, prior to its submis- 
sion to the notice of the Academy. 

There can be little doubt that, in matters of ventilation, the 
farther inventors and reformers have departed in principle from 
the old model, the medival fireplace, with its vast chimney 
and roaring fire, the Jess successful have been their innovations 
in a sanitary point of view. The ad libitum radiation of 
warmth in winter, the cheering blaze, the unceasing removal of 
impure exhalations by the suction power of the upward 
draught, the immediate annihilation by burning of soiled 
dressings, and the purifying influence of heat, as illustrated by 
the plague bonfires, are all so many arguments in favour of a 
return from the dreamland of ventilation, to the old chimney- 
corner of comfort and common sense. 

Dr. le Brument, a gentleman who has for ammo Epes past a 
e in experimenting upon the therapeutical properties o} 
pe 5 sap ein of iodine, has now published in the Bulletin 
de Thérapeutique a series of papers on the chemical and medi- 
cal properties of a drug, new in pharmacy at least--the neutral 
iodide of antimony, is salt, of a fine bright-red colour, is 
easily fusible, and volatilizes readily. It is decomposed by 
water, but is soluble in purealeohol, For its preparation, two 
parts of antimony are mixed with three parts of iodine in a 
porcelain mortar, and a little alcohol is added to admit of the 
compound being rubbed into a thick paste. Afver being 
worked for some time, the mass from black becomes red, and 
from a pasty assumes a powdery consistence by the evaporation 
of the spirit. When thoroughly dried, the substance is sub- 
limed in a retort, and the iodide of antimony is obtained in the 
shape of very fine of a bright-red colour. The thera- 
peutical effects of this drug seem to resemble much those of the 
elements which enter into its composition, with this exception, 
that it possesses far more power than either, and that the 
largest dose which Dr. le brument considers it expedient to 
use isthe tenth of a grain. It is perhaps more prudent to 
wait until the cases in which this reg has been employed have 
been i before ncing any opinion as to its avenir ; 


blished, 
bat flom the astonishing effects produced (as I am assured by 
an unprejudiced confrére) in pulmonary catarrhs, it seems to be 


a remedy of very definite power. In case any of your readers 
should fee] desirous of procuring a specimen of the drug for experi- 
ment and be unable to prepare it for himself, I may mention 
that it is here manufactured by MM. Roberts and , of the 
Place Vendéme, who would, I feel sure, afford every possible 
facility to any member of the profession desirous of testing its 


powers, 

A speech delivered last Tuesday by M. Trousseaa, at the 
Academy of Medicine, on the pulverization of fluids, deserves 
some mention, as being the first official sanction given to the 
employment of Dr. Sales-Giron’s invention. ‘* The method of 
treatment by palverization,” observed M. Trousseau, ‘*is, I be- 
lieve, destined to render great services in medical practice. 
That pulverized liquids do enter the bronchi is incontestable, 
and I much wonder that any doubts could have arisen on that 
mas Let a student pass the night in a room with a smoky 

, and next day he will expectorate carbonaceous matter. 

Do we not see the same take p in the metal founder, the 

grinder, the glass-cutter, and in all those workmen whose trade 

exposes them to an atmosphere charged with minutely sub- 

divided material? How can we then refuse to believe in the 

tion of pulverized water? But should ana not suffice 
vietion, experiment at least is conclusive : 

i for themselves. (Here M. Trousseau 


the perchloride of iron of the inhaled liquid had been detected 
in the remote bronchi by the yellow cyanide of potassium.) As 
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by the evening all danger had vanished, and the operation was 
dispensed with. Quite recently I met with a case of the same 
affection, edema glottidis, in a phthisical patient, who was 
ey and near her term. By the use of the pulverized in- 
er, I was able to prolong this woman's life until after the 
birth of the child, and attain a result which I should other- 
wise have despaired of accomplishing. In syphilitic affections 
of the larynx, I have been equally happy and very willi 
bear testimony to the efficacy of M. Sales-Giron’s invention. 
The funeral of M. Bretonneau took place on Wedn 
last, at Tours, and was attended by a large number of provin- 
cial and Parisian celebrities. As is usual in France, several 
orations were delivered on the occasion, the most brilliant 
being those of his two pupils, MM. Trousseau and Velpeaa. 
In consequence of the occurrence of a death from hydro- 
hobia in the Paris garrison, the most stringent regulations 
ave been issued by the authorities relative to the muzzling of 
dogs in the ve oe and its neighbourhood. 
The hospitals are again fall of cases of mild typhoid fever, 
and I hear of a few instances occurring in private practice. 
Paris, May 13th, 1862. 


Medical Hetvs. 


Royat Cottzce or Scurezons or Enctawp.—The 
Reowes gations. having undergone the necessary exami- 
nations for the diploma, were admitted Members of the College 
at a meeting of the Court of Examiners on the 8th inst. :— 


Bangay, Richard, Corbridge, near Newcastle. 
Calthrop, Edward, Deepivg, 8t. Nicholas, Lincolnshire. 
Cornish, Philip Arthur, Modbury, Devon. 
Deane, Charies Masien, Batley, near Leeds. 
Daunderdale, Wiiliam, Pou!ton le Fylde, Lancashire. 
Harman, Jobn, Cauterbury. 
Haycock, George, Kingsland-road. 
Edward, Tunbridge Wells. 
Bolt. n, Lancashire. 
Huxley, Thomas Henry, F.K.8,, Museum of Practical Geology, 
Jermvn-street. 

Jackson, Edward, Chor er, Lancashire. 
Jones, Thomas, Kuthin, Denbighshire. 
Kernot, Charles Noyce, West Cowes, Isle of Wight. 
Le ‘tail, William James, Sheffield. 
M‘Lean, Hugh, Jamaica. 
Osbaldeston, Lyttleton Frederick, Hatfield, Herts, 
Page, William John, Dublin. 
Potter, John Baptiste, Craven-hill, Bayswater. 
Power, Wilmot Horton Trevor, B.A. Lond., Ceylon. 

mg ee Plymouth. 

Danbar, Northallerton, Yorkshire, 
, Connaaght-terrace. 

Warrington, Francis Wm., Congleton, Cheshire. 


The following gentlemen were admitted Members on the 
9th inst. :— 


Rennett, James Edward, Plymocth. 

Castaneda, John, Albany-street, Regent’s-park. 
Cooke, George Richards, Charlwood-street, Piu lico. 
Cookson, Samuel, Stowmarket, Seffolk. 

Cooper, William Henry, New Zealand, 

Deans, John, Melbourne, Derbyshire. 

Delamotie, George Cotes, Swanage, Dorset. 

Eliis, Joseph Rhodes, Mirfield, Yorkshire. 

Forrest, john Phelan, Mitchelstown, Co. Cork. 


nm 
ell, Leamington, Warwickshire. 
Samuel, Acomb, near York. 
Oxley, Martin Gay Black, Southport. 
Pettifer, Edmund Henry, De Beauvoir-town. 
Purnell, Kichard, Wells, Somerset. 
Baynes, Canada West. 
Rix, Samuel Babat, Tunbridge Wells. 
Shea, Henry Gordon, friars-road. 
Smith, William Johnson, Wisbeach, Cambridgeshire. 
Teale, John Willi m, Leeds. 
Waghorn, Soho-square. 
Waghorn, Henry, ware. 
LicenTIA1 Es IN Mipwirery.—The _oe members oy 
Royal College of Surgeons of England, having und 
necessary examinations, were admitted Licentiates im Midwifery 
at a mevting of the Board on the 14th inst, :— 
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aminers on the 12th inst., and, 
to the pass examination :— 
Armstrong, Henry E., Neweastle Sch 
Armstrong, Jo eph Foster, do, 
Bailey, Wwn., St. Line 4 s Senttal, 


when eligible, will be admitted 


Morton, John, St. Thomas’s Hospital, 

Orton, Ge», Hunt, St, Bartholomew's 
Hospital. 

Puzey, Chauney, Guy’s Hospital. 


. | Sankey, Geo, Fred., St. Th wmas's Hosp. 


las, Mordey, “oo School. 
, Geo Birmingham. 
3, Alfred Ollivant, Birmingham. 
lin, Charles, Guy’s Hospital. 
Harris, dwn xe Henry, King’s College. 
Hediey, John, Newcastle School. 
toon Jon, Manchester. 
David, Charing-cross Hosp. 
Halle ally. Phomas’ Birmingham. 


Simpson, Joha H.,t haring-cross Hosp. 
Thomas, Oliver Dillion, Middlesex Hosp, 
Thompson, Geo, 8., Newcastle School, 
Walker, George E., University College. 
Webster, Richard, Leeds. 

Whlevia, Connell, St. Barthol. Hosp, 
Wize, Thos. C., Charing-cross Hosp. 
Williams, David T. , University College. 

Wiltshire, Alfred, do. 


The following gentlemen passed their primary examinations 


on the 13th inst. :— 


Andrew, James Lawton, Man ~hester. 
A Fred. Page, St. Thomas's 


Birt, Jes, Birmingham. 

Burnard, Chas, F., St. Barthol. Hosp. 
Cock, AY. St Bartholomew's Hosp. 
Cross, A. J. Graham, King’s College. 
Elphinstone, Rovert, Guy’s Hospital. 
Everitt, Herbert, University College. 
Goulds’ ary. Valerius Skipton, Galway. 
a Nathaniel, London Hospital. 

. Henry Cornelius, Leeds. 


tyle, jm. Vaey, St. Mary’s Hospital. 


Peirson, George Brigg, Leeds. 

Rigg, John, Liverpool. 

Bosssiiets, "John \ rampern, Li 1. 
ell, Joseph N. S., Uuiv. College. 

Seat , Walter Theyre, King’s College. 

Spooner, William, University Coll: ge. 

Spurway, Charles, St. Barthel. Hosp. 

Trible, John, University College. 

Tucker, Fred. John, Middlesex Hosp. 

Tudge, "Timothy, do, 

Wood, Francis Henry, Guy's Hospital. 

Young, Francis, University College. 

Zinzan, Robt. Vaux, London Hospital. 


The following gentlemen passed their primary examinations 


on the 14th inst. :— 
Burford, H. Hammerston, St. Mary's 
Hospital. 
Cockerton, Alfred J., London Hosp. 
, William Wightman, Hull. 
’T. Wiison, St. Barthol. Hosp. 
Griffith, Edwin, Birmin ‘gham 
Holyoake, Thomas, Guy's Hospital. 
Horridge, Alb. Cross, Westinin. Hosp. 
Hosking, W. H., Charing-cross Hosp. 
Meadows, G. F. Walford, Guy's tiosp. 


Milner, Jas. Forman, Hull. 

Mudd, Fred. Chas,, Guy's Hospital. 
Paton, Robert, Manchester. 

Reynolds, E. R. Bradley, Univer. Coll. 
Simpson, Walter, St. Burthul. Hosp. 
Smith, William, Birmingham. 

Taylor, J. Huson, London Hospital. 
Thomas, W. Hopkins, King’s College. 
Vallance, Edm., St. Barthol. Hospital. 
Wilby, John Burdett, Birmingham. 





Apotuscantes’ Hatt.—The following gentlemeu passed 
heir examination in the Science and Practice of Medizine, and 
eceived certificates to practise, on the Sth inst. :— 


Anderson, James, 


Liverpool, 


Lilly, Hubert Walter, Folkestone. 
Nesbitt, Francis F. C., Nassau, West Indies. 
Newton, John Lawrence, Durham, 


Rowe, Thomas Henry, King-street, Regent-street. 
Southey, Albert James, Hampstead. 
Sheppee, William Henry, Bedford. 
Sutcliffe, Henry, Halifax. 
The following. gentlemen also on the same day passed their 
rst examination :— 
—- Edward, Manchester. 


Esh Iby, Douglas W. 


» Congleton. 


Lisle, Richard P., Cardiff. 
Peirson, George b, Leeds. 


[In the list of names of gentlemen who passed the Hall on the 


Ist inst., for **‘ Edward Henley ” 


read “‘ Edward Harley.”} 


Unrversiry or St. ANprews.—The following is a list 
of gentlemen on whom the degree of Doctor of Medicine was 


conferred on the 10th inst, :— 
Ash, J., Wandsworth Common, Load. 
Bennett, James, Liverpool. 

Booth, Frederick W., Rochdale 


Bowstead, R. M., Caistor, Lincolnshire.| Martin, H. A., St. 


Brookhouse, Joseph 0., Nottingham. 
Bramwell, = Cc, Burnley, Lancashire. 
Campbell, W., Ikeston, Derbyshire. 
Carter, Daniel, London. 

Cocks, C. C., Ross, Herefordshire. 
Constable, Joseph James, Dublin. 
Davey, Alexander G., Lonaon. 
Davey, Richard 8., Walmer, Kent. 
Davis, J. B., Shelton, Staffordshire. 
Davis, William H. ‘?., London. 
Dean, Thos., Huddersfie old, Yorkshire. 
Diae-Bandarnay ke, Abr. Ww. Colombo, 


Domellien’ Henry Jones, Royal Navy. 

Dow, Henry B, Bayswater, London. 

Bie Samuel s., Ringwood, Hants. 
‘ohn R., Barnsb ury, London, 


—. James, Liverpool. 
p= en ie , Soathport, I hire. 


| Lovegrove, Charles, Sevenoaks, Kent, 
ae yster, Chaworth E., Liverpool, 
Marsden, Alesander’ E., London. 
Aust el, Cornwall. 
| Martin, T., Little Hilton, Lancashire, 
Menzies, William J., Edinbar -h 
Minns, Pembroke Rt. J. B., Guy's Hosp. 
Moore, Dniel, Hastings. 
Marphy, William, Guy's Hospital. 
Owen, Owen, Guy's Hospi ral. 
Page, A. H., Devonport, Devonshire. 
Paine, Henry James, Cardiff. 
Phipps, George C., Co. Cork. 
Robson, Matthew ti North Shields. 
Roe, Thomas A., Royal Navy. 
Ryan, Edward T., London. 
Schofield, Frawk, Suddieworth, near 
Manchester. 
Smith, Wi'liam, Preston 
Stamper, James F., Guy’ 8 Hospital. 
Stewart, John A., Malta. 
Swain, ok Lone: n. 
J 





, Islington, London. 
Gwynn, pe London Hospital. 
Harris, Charles, Nort hiam, Sussex. 
— Thomas A., St. Andrews, 
Keighley, Yorkshire, 
ed, Wharton P., London, 


s, 
Jones, Kober, Llanrwst, N. Wales, 
Lambert, H. Stone, Amoy, China, 


g, Berkshire. 
Tatham, John, London, 
Sonn, Louth, Lincolnshire. 
‘otherick, J. Y., Berwick-on-Tweed. 
Trewboe, ia, Henry &. Ge E., — s — 


Williams. W 
Wyman, W. S., St. Thomas's Hospital. 





.| Walling, os Royal Nav 
il i. Leoton. 


We may remind our readers that there are only two more 
occasions (namely, in September and December) on which can- 





didates can present themselves for the degree of M.D. at the 
University of St. Andrews under the present liberal regulations, 
After the Ist of January, 1863, every candidate will be required 
to have spent two of his four winter sessions at a University or 
at one of the Queen’s Colleges in Ireland. 


University or Lonpon.— The following gentlemen 
have been elected the txaminers in Medicine and its collateral 
sciences for 1862-1863 :—Chemistry : Professors W. A. Miller 
and A. W, Williamson. Botany and Vegetable P tyei ology : 
Drs. J. D. Hooker and J, Lindley. Medicine : Drs. 
and A. Tweedie. Surgery: Mr. T. B. Curling and Professor 
W. Fergusson. Anatomy and Physiology: Professors P. Red- 
fern and W. Sharpey. Physiology, Comparative Anatomy, 
and Zoology: Mr. G. Busk and Professor T. H. Huxley. Mid. 
wifery : Drs. W. Tyler Smith and C. West. Materia Medica 
and Pharmaceutical Chemistry: Professor A. B. Garrod and 
Dr. G. Owen Rees. Forensic Medicine: Prof. W. A. Guy and 
Dr. W. Odling. 


Fartat Accrpent To 4 Scurcron.—Mr. Henry Waldron, 
surgeon of Theale, Reading, has been killed by being thrown 
from his carriage against a wall. 


Merropotitan Association oF Mevicat OFFIcers 
or Hrattu.—A deputation from this Association had an in- 
terview with Lord Palmerston on Monday, on the importance 
of the sanitary supervision of public schools. 

Tue birth of a quintet of girls on the 28th of March is 
recorded by the Montreal Gazette, the mother, a French Cana- 
~ being herself one of four. The five children are doing 
we 

Dr. Anprat has examined the blood of a patient 
suffering from anemia, where the blood-globules amounted to 
less than 39 in 100U, whereas their natural proportion 
should be at least 120 per 1000. 


Tre Lorp Craxcettor has ordered, on the recom- 
mendation of her Majesty’s Attorney-General, Sir W, Atherton, 
M.P., that £400 from a lapsed chancery fand should be given 
to the National Life Boat Institution, in consideration of its 
great and important operations, 


A Hixt to Conrgctionrrs—A new green for con- 
fectionery, which may be substituted for the poisonous colouring 
now much used, is noticed by the Journal de Pharmacie. lt 
is composed of saffron and indigo, and in the proportions 
necessarily used, may be considered innocuous. 


Tue Sex or Eoos.—In an address lately read by 
M. Genin before the Académie des Sciences, he affirms that 
the sex of eggs may be accurately determined: all eggs having 
the germs of males having wrinkles on the smaller end, while 
the female eggs are smooth at both extremities, 


Gas as 4 Motrve Powrr.—Mr. Meschin, barrister of 
the Inver Temple, has presented a paper to the Society of Arts, 
in which he shows that the adoption of gas as a new projectile 
and motive force would be attended with great advantages. 
The gas, evolved from water, is readily formed, and is most 
economical and effective. 


Cutortpr or Lime has recently been employ a 
Professor E. Kopff for horticultural purposes. Plants sprin 
with a weak solution are preserved from the ravages of insects. 
Fruit trees may be protected from vermin by forming the 
chloride into a paste, and applying a narrow circle or ring of it 
upon the trunk of the tree. 


Deatu or Dr. J. R. Farrs.—We regret to announce 
the death of Dr. John Richard Farre, who sank at the advanced 
age of eighty-eight, at his residence at Pentonville, on the 7th 
instant. This venerable physician was the father of Drs. J. FP. 
Farre, of St. Bartholomew's, and Arthar Farre, of King’s Col- 
lege. We intend to give a detailed memoir in our next number. 


A Saxrtany Estaptisument.—The Austrian papers 
announce the foundation of an establishment at Griitz, in 
which the physicians propose to cure many of the diseases of 
the chest and abdominal organs, by means of ap 
modifications in the air the patients breathe and eet they 
use. Mineral waters and the treatment by milk and cards 
also form part of the system. 

Tae Japanese Ampassapors. — On Thursday week 
five of the medical gentlemen attached to the J 
paid a visit to King's College 
the wards, examined of the most interesting cases, and 
minutely inspected the ts for the comfort and con- 
venience of the patients and nurses, which, as this 
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the most recently constructed in London, are all of the best 
and most approved description. They were altogether more 
than two hours in the hospital, and expressed themselves very 
much pleased with their visit. ‘The gentlemen then proceeded 
to Mr. Kimpton’s, High Holborn, where they purchased a 
large quantity of books relating to Medicine, Chemistry, 
Medical Botany, Natural Philosophy, &c. 


Surrey Opntnatmic Hospirat.— The annive 
festival of this institution was held at the Bridge House Hotel, 
London-bridge, on Wednesday evening, the ]4th inst.; A. H. 

, Esq., M.P., in the chair. Nearly 150 gentlemen in- 


welfare of the charity sat down to dinner, and 
in the course of the evening a large number of subscriptions 
and donations were obtained. This hospital (which was lately 
called the South London) was founded in 1857, and now pos- 
sesses a handsome building of its own in St. George’s circus, 
opposite the Blind School, upon which a small debt of some 
£500 is due. Whilst the northern side of the metropolis pos- 





sesses three large hospitals and eight disp ies especially 
devoted to diseases of the eye, the southern side, with a popu- 
lation of 482,435 in 1851, did not possess one before the esta- 
blishment of the present hospital. Its foundation therefore 
became a matter of absolute necessity. Since it has been 
opened, upwards of 5000 patients have admitted. 


Trstimontat.—On Monday last, on the occasion of pre- 
senting an elegant silver tea and coffee service to Dr. Picrson, 
who is about to remove from Burlington Quay to his estate at 
Falsgrave, near Searborough, a numerous company of his 
patients and friends were entertained at the Crown Inn to a 
sumptuous cham e breakfast, the chair being efficiently 
occupied by Mr. Parkin Atkinson. The meeting was of a most 
social character, and the speeches of the late ients most 
gratifying and complimentary. At the close of the repast, and 
after the presentation had been made, in an excellent 
by the Chairman, and most feelingly responded to by the 
Doctor, his successor, George D, Nelson, Esq., wes introduced, 
and met with a most cordial reception. Dr. Pierson will leave 
the Quay with the respect, esteem, and good wishes of all his 
acquaintances, 

Arrest or Cataract py Ammonta.—M. Quadri pub- 
lishes, in the ‘* Annals of Ophthalmia,” the case of a girl of 
twenty-two, who presented an incipient lenticular cataract, 
with corresponding loss of vision. The patient was much 
alarmed at this, as cataract is hereditary in her family. M. 
Quadri ordered a daily application to the temples of liquor 
ammonia, secured under a watch glass, and internally a few 

ins of sal ammoniac per diem. girl followed the treat- 
ment with great care, and so far recovered her sight as to be 
able to resume such occupations as she had been obliged to 
relinquish. She continued to use the same means for five 
years! and experienced much benefit. When she attempted 
to leave off the r medies, she immediately had a relapse. 


ImpatpaBLe Powpers.—We hav» recently examined, 
with the aid of the microscope, a number of the powders, both 
vegetable and mineral, prepared by M. Menier. The state of 
division to which they are reduced is so great that they well 
deserve the distinctive appellation ‘‘ impalpable” bestowed 
upon them. Notwithstanding the extent to which the several 
component tissues are broken up and divided in the grinding, 
it is interesting to observe that sufficient of the different struc- 
tures remain as to admit of the identification, by means of the 
microscope, of all other vegetable powders. Prepared from 
drugs and chemicals of the first quality, these powders, owing to 
their comminution, would prove more active than the ordinary 
coarse powders. They are certainly very superior to any 
hitherto submitted to our notice. 

Lonervity 1x THE Nortu Rivine or Yorksnire.— 
In the Richmond and Ripon Chronicle of April 26th is recorded 
the deaths of thirteen persons whose united ages amount to 
1065 years, The oldest is 95, the next 94, and so on in succes- 
sion—89, 86, 85, 85, 82, 80, 79, 75, 73. The lowest in the list 
are two young ladies, each of 71 years of age. Besides this 
remarkable instance of longevity, there is a notice of the death 
of a lady at “‘ an advanced age,” by which it may be presumed 
that all record of her birth has been forgotten, so far distant is 
the time when she was ushered into this world. 


Roor or a Cantne Toorn LopGED IN THE THICKNESS 
or tHe Lower Lip, smmvuLaTiING A Cancrrovus Tumoor. 
—M. Landyck, of Dunkirk, has published this case, referring 
to a lady forty years of age. She had always suffered with her 


teeth, and had bat a few incisors left, the rest of the jaws | 


presenting roots more or less firmly wedged, and alveoli more 





or less decayed. Towards the end of the year 1854, she felt a 
small tumour forming in the lower lip on the left side, which 
tamour soon filled the space below the internal aspect of the 
lip and the gum. Pain was subsequently experienced, and a 
few months afterwaris the patient could hardly eat. Shesent 
for M. Landyck, who discovered a large tumour situated as 
above described, and ulcerating. Ablation was not proposed, 
as the lady was very nervous, and cauterization was resorted to. 
In the meanwhile parturition took place quite normally, and, 
whilst using the caustic some time shoots, M. Landyck felt 
a hard substance in the tamour; by then making a crucial in- 
cision, he discovered a long root of the canine tooth, covered 
with a thick layer of calcarerous matter. It was placed hori- 
zontally, the apex turned towards the lip, and its upper part 
adhering to the bone. This root being removed, the tamour 
disappeared, and the patient was freed from all uneasiness, 

M. Breroyyeav'’s Funsrat at Tours.—This distin- 
guished physician was buried with great pomp at Tours, a few 
days since, amid a great concourse of people, among whom 
were noticed the most eminent men of the place, and some of 
the leading physicians and surgeons of Paris, his former pupils, 
who had come to Tours in order to pay their tribute of respect 
to the deceased fessor. é illaud represented the 
Academy of Medicine, M. Velpeau the Academy of Sciences, 
and M. Trousseau appeared in the name of M. Bretonnean’s 
pepi The latter physician delivered a discourse, in which 

e sketched the nature of the labours of his departed teacher, 
showing how, by a profound study of natural history, he was 
led to his theories respecting the specificity of diseases, as 
exemplified by diphtheria and dothinenteritis, Several other 
8 es were made, and seldom has a medical man been con- 
veyed to his last resting-place with such affectionate respect 
and deep regret as Professor Bretonneaa. 

TESTIMONIAL TO THE SuRGEON oF 4N Emtcrant Sarr. 
—The Government emigrant ship, John Vanner, which sailed 
from Southampton on the 4th of January last, arrived at Table 
Bey, Cape of Good Hope, = the 10th of March, with 238 

rish emi ts on board, under the of Super- 
intendent Wi illiam Domett Stone, mes. en, and oo. 
withstanding thirty and forty aduits and children were struck 
down with scarlet fever and measles, it is gratifying to add 
that Mr. Stone (suffering severely himself) only lost one pamee. 
an infant of nine months. So grateful were the poor Irish to 
this gentleman for his attention to their several wants, that 
with characteristic generosity they subscribed from their 
limited means to t him with a silver mug, and the fol- 
lowing address, which appears in the South African Mail :-— 

** To William Domett Stone, Esq., M.R.C.S. Eng., &c., 0. 

‘** We, the emigrants of the Government emigrant ship John 
Vanner, being desirous of expressing our appreciation of the 
manner in which you, as Surgeon Superintendent, have pro- 
fessionally attended to ourselves, friends, and families during 
the voyage from England to the Cape of Good Hope, beg that 

ou will be pleased to accept of the contributions which we 

ve placed to our names ; and in doing so we request that 
ou will not deem the sums as the estimation in which you are 
eld by us, but as a medium though which your kindness of 
disposition and urbanity of manner in which the duties de- 
volved on you have been carried out. Weare anxious that the 
amount subscribed should be expended in some article which 
you may select, so that hereafter the associations of this voy- 
age may be known to your family and friends, and be a i 
testimony of the regard in which you have been held by us. 
Hoping that your professional career will meet your best anti- 
cipations, and though you may not command, yet you will 
deserve success, we subscribe ourse! ves, respectfully, &c.”’ 

Dissasep Cattite.—In a report just issued by the Regis- 
trar General of Scotland, he calls the attention of the public to 
the fact, that ever since pleuro- pneumonia broke out amongst 
the cattle of this ples few years since, the returns of mor- 
tality have shown that carbuncle—a disease formerly very 
rare— become comparatively common. Dr. Livin 
observed in Africa that if the flesh of animals who die from 
pleuro-pneumonia is eaten it causes carbuncle in the persons 
who eat it, and that neitber boiling nor roasting the flesh, nor 
cooking it in any way, gets rid of the poison. It is true that 
if such cattle are ever sold for food they are killed before they 
fall victims to the disease naturally; but still the poison is in 
them. ‘The report suggests as a subject of inquiry whether the 
new form of disease which we term diphtheria may not be par- 
tially induced by the use of diseased flesh. 

Maragiacss, Birrns, anv Deatus.—A table presented 
to Parliament shows that during the year 1561 there were in 
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England 163, 745 marriages, 695,624 births, and 435,293 deaths. 
There were born 355,751 males, ‘and 339,873 females; and there 
pe 222,516 males, and 212,777 females. The greatest number 

took place in the December quarter, the greatest 
Sauiaed ‘a births in the June quarter, and the greatest number 
of deaths in the March quarter. 


Heatra or Lonpon purine THe WREK ENDING 
Sarurnpay, May 1l0rn.—The deaths in London in the week 
that ended on Saturday were 1249 ; they were less than they 
had been in many previous weeks, The fatal cases of scarla- 
tina declined to 39, while those of measles rose to 41; a 
total number returned by the London districts as havin 
ay by typhus in the last. week is 89. Eighteen GS aeihe 

thom diphtheria, Eight children died from syphilitic 


The births were—-boys, 1015; girls, 931. Total, 1946. 





MEDICAL VACANCIES. 
A Rusrpeyt Suresos and Apothecary is required for the Western General 


A Medical Superintendent is wanted for Hoxton House Lunatic Asylum. 

There is a vacancy for a Resident Medical Officer to the St. Marylebone 
General Jee Welbeck-street, Cav endish-square. 

The office of Dispenser to the Suffolk General Hospital, Bury Saint Ed- 
Tounds, is now vacanr. 

There is a vacancy for a Professor of Clinical Medicine at University 


MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 


Dr. Semen, Lawmenes | pie appointed Physician to the Clifton Dis- 

vice Dr. n resigned. 

Per. William Allan has been appointed Parochial Medical Officer for Dalmel- 
Ayrshire, vice Mr. James Ritchie, deceased. 

r. Albert Pleydell Carter has been appointed Surgeon to the Police Force, 

* rar Hchord Gy He utcher, J Mol Geo Hornidge Porter, 

er, Jerome Morgan, rge 

ikea Michael Harry Stapleton, Edward ‘Alexander 

Stoker, oa] Thomas Jolliffe Tuffhell, have been elected Examiners for Letters 

Testimonial and Fellowship at the Royal College of Surgeons, Ireland, for 


the ensuin 5 
Dr. Willtain Jenner has been nted Professor of the Principles and Prac- 
tice of Medicine, and Clinical M ne at University College 


Mr. Wo, eed has been elected Medical Office: reals Public Vaccinator 
for the 2nd of the Chailey Union, Sussex. 
Dr. Robert Liveing (and not - Edward i Liveing, as announced in Tax 


of last week) been app of Anatomy at the 
Middlesex Hospital. 


Hirths, Marriages, md Deaths. 


BIRTHS. 
18th ult., at Malta, the wife of BR. T. Buckle, M.D., H.M.’s 16th 
t, of a daughter. 
at Brentwood, the wife of Robert Growse, M_D., of a son. 
at Campbeltown, Argylishire, the wife of William Gibson, 
Saag” Bath, the wife of John Fitz-Patrick, M.D., 
ter. 


impole-street, Cavendish-square, the wife of Charles 
vehioon, M.D. of & dauguter 

7th inst., at Belmont Villas, Lee, Kent, the wife of H. G. Noyes, 

at > eee Hyde-perk, the wife of Philip H. 

at Osborne Villas, Windsor, the wife of J. P. Harper, M.D., 

tt + — See near Kidderminster, the wife of 

Mottinghem, the wife of T, Appleby Stephenson, Esq., 

at Upper Stamford-street, the wife of James I. Menzies, 

at Bromsgrove, Worcester, the wife of Charles Horton, 

’, at Bethnal-green-road, the wife of William Henry 


., M.B.C.S., of a daughter. 
+ Bridge-street, Sunderland, the wife of John Horan, 











at Rathmines, Dublin, th wife of Richard V. De Lisle, 
Royal Artillery, of a son. 
On the 14th = at St. Thomas’s-street, Southwark, the wife of Sydney 


Bsxq., 


MARRIAGES, 
1 he British E Paris, J. M. Cook to 
ee nS. 8 — esley, M.D., 


On the 26th ult., at St sana't, Peadingten, Henry G. W M.LD., of 
Somerset-street, Portman-square, son of the late E. G. Wright, of Here. 
ee cake deahier of the inte Wider Detion, Ben Sorchester- 
terrace. 


On the 30th ult., at the Minster, Beverley, ene Lea St of Beverley, 
to Martha Elizabeth, only daughter of the late Jas. B, Bainton, Esq., of the 
On the Ist inet., at All Saint's Church, St, John’s-wood, Henry Studd 





Fletcher, Esq., M.R.C.S., of Regent’s-park, 
Wm. Fletcher. formerly Vicar of Harwell, 
og of the late Warner Chevalier Hill, a, WO orfolk. 
01: the 3rd inst,, at Christ Church, Hoxton, John Clewin Griffith, M.A, 

M.B., and Member of the of Examiners in Arts to Society of 
caries, to Mary, eldest daughter of G. W. H. M.D., of St. John’s. 
PiGin‘the Sth instants si Warsop, Notte John Housley, MD., to Eliza, 

mn the stant, at ‘otis, John Housley, to eldest 
daughter of John Bowett, Esq. . 

Ou the 8th inst., at Sedvergh, Yorkshire, W. D. P. Swain, Eo. MRCS. 
second son of W. W. Swai., , late Major 36th Regiment, 
youngest daughter of John Elam, Beq., J.P., of the Thorns, 

On the 8th inst., at St. Pani’s Church, Maidstone, John Witliam Mostyn, 
M.D., Staff-Surgeon, to Emma, younger daughter of Daniel Scratton, Esq, 


of Penenden. 
On the 8th inst, at St. John’s Church, Bayswater, 8. J. Heard, M.D. of 
Bangalore, to Kate, third daughter of Wm. Bradley, Esq, of Sydney, New 


South W. 


DEATHS. 


On the 24th January, on board the Nourmahal, off oe Tacenae Hawt Be 
on his to Sydney, William, the third son of Thomas Hunt, Esq. 
F.R.C.S., of Alfred-place, Bedford-square, aged 23. 

On the 30th ult., George Darling, M.D., of Russell-square. 

On the 30th ult., at Upper Seymour-street West, Edward Scanlan, M.D, 


aged 45. 

On the 30th ult., at Bloomsbury-square, John Wheeley 
ov only son of the late John Mathew Guteh, of Barbourne, a 

On the 2nd inst., in Argyle-street, Arthur Mendip Norris, M.D., youngest 
son of William Norris, of Stourbri ge, Worcestershire, aged 29. 

On the 2nd inst., at Oakley-square, Onslow, the infant son of Henry Charles 
Andrews, M.D. 218 mouths, 

On the 5th _. suddenly, at Guildford-street, Russell-square, Wm, Rum- 
below, M.R.C.S. 52. 


West Port Honse, —— Fife, Jane Meldrum, wife of 
"Esq. late Medical Staff ri ‘s Indian Army, Bombay Pre- 


inst., at U Stamford- i Alfred William Keene, . 
., late of Guildford’ Surrey, 1. ™ 
eh at Rathmines, cis, Bile a Mand, youngest child of 
Esq. —— Royal Ar.illery, ost i7 
Ray inst., at Longdon, Staffo Joshua Seddon, M .D., aged G4. 
the 10th inst., at Eldon-square, Now upon-Tyne, Eliza Janet, wife 


Edward Chariton, M_D., 
at Clarence Cot St. John Cathe- 
rine C, raliet of the late C.D. Straker, CB., of the 
6 


“ 13th inst., at 
in London, William Binny Webster, ., Surgeon, late 
of the E.LC. Military Service. ’ = 


Medical Diary of the Week. 


. Marx's Hosrrrat ror Fistvua awp ormer 
Diseases ov THE Rectum.—Operations, 1} rx. 
Rorat Fars Hosrrrac.—perations, 2 r.a. 
7 -—vae Paes Hosrrrac. — Operations, 
PM. 
(Guy's Hosprrat.—Operations, 14 P.x. 
Westminster Hosrrrat.—Operations, 2 p.m. 
Rovat lLysrrrvtion.—4 v.u. Mr. C. T. Newton, 
“On Ancient Art.” 
ae Socrzrr. — 4 pu. Anniversary 


= Mapreat pA ny agin 
~_ Cla 
pay T. P. Pick (St. George's), 
"On Bloodletting.” 
beeuniaioam Socrery or Lowpon.—8 Pm, 


(Mippiesex Hosrrrat.—Operations, lpm, 
Sr. Mary's ions, 1 Pm. 
Unrvanaiee Couzens Hosritay. — Operations, 


2 ex. 
—— Oxrnorapic Hosrrrat. — Operations, 2 
a Soorsry.—8 Px. ee, Gowlland, “Qn 
some of the Common Errors in Rectal Surgery.” 
eneneusvas Socrery or Lowpow.—8 Pa, 
(St. Grorer’s Hosrrrat. lem. 
Cunrra 











MONDAY, Mar 19 


TUESDAY, May 20 





WEDNESDAY, May 21 < 


THURSDAY, May 22 ... 





-Wamacreee Orarssa Hosrrrat, — Opera- 
tions, 14 P.. 

Rovat Lystrrvtion.—8 p.x. Mr. W: Ww. 
6 cat oe f the Great Mae 


FRIDAY, Max 23 


ee. Taonat’s Hor Hose lpm. 
'4t.—Operations, P. % 





SATURDAY, May 2%... 


Agricultural Chemistry 








| 


Tar Lancer,)} NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


[Mar 17, 1862 533 


4 Country Practitioner.—We cannot speak from experience. What our corre- 
spondent suggests is at any rate worthy of trial. He will find the important 
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Go Correspondents. 


E 


Social Eoil.—Whatever steps have of late been taken with reference to this 
evil, particularly as it prevails in the united services, it must not be forgotten 
that Dr. John Rose, late of Haslar, was an ardent and effective pioneer in 
the work. His letters on Lock Hospitals, published in Tas Lancet nine 
years since, contain suggestions which would appear to have been acted 
upon by others who have since entered into the controversy. It is due to 
Dr. Rose to state this much, as Captain Jackson’s Report on the State of 
Aldershott has enlisted The Times in favour of the cause, It is to be hoped 


Be 


Dr. Steggall.—Mr. Pierpoint has been exonerated by a jury. It is scarcely 
necessary, therefore, to publish the letter sent to us. 


FG 


se 


Saxrtany Conprriom ov LivzRPoot. 
To the Editor of Tas Lancet. 


fe 


that the recommendations made by Dr. Rose a: d others may at length re- 
ceive that attention from Government and philanthropists which their im- 
portance deserves, 

Ur. John Grove,—Cases in which life is saved by medical advice and assist- 
ance occur hourly. His own case is no ption to the rule, 





Muacusy rm Syrpartis, 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 


Sta,—In reply to Mr. Weeden Cooke, I beg to state that salivation, in the 
proper sense of that term, is never, or almost e 

P JSR whe om v4 ot pazen protness by Geocmascutes 
in 


, y ty 
this mode of ! t 
A, agpiving mercury exteranlly 
sta ite? Js it that Mr. Parker has made a 





ilis in January, 1861. Being on a 
north of England 


he put himself 
under treatment, without benefit. He then went to the first hospital 

north of England, and went another voyage to London ; but more aan 
a setting in, he was agair submitted to ten weeks’ additional treaimeit, 
= little or no ultimate He had been treated by iodide jam, 
isters to the node on the tibia, which was nearly as large as a hen’segg. He 
or frinctoalty of the constant pain down the anterior aspect of the 
. with pain over whole side and y sterior of the cranium. The 
mary symptoms, as hardness of the glands in groin, had disappeared. 
ls man was submitted to the moist mercurial vapour-bath, with iodide of 
u a ium as en oint to the node on the tibia, the hydrio- 
date being exhibited internally in large doses. tha tovk a beth ove n ~~ 
ree weeks, with only the slightest softness of the gums, By time ali 
ap had vanished. He was now put on quinine and iron for a fortnight, when 

—_ fit for sea, and has remained in the best of health for six months. 
a ~ 1—-, had contracted syphilis three years ago; had taken blue pill by 
irection of a druggist for thr.e months. In about six months his tongue 
When I saw him, two years after infection, he was truly 





ep Pee te ap Se GEE, ty 
mariner, had acquired syphilis two years aro; had 
of an eminent oculist, without benefit. In- 


He com of 
y hong with muse volitantes, t 
sh = — pod two ae ae by 
arsenic, with a ttle improvement. ‘The vapour- 
bath was then used with the most astonish eusesnh. Tho cure bes vomained 
a. This man was unable to go to sea from the loss of sight sus- 





a. the non-mercurial school _— give us an equivalent, we will not, like | 


grado, say, “1 have written a : 
I remain, Sir, yours, &c., 


Hartlepool, May, 1862, Ropert Ineuss, M.D. 


J—1. Our correspondent cannot do better than refer to the articles upon Vac- 
cination by Dr. Deslandes, recently published in America.—2. Bailliére, of 
Regent-street, 

The Jones Fund.—The following subscriptions have been received at our 
Office since last week :—G. (stamps), 2s. 6d.; T. A. H., 5s. 

Medicus.—The extract from the Canadian paper is indeed a curiosity. 


Post-Parstum Hamornenacs. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 
Stz,—Whilst talking to my friend Mr. Norris, of Charmouth, in May last, he 


told me that he had tried with much success the effect of eléttricity in post- | 


Partum hi ; but as unfortunately in ountry districts one has not 

always a galvanic at hand, he has refrained from calling the attention 

of the protession to the until quite satisfied of the utility of the practice. 
Will any of your be kind enough 

Tue L. Your obedient servant, 





| the medical men of the town have met to d' 


to publish any similar cases in — 


city 

rate 

other towns as regards 
ities. It 


difficult to compare 
i ee ay to its at 
The e mortality is to two or th 
true that a large of the lation used to live 
le out of holes, the authorities 
other materials, Ever since then the 


diminished. 
Dr. Kebbell to Dr. Duncan’s Report on the Health of Liver- 
during the year 1861, from which, by your permission, I quote the follow- 


oo hous he map of tha poovtews 
the average five 
than the average ofthe years preceding 1864, The deathe 
pool were more than in the previous year, and about 600 less than 
average of the preceding ten years, corrected for i of populati In 
the parish the deaths were $690, and in the out-townships 4253, giving for the 
former a death-rate of 31°9, for the latter of 242, and for the borough of 28°3 
per 1000. The mortality was about equal to the average of the preceding five 
years; but as compared with the mean of the ten years 1851-60, there was @ 
saving of about 600 lives; and as compared with that of the ten years pre- 
ceding the Sanitary Act, the returns show that, high as the mortality was, not 
less than 1650 lives were saved last year in Liverpool. The excess of deaths 
over those of the previous is furnished almost exclusively by three classes 
ie, an excess of 1017; inflammatory affections 
angs, 370; and diseases o! the nervous (chiefly infantile convul- 








more than doubled the mortality from lang di in the Jing montha, 
The deaths from consumption, not included in the above, were 1563, being 67 


wenty years ago it was as high as 1 in 170 of 
a saving last year of 1070 lives from this disease.” 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, or 


Adeiphoe.—In the present state of the case, we do not think it advisable to 
publish the letter of our est d pondent, As we understand that 
P dings are still pending in the matter, it would be well to defer any 
comments on the subject. 

Clericus,—Such questions cannot be answered categorically. The symptoms 
described may depend on a variety of causes. 








The tongue disease was re- Sigma,— Wilson's edition of Hufeland. 


driodate of potash for four mouths; but no | 


Has 4 Constant Reader any objection to his name being attached to his com- 
munication relative to the Gresham Life Assurance Office ? 


A Cavrior. 
To the Editor of Tus Lascert. 


Str,—You would be doing a good and kindly service to those gentlemen who 
are looking out for employment, and are being attracted by advertisements from 
various boards of guardia: s, if you would offer to them a little friendly advice 
by way of caution before they heedlessly accept some of these special baits; for 
a great number of them “ hold the word of promise to the ear, but break it to 
the heart.” 


Thus was I lured last October to offer myself as a candidate for the 
Lowestoft district of the Mutford and Lothingland Incorporation. The ad- 
amongst other things, states that extra fees will be given for 
certain surgical cases ; but they nullify this by subscribing to an infirmary, and 
thus deprive the medica] officer of almost every casualty. Besides, in this cis- 
trict the population fs vo large and so pauperiaed, the parishes so distant, the 
workhouse three miles from where he is expected to reside, and alto- 
gether the work is so intense! and the expense of working 
trict is so heavy, that the w' | extras combined, is insufficient 
for conducting it. All 
the matter, and unanimously 
came to the conclusion to have nothing to do with an appointment so prepos- 
terously paid if pay it can be called where the person who holds it must be 
the loser. The guardians, however, consider the pay ample, and are 
for a medical officer on the same terms. This they are continually 
obliged to do, as no one sticks to it for more than a few months. No one in 
the neighbourhood with the place and circumstances will have 
Ie Ss theee thelr bh si t 
to t 





and e, 80 they are com- 
hrow their hooks far and wide, with the hope that some sanguine 
member of our noble profession wil! be induced tu bite. 

It is to prevent bitter disappointment overtaking the unfortunate successful 
one that | beg you will do as much as in you lies to avert much inconvenience 
in many ways, The election, I find, takes place in about a fortnight. 


Your obedient servant, 
Lowestoft, May, 1862, Epwazp Carcemar, M.B.C.S, 








584 Tux Laxoer,) 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


[May 17, 1862. 








BZ. & should examine the blood by the microseope. The structure of the red 
corpuseles may perh=rs support his argument. It has been well remarked, 
for example, that the examination of the minutest drop of the blood of that 
strange duck-billed creature, the ornithoryneus paradoxus, would at once 
have shown the latter to belong to the mammalia, and this even in the most 
immature specimen, 

A Hort, 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 


Sre,—A few days since, on my return home from an afternoon's work, I 
found my usually quiet abode, w! is situated near Bedford-square, in a state 
fT, and on ae ee cee Same, 

t and most portentous gesture, disosted my atten to t 
plate-basket, which had been placed in a cupboard in my dining-room, and 

Which Iwas sorry to we prevented t moat elaicholy ape of emptiness. 
It appears that not long before my arrival, a short, dark man, about t 

five of age, and of sufficiently respectable appearance to be shown into 

the room, requested to be ed to wait until I returned home, After 
cueing + Re eeanen, i oeng See ee informed the servant that he 
would call again in five minutes. During the time that he was waiting he had 

to extraet my piate, to the great discomfort of my domestic economy, 
the excitement of the occasion a. oe being lessened when the misfor- 

tane became if, who was disconsolate at the loss of her 

bright silver spoons, and would not be comforted ! 

this I am informed that the yore 4 purloined my goods 
visited a neighbouring practitioner, and robbed him of plate and other articles 

—— of sixty pounds, 

therefore write to you in order to put medical men on their guard again: 
the ine part of a like I have cautioned many of my Tends 
ew if you will kindly insert this letter in Tue Lancet, some of 
may escape being robbed, and the rascal may be 

Saag when {would recmmond that, before be sed vero te Juda | He 

ties, some very LE ammo conn a — os would serve to illus- 
trate or advance the of surgery, s ee enn ly Se 
first practitioner who ee oe 
I am, Sir, ny 

May, 1862. F.B.CS, 
4.R.C.S.—Dr. Gibb, who translated for the Sydenham Society the French 

version of Czermak’s work upon the Laryngoscope. 

One of the Old School, (Cheltenham.)—1. The patient should have been 
attended by the surgeon who first saw him.—2. The case is a surgical one.— 
3. He was not acting as a “pure” physician, nor according to the acknow- 
ledged laws which govern medical practitioners in their professional inter- 


course. 
Tus Practice or “Worxurre” Docs. 


To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 
Srz,—While few, if any, of your readers, 
injury being 


professional dae A — wit- 
ness unmoved wilful done even to a dog, mo Jogienl 

one, it becomes a duty to correc, under the light of pb ological 

science, a gross popular error whereby that bj 
generally, to much absolutely needless torture. John eeter loved 4 
and his philosophic humanity has utterance in the benevolent vigilance 

a of Cruelty to Animals. 
ists in London and elsewhere a class of adepts, designating thom- 
selves “canine surgeons,” and one of their most notable operations is 

formed for the extraction of what the name, and those who ones them (in 
“worm” in the dog’s tongue, That 
pair of cerebral 


page Lease geneaesse and it is so far 
canine operator is not aware of the 
would excise both, and t 





al pint 
lly the lin i 
corresponding half of 
fortunate for the canine sufferer that 
existence of two such worms, dou! 
deprive the organ of all motive pow 
does not require to be informed. It is only i in the hope that the error may no 
longer prevail with such as practically commit it every 4 that I sub: 
to your notice. I 


am, yours 
May, 1862. - JosErn _ F.B.C.S. 


Mr. J. B. Barnes.—We think it desirable not to notice the case before the 
magistrates. There can be but one opinion, however, respecting the taking 
of a fee under the circumstances, It was not only unusual, but contrary to 
etiquette. . 


Awnoruzr Cass oy Dzatn rrom CHLOROFORM. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


S1z,—The following is another case of death from chloroform, to be added to 

the already long list of fatal cases caused by this terrible agent :— 
Having to on Mr. OO ee a ey oe 
a odiiaeiie an coinnae the 


the handkerchief 
Hétel Dieu in Tesietnd to eanansensceses under my 
treatment in the metropolis. After the ration of five minutes, the patient 
was quite awake, which I attributed to great quantity of air allowed to 
the e ae ee The pulse and heart, being consulted, were found 
breathing & regular. I continued to give him chloroform 
about five ‘aioe a ww eye sensibility on being 
Le gee ee criti | - the limbs, raixed himerif en his 
aa stepped breathing. Seeing this, Marshal! 
's Method, artificial respiration, and a available remed ‘alternately 


The quantity 
en cme afagg 
ow, after numerous cases, I coincide with many other 
taumee, Voth Bnglnh and foreign, that ehloroturm ought only to be 


cases of tedious and ions. 

1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
A. Diavporné, M.D. Paris. 
Southampton-street, Covent-garden, May, 1862. 








Royal Medical Benevolent Coliege.—Complaints have reached us that the wife 


of one of the principal officers of this establishment at Epsom is canvassing 
with great evergy and perseverance on behalf of a “foundation scholar.” It 
is snrely scarcely proper for the wie of a paid official so to interfere. This 
proceeding is certainly not jest to the other candidates. We trast that the 
Couneil of the College may have their attention directed to the question. 

The Pierpoint Fund.—The following subscription has been received since our 
last :—Dr. Sheehy, 5s. 

Dr. Embling is referred to Dr. Watson's work, or to Dr. Tweedie’s Lectures on 
Fever, published in Tas Lawest, vol. i., 1860. 

Dr. C. Kidd should address his letter to the advertiser of the “ seeret remedy.” 


Euvzctiow or a Pasisn SuRxezon. 
To the Editor of Tue Laxcet. 


Sre,—A number of your journal, bearing date April 5th, 1962, has been pat 
into my hands, where in a letter such mention is made of my name as to de- 
one from me, and I should have done so before this had I been 
ji-ant of it. Let me in :imine protest against the custom of al'owing indi- 
vi uals anonymously to censure what they consider wrong in their brethren, 
when the facts of the case may be either unknown to them, or wholly different 
from what they may represent them to be. Allow me to state what your 
“ Griffinite” corres > 





lCacteneabotouss 
in the ae of his 
aw Aa: e it from him by a bait thrown 


¥E 
tel 





S788 
i 


sen ene ate eeneny a Po 
Had I not made the move I did, in ail 
‘hiohing, be ed lpkteaen keedaciananie 
t no doubt, to awe 
neers 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Hewxy Ussuzr, M.B., Surgeon, 
Chartham, May, 1862. 


Axso 4 Guirrinits, Bur wor 4 GuYrrrE. 
W. B. complains that he has written three letters to the Poor-law Board on 3 
question which he was entitled to submit to them. He has received no 
answer to them! Surely this is not in accordance with the known rules of 


i 
t 
4 


| 


one of the first authorities upon infantile pathology. 

8.—St. Andrews, N.B. 

FP. W., (Guy’s.)—He can call himself “ Dr.,” notwithstanding the rules of the 
Royal College. 

Dr. J. M. Croft.—We cannot insert the letters. If slander has been resorted 
te by Dr, Croft’s competitors, he has his remedy. 

Communications, Larrers, &., have been received from—Mr. Barwell; Mr. 
Edwards; Mr. Marston ; Dr. Catler; Dr. R. Inglis; Mr. Maclise; Mr. Grove; 
Mr. Ainsworth ; Dr. Fowler; Dr. Tate, Nottingham; Dr. Steggall; Mr. H. 
Lee; Dr. Robinson, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Prance, Maidstone ; Mr. Tufnell, 
Dublin; Mr. Styles; Mr. Nernor; Mr. Stenhouse; Dr. Pyle, Sunderland; 
Mr. Parsons, (with enclosure;) Messrs. Macfarlane and Co., Edinburgh; 
Mr. Lobb; Mr. H. Thompson; Mr. Spratt; Dr. Carsham; Dr. Coghlan, 
Wexford; Mr. Parkes, Bath; Mr. Ward, Manchester; Mr. Green, Rochdale ; 
Dr. Stewart, Belfast ; Dr. Kidd; Mr. Stephenson, Nottingham ; Mr. Tastian, 
Milcombe ; Messrs. Howard and Sons; Mr. Manby; Mr, Mottershead, (with 
enclosure;) Mr. F. W. Cooper ; Dr. Horne, Scarborough; Mr. Norman; Dr. 
‘Thomas; Dr. Horan, Sunderland; Mr. Cattlin; Mr. Sweeting; Mr. Usher, 
Bodicott ; Mr. Crickmay, Lowestoft; Dr. Sisson; Mr. H. Hicks, St, Davids, 
(with enclosure;) Dr. Litchfield, Twickenham; Dr. Knox; Mr. Palmer, 
Loughb gh, (with enc] ;) Messrs. Albright and Wilson ; Mrs, Pearce, 
(with enclosure ;) Mr. Brown, Runcorn; Mr. Pritchard, Stratford-on-Avon ; 
Dr. Lester, Liverpool; Messrs. Darby and Gosden; Dr. Croft; Mr. Betts; 
Mr. Leathard ; Mr. J. Sax; Mr. Dugdale, Accrington; Mr. Bartlett, Bristol, 
(with enclosure;) Dr. H. Ussher, Chartham; Mr. Barnes, Thaxted; Mr. J. 
Martin; Mr. Blanshard, (with enecl ;) Dr. Mackinder, Gainsborough, 
(with enclosure ;) Mr, Roberts, Hill-borough, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Hooper; 
Mr. Banner, Liverpool ; Mr. H. Mackley, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Hardy, (with 
enclosure ;) Mr. Pratt, Ba:nstaple, (with enclosure ;) Mr, Coleman, Caher- 
conlish; My Hodson, (with enclosure;) Mr. J. B. Wilson, (with enclosure ;) 
Mr. Daniel; Mr. Atkinson; Mr. H. Webb, Balsall Heath; Mr, Brotherton; 
Mr. Reed ; Mr. Kimpton; A Member; A Constant» Reader; F.R.8S.; M.D., 
(with enclosure ;) Oriental Bath Company; Pharmacentical Society ; 8. ; 
Cc. A.; W. W., (with enclosure ;) W., (with enclosure;) L.R.C.P. Ed. (with 
enclosure ;) Sigma; M.D.; One of the Old School ; 8.W.S.; Dr. BP. Wi; EB; 
Z., (with enclosure ;) Ethnological Society; &c. &e. 











